WYOMING HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE
INVENTORY FORM

Name of Project and/or Report No.
Historical Survey of the Rock Springs Central Business District
Rock Springs Certified Local Government Committee

2. Name of Preoperty: Union Mercantile Company
Histeric Name: Union Mercantile Company
Other names/site number: 48SW7686

Property Owner:
Address: 1927 Edgar Street,

K & J Development
Rock Sprlngs 82901

4, Location

Street & Number: 105 K Street Not for Publication

City, Town Rock Springs Vicinity

State: WY. Code: 56 County: Sweetwater Code: 037 Zip Code: 82901
T19N-R105W, NW/NE Section 35

5. Classification

Category of Property No. of Resources within Property Physical Integrity

Contributing Woncontributing

X_Building(s) 1 Building(s) Excellent

__District Sites Good

__Site Structures X Fair

__Structure Objects Poor

_Object 1 Total

National Register Status: X__Eligible __ Not Eligible

Unevaluated X

6. Function or Use
Historic Function

Current Functions

__District Potential

Commerce/trade: department store Vacant
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials
(Style or Building Form)
Foundation: Concrete
20th Century Commercial Walls: Brick
Roof: Asphalt {(rolled roofing)

Other



Describe present and historic physical appearance

The building is a brick, two-story, flat-roofed commercial building
located at the nocrthwest corner of K Street and Fifth Street in the central
commercial district of Rock Springs, Wyoming. This building is typical of
a corner commercial building of the early 20th Century. It was originally a
one-story wood frame building constructed sometime prior to 1894 and was
formerly occupied by €. Juel and Company. Sometime in the late 1910s or
early 1920s, the wood frame building was replaced with the current two-
story brick structure in the same location. The store operated until 1978,
and the building is currently vacant. The building is essentially the same
as when built with the possible exception of aluminum and glass entrance
doors. ’

The building is two-story and rectangular in shape with a beveled
corner entrance. It is constructed with red brick and has a concrete
foundation. The roof is flat and covered with rolled roofing. Decorative
brick work is used on the beveled corners and above the second story
windows, There is also a decorative cement cornice., Windows are typically
large plate glass units with multi-paned clerestorys on both the first and
second floors., Black terra cotta tile is used around the windows and doors
on the street level. The main entrance to the store 1s on the beveled
corner, It is recessed with sidelights and consists of a double-leaf
aluminum and glass door. There is a simple decorative cement secondarcy
cornice running above the first story doors and windows. There is a metal
neon sign bearing the name Union Mercantile Company suspended from the
beveled corner extending from the top of the entrance to the top of the
parapet.

PHOTOS--Please attach black and white photos

See attached sheets



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in
relation to other properties:

nationally: statewide: locally:
Applicable National Register Criteria: X_A _ B __C _ D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) _A _B _C _D _E _F _ G
Areas of Significance  Period of Significance Significant Dates

Commerce ca. 1915-1939 7 ca. 1918 {(fire)

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder

N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify critevia, criteria considera-
tions, and areas and periods of significance noted above,

This property is sigaificant for its association with the history of
the growth of the central business district of Rock Springs in the early
twentieth century. The Union Meccantile and Supply Company was founded by
‘Hencry Bertagnolli in 1893 with the financial aid of relatives and friends.
Bertagnolli was parct of a large Tyrolean contingent dwelling in Rock
Springs. Becrtagnolli first came to Wyoming Tercritory in 1880 and worked in
the coal mines until the Rock Springs Massacre of 1885, He then bought a
livery stable., He gradually expanded the operation to include foodstuffs
and hardware. When he took in partners in the 1893 reorganization, he
named his business in honor of union activity and to attract working class
customers away from the Union Pacific Coal Company store, His original
store was located on Pilot Butte Avenue and opemed in 1895. It is not known
exactly when he moved to the K Street location, but the store was located
here as early as 1915. In October 1918, there was a serious fire at the
Union Meccantile Store, and the current brick building may have been
constructed as a result. The Union Mecrcantile expanded to Superior inm
1905. The company reocganized in 1907 with the six original ownecrs and
issued stock to local coal miners. Tt then opened a second hranch store in
Kemmerer. The Union Mercantile became one of the largest businesses in Rock
Springs. The Kemmerer store was sold inm 1932 and the Superior store closed
in 1955. However, the Rock Spring store remained open until 1978. The Rock
Springs store had unsuccessfully sought to modernize to compete with new
supermarkets. The building was then used as a pool hall and is now vacant.



9. Major Bibliographical References

David Kathka, "The Italian Experience in Wyoming," In Peopling
the High Plains: Wyoming's European Heritage, edited by Gordon
Olaf Hendrickson (Cheyenne: Wyoming State Archives and Historical
Department, 1977), pp. 75-77.

Property Records, Tax Assessor's Office, Sweetwater County Courthouse,
Green River,

Rock Springs Rocket, 10/25/18.

Sanborn Iasurance Maps, 1894, 1903, 1912

Wyoming Business Directory, 1908, 1910-11, 1917, 1920, 1625,
1926, 1929, 1932, 1939.

Primary location of additional data:
___State Historic Preservation Office
Other State Agency

Federal Agency

Local Government

University

Other

Specific repository: Sweetwateec County Historical Museum, Green River

X

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property: less than one
USGS Quad or City Base map: Rock Springs, Wyoming 7.5" USGS Quadrangle

UTM References
A 12 Zone 648 440m E, 4605 400m N

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is located at the northwest corner of K Street and Fifth
Street at 105 X Street, Rock Springs. It occupies Lots 1 and 2, 7-11,
Block 8 in the North Addition,

Boundary Justification

The boundary is the lots that the building occupies. The building is also
considered a contributing element to and is located within the planned Rock
Springs Central Business National Register District.

11. Form Prepared By:

Name/Title: Robert G. Rosenberg :
Organization: Rosenberg Historical Coasultants Date: 5/4/89

Street & Number: 739 Crow Creek Road Telephone: 307/632-1144
City or Town: Cheyenne State: WY

Zip Code: 82009-9010
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UNICON MERCANTILE COMPANY, 105 K Street, Rock Springs

Above: The Union Mercantile Company was founded by Henry Bertagnoli
in 1893 to attract working class customers away from the Union Paci-
fic Coal Company Store. He moved his business to this locaticn in

the 1910s. A serious fire occurred in 1918, and may have been re-
sponsible for the construction of this brick structure, which replaced
the earlier wood frame building (locking northwest).

Below: The Union Mercantile Company, looking northeast.
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USDI/NPS Regiszstration Form .ngqﬁ;ﬁ)

Taliaferro House :

Sweetwater County, Wyoming Page 1
NPS Form 10-300 CMB No. 1024-0018
{(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
REGISTRATION FORM

1. Name of Property

historic name Faliaferro House
other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 106 Cedar Street net for publication N/A
city or town Rock Springs vicinity N/A

state Wyoming code WY county Sweetwater code 037 =zipcode 829061

3. state/FederalvAgency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986,
as amended, I hereby certify that this nomination request for
determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural
and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the

property meets does not meet the Naticnal Register Criteria. I

recommend “that this property be considered significant nationally

statewide >< locally. | See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
Qfﬁ/vv @ Llle 58

Slgnat e of certifying official Date '

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register
criteria. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau



USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form
Taliaferro House
Sweetwater County, Wyoming Page 2

4. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register
____ See continuation sheet,
determined eligible for the
National Register

____ See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
National Register

removed from the National Register

other {(explain):

Signature of Keeper Date of Action

5. Claasification

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
_X_ private
____ public-local
___ public-sState
____ public-Federal
Category of Property (Check conly one box)
_¥X building(s)
district
site
structure
object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing 'Nencontributing

_ 2 buildings
sites
structures
cbiects

2, Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National
Register _N/B

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is

of a multiple property listing.) N/A

not part



USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form
Taliaferro House
Sweetwater County, Wyoming Page 3

6. Function or Use

Historic FPunctions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: Domestic Sub:single dwelling

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: Domestic Sub:single dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
Late 19th and 20th Century Revivals

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation Stone

roof Shingle
walls Stone
other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the
property on one or more continuation sheets.)

8. Statement of Significance

Bpplicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the
criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing)

A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

_X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type,
period, or method of construction or represents the work of a master, or
possesses high artistic wvalues, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinctien.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield
information important in prehistory or history.




USDI/NPS NHRP Registration Form
Taliaferro House
Sweetwater County, Wyoming Page 4

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)}

A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

____ B removed from its original locatiomn.
¢ ‘a birthplace or a grave.
____D a cemetery.
.. E a reconstructed building, object,or structure.
______F a commemorative propérty.
G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Architecture

Period of Significance _1807 - 1948

Significant Dates _girca 1907 - 1912 (date of construction)

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder - _ Unkpown

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on
one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on cne
or more continuation sheets.)



USDI/NPS NHRP Registration Form
Taliaferro House
Sweetwater County, Wyoming Page 5

Previous documentation on file (NP3)

preliminary determination of jindividual 1listing (36 CFR 67) has been

requested.
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the Naticnal Register

designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic Bmerican Buildings Survey #
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data
State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency

Federal agency

Local government

University

Other

Name of repository: American Heritage Center

oRRE

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property
UTM References {Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet}

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
112 648490 _4604620 3
2 4
See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on
continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on
continuation sheet.)

a

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Nancy Weidel

organization Wyoming State Historig Preservation Office
date March 31, 1998 .
street & number 6101 Yellowstone Road telephone(307) 777-6312

city or town ghevenne state WY zip code 82002




USDI/NPS NHRP Registration Form
Taliaferro House
Sweetwater County, Wyoming Page &

Additional Documantation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps -

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's loaton,
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage
or numerous resources.

Photeographs
Representative black and white photegraphs of the property.

Additional items {Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Mr. William R, Taliaferro
street & number 106 Cedar Street telephone (307} 362-3471

city or town_Rock Springs state_WY zip code_B82901



NPS Form 10-3%00-a : OMB No. 1024-00418
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Section 7 Page _8
Taliaferro House
SweetwaterCounty, Wyoming

7. Description

The Taliaferro House is a 2-1/2 story sandstone building, rectangular in shape
{(approximately 43' 8" x 337 10") and the facade, or north side, faces Cedar
Street. The house sits on the northern two lots of the four leot property and is
encircled by a driveway with a separate entrance and exit to the west between
stone pillars (and now removed low iron gates) onto Walnut Street. A high stone
retaining wall defines the lot lines of the property on the north and west sides.
Nine concrete steps, cut through the retaining wall on the north boundary of the
property, lead up to the front yard. A historic photograph from 1915 shows
flower beds bordering the retaining wall and a number of young trees planted in
the yard.

The two story house rests on a stone foundation. The full basement includes
eight windows (two per side) and a bulkhead cellar door and cocal chute on the
south side. The eighteen inch walls are constructed of rusticated sandstone of
large uniform size to the water table at the first floor. The stone courses then
alternate between one wide and one narrow course to a belt course at the second
floor, and then changes to one wide course of rusticated stone alternating with
a course of thin smooth-faced stone to the eave line, creating a banding pattern
that emphasizes the solid horizontality of the building.

A bracketed hipped roof with wide flared eaves includes one hipped

roof dormer with similar flared eaves and cut brackets on both the north and
south sides. A large brick chimmey is located on the east hip and another
smaller brick chimney is near the northwest ridge line. The three, 12-l1ight
fixed windows of the dormer on the north side are original to the house but the
current owner believes .the dormer on the south side may have been added during
a remodelling circa 1920 which reportedly added another room to the attic. The
south dormer resembles the north dormer although the three, eight-over-eight
light windows are double-hung, and the interior window space 1is configured
somewhat differently.

Various window types are prominently featured and add an air of elegance and
distinction to the house. These include a large bay with four, one-over-one
double hung windows on the first floor of the west side, and an oriel window on
the north side with three, one-over-one double-hung windows centered over the
front porch. ‘

A triple window at the stair landing level on the south side features diamond-
patterned leaded glass in the two smaller one-over-one sash that flank the center
window.

The most unique window is a large bow window located on the first floor of the
east side comsisting of twelwve cne-over-one fixed lights. This bowed extension
was apparently planned as a small conservatory-type area as the floor of the
interior space of the bow is covered with clay tiles.
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The entrance porch is on the north side and is accessed by ten concrete steps
leading up from the driveway. The flat roof and full entablature with dentil
molding is supported by two single engaged columns and two sets of triple doric-
styled columns at the east and west sides of the porch. The columns rest on the
low sandstone wall that forms the porch walls. & 1915 photo shows a wooden
balustrade on top of the porch roof which was removed by the present owner due
to wood deterioration. The mahogany-framed beveled glass door with egg and dart
molding is flanked by twe beveled glass sidelights and a transom above.

Two large one over one windows on the first floor of the north side are each
topped by a smooth-faced stone flat arch with a raised keystone. One small
window on the east side first level also has a raised keystone in a flat arch.
Other windows have plain lintels, and the continuous belt course acts as a sill

on three sides of the building. Windows at the back or south side of the house
have smooth-faced stone lug sills.

A small rectangular extension on the southeast side of the house serves as a back
entrance to the first floor of the house. Concrete steps and stoop have replaced
the original porch which is believed to have been constructed of wood.

Other than the 1920 remodelling which converted part of the attic into two
bedrooms and may have added an attic staircase; and a 1970s updating of the
kitchen, pantry area, and original bathroom, the house retains its original
integrity of design both inside and out.

The 1-1/2 story former three stall carriage house and milking parlor was also
constructed of sandstone. The building is rectangular and measures 37' 6" x 21'.
The steeply-pitched gable roof has two large gable-roofed dormers, located on the
north and south slides. Each gable end has one double-hung window and is sided
with wood shingles. The carriage house was converted into a small house in the
19708 which enclosed the large entrance area on the north side into walls with
two large windows and a door. Various windows and doors on the east and west
sides have been boarded up due te interior modificationms.

The entire south side of the carriage house is enclosed within a large metal shed
used as a workshop and for storage of vehicles such as cars and sheepwagons by
the current owner. Although this metal addition is large, its location at the
rear of the building does not obscure the original feel of the building as a
carriage house.
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The Taliaferro House is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic
Places under Criterion C as one of the premier examples of an Pmerican Foursquare
in Wyoming. The house was built in the period 1907 - 1912 by an Italian
stonemason with sandstone quarried south of Rock Springs. It is located at the
top of a hill which overlooks the town, and is situated kitty-corner from another
large sandstone house of the same era, locally referred to as "The Castle™. The
house is noted for being the first one in Rock Springs built with an indoor
bathroom. The house 1s part of the small elite residential neighborhood of early
20th century Rock Springs that occupied an area south of the east/west railroad
tracks which bisected the town. Its size and conspicuocus location are symbols
of the status and achievements of the £first generation of influential
businessmen/ranchers who rose to regional and statewide prominence in the Union
Pacific railroad and coal town of Rock Springs, Wyoming.

The house is an excellent example of a style of domestic architecture that
evolved in post-Victorian America. According to architectural historian Alan
Gowans, the classic Foursquare design is a two story box, set on a raised
basement with the first floor approached by steps, an interior plan of four
nearly equal-sized rooms per floor, and capped by a pyramidal roof that usually
contained at least a front dormer. Other characteristic elements incliude a
veranda running the full width of the first floor and side bay windows that break
up the boxy outline of the building. The design achieves a horizontal
massiveness by such devices as long straight overhanging eaves, decorative
banding that highlights the second story, doubling or tripling of porch columns,
and the use of stone or concrete block.

Popular mail-order cafélogs of the time, such as Aladdin Homes and Sears,
Roebuck, marketed the Foursquare as a particularly American form of residential
design; indeed, style books often term it "the American Foursquare".
M "Thoroughly American in architecture, it is a house anyone will be proud to
identify as "My Home, '" is how Aladdin described one of its model foursquares.
Thousands of foursquares were built in cities and suburbs across the country
during its period of popularity, 1900 - 1930.

The 18th century Georgian mansion was the ancestor of the middle-class Bmerican
foursquare and, according to Gowans, "the American foursquare thus appealed to
that same need for stability and solidity which on another level was satisfied
by associations with English or colonial Rmerican roots."

Perhaps it was the subliminal sense of stability and solidity of the foursguare
form which especially appealed to inhabitants of rough western towns such as Rock
Springs, in a place like Wyocming, where statehood was barely 20 years old when
the Taliaferro house was constructed. Certainly, the Foursquare form with its
classic Georgian antecedents is one that would have likely appealed to a man like
Thomas Seddon Taliaferro, Jr., as it no doubt harked back to the elegant 18th
century family houses of his Virginia childhood, homes such as The Whythe-
Taliaferro House in Williamsburg, designed by ancestor, Richard
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A popular mythical figure of a western success story is a rich rancher with
thousands of cattle on a giant spread in some remote beautiful mountainous
setting. The reality is that a successful rancher most likely became one only
by combining ranching with wvarious other business interests such as banking,
retail, and real estate, which became the source for the money used to bankroll
the big ranch that in a place like Wyoming is more likely to be thousands of
desclate acres of high desert sagebrush than at the foot of the scenic Tetons.
Many a successful rancher spent more time in the board room of a bank or
mercantile than riding the open range.

Augustine Kendall and Thomas Seddon Taliaferreo, Jr. were representative of this
type of businessman/rancher who rose to economic and social prominence in small
¢cities and towns of the West in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The west
of the late 19th century attracted a wide variety of people — immigrant miners,
rail workers, greenhorn cowboys, health-seekers, heirs of fortunes, scoundrels,
schoolteachers, etc. - those in search of fresh beginnings and economic
opportunities.

Contemporaries, both Kendall and Taliaferro arrived in Wyoming in the early
1880s, neither vyet twenty years old. Kendall, born in 1863 and raised in
Ontario, Canada, son of a wealthy Boston spice trader, grandson of a former mayor
of that city, came to Laramie in 1881, where he worked in banking for five years
before moving to Rock Springs. He became president of the Sweetwater County Bank
(later First Naticnal Bank), a position he held into the 1320s. Other business
interests included the Rock Springs Lumber Company of which he was Vice-President
and Treasurer, the Stock Growers Mercantile, and sheep and cattle ranching in
Sweetwater County. Kendall served as Mayor of Rock Springs 1904 - 1907, and was
one of the original founders of the Rock Springs Grazing Associatiocn.

It was Augustine Kendall who had the Taliaferrc House built in the period 1907 -
1912, reportedly as a way to keep his wife in Wyoming. In poor health, Mrs.
Kendall, sister of regionally prominent bankers/ranchers/businessmen Thomas and
James Boyer, moved to Hollywood, California sometime in 1912. August Kendall
remained a resident of Rock 'Springs although he made frequent trips to
California, and Mrs. Kendall spent summers in Wyoming. She died in Califormnia
of influenza in 1919.

Local stories tell of the Kendall home serving as a boarding house for a brief
period of time before Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Seddon Taliaferro, Jr. purchased it in
1814. The Taliaferro's had the house remodelled around 1920 at which time the
attic was converted to bedrooms for a number of their nine children, radiant
heaters were installed in the three fireplaces, and such yard amenities as the
sundial, bird bath, and fountains added {all remain in the yard today).
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Like Rugustine Kendall, Thomas Taliaferrc also came from "back east"™ and he
enbodied all those desirable qualities that now derisive term implied. Born into
an aristocratic, cultured Virginia family in 1865, whose direct lineage included
Richard Henry Lee, signer of the Declaration of Independence, and other notable
0ld Dominion families, Thomas Seddon Taliaferrc, Jr. spent his youth in
Alexandria, Virginia where he attended the prestigious Episcopal High Schoeol and
Gloucester Academy. The Taliaferro family lost their fortune, much of it tied
up in the Orange and Alexandria Rallrocad, following the Civil War in which his
father served in the Confederate Army and remained officially a prisoner of war
until pardoned by President Grover Cleveland. i}
A family friend on the Board of Directors of the Union Pacific Railrocad secured
a job for eighteen-year old Thomas, Jr. in Green River, Wyoming where he arrived
in 1883. From his first job shoveling coal, Thomas rose to the position of Union
Pacific agent for Green River, a job he held until he began his law practice in
1900 and moved to Rock Springs. His Union Pacific association continued,
however, and he became the Union Pacific Coal Company's top legal counsel in the
state of Wyoming.

In addition to a busy law practice, Taliaferro also organized and became
president or managing director of three banks: the First National Bank of Green
River, the First State Bank of Green River, and the First Bank of Superior,
Wyoming. He was president of the Green River Mercantile Company, a profitable
business that outfitted many of the numerous sheep and cattle ranches in the
region including those he owned, the Green River Livestock Company and the Big
Sandy Livestock Company. Other business interests included commercial and
residential real estate development in Green River and two of the earliest car
dealerships in Sweetwater County. Taliaferro, along with Augustine Kendall,
helped found the Rock Springs Grazing Association and became the chief legal
counsel for the organization. Taliaferro served a term as the second mayor of
Green River 1893-1896. (His son, Edward Ludwell Taliaferro, also became Green
River's mayor 1944 - 1947.)

In 1896, Taliaferro returned to his hometown of Alexandria to marry Lucy Ramsay,
a descendant of Virginia's prominent Lee, Custis, Ball, and Washington families.
Mr. and Mrs. Taliaferro furnished the house at 106 Cedar Street with many family
heirlooms that remain in the house today. These include furniture from Woodlawn
Plantation in Virginia, numerous family portraits and engravings, pieces of 400
year old Willow Ware, a chair from the Lee family home of Stratford, case piece
from the Lee family, a silver urn that was buried in a well during the
Revolutionary War, and a number of 18th century beds and tables.

In addition to bearing eleven children (two died in infancy), Lucy Taliaferro led
an active political and social life. A prominent member of the Democratic party,
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she was considered a key figure in giving Wycming’s vote to Woodrow Wilson in the
19112 and 191é presidential elections. From 1928 until 1940, she served as
national Democratic committeewoman from Wyoming. Lucy held the position of
chairman or director of many local and state organizations including the Wyoming
Federation of Womens Clubs, Wyoming For Woman's Liberty Loans, the American Red
Cross, and Wyoming Public Health Association. Active in the Suffrage movement,
Mrs. Taliaferro entertained national leaders such as Dr. Carrie Chapman Catt in
her home at 106 Cedar Street. Among other notable guests at the Taliaferro home
were Governors Nellie Taylor Ross and (later Senator) John B. Kendrick, and
William Jennings Bryan.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Taliaferro, Jr. died in the house on 106 Cedar Street; 75 year
old Thomas in 1940, and Lucy in 1953 at age 8l. Both deaths elicited long
obituaries on the front page of the Rock Springs Daily Rocket, and “all business
houses in Rock Springs and Green River closed for the funeral" of Thomas.

Following the death of her mother Lucy, Harriotte Lee Taliaferro occupied the
house until 1965 when i1l health forced her to move to a nursing home. The house
sat wvacant for a year or more and became the target of vandals. Finally, in
1967, William Ramsay Taliaferro, grandson of Thomas and Lucy, moved intc the
house with his wife and young family. In 1969, they purchased the house in which
Mr. Taliaferro still resides.

The Taliaferro House is an excellent and rare example of a large sandstone
foursquare style house in Wyoming. Bullt for a member of the local elite and
located on a prominent hill overlocking the city, the house personified the pride
and financial success of the first generation of Rock Springs
businessmen/ranchers in a state that was not yet twenty years old. Its stone
craftsmanship and elegant interior appointments, featuring ocak and mahogany trim,
terra cotta mantels, criginal light fixtures, and original paint and wallpaper
in various rooms, are still a point of pride today for not only the owner, a
grandson of Thomas Seddon Taliaferro, Jr., but the city as well. The house has
remained in the Taliaferro family since 1914 The house retains exceptional
integrity of design, materials, workmanship, feeling, assoclation, location, and
setting. The Taliaferro House, and the carriage house, as a contributing
structure, are eligible under Criterion C for listing in the National Register
of Historic Places.
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Verbkal Boundary Description

The Taliaferro House is located at the southeast corner of Cedar Street and
Walnut Street at 106 Cedar Street, Rock Springs. It occupies Lots 9 - 12, Block
36, in the Union Pacific Railroad Company's Second Addition.

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes lots 9 - 12, which the house and carriage house occupy, and
is defined by the curbs and gutters along Cedar Street (north boundary) and
Walnut Street (west boundary). The east boundary is defined by the borders of
lots 9 -~ 12; the south boundary is defined by the border of lot 12.
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WYOMING HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE
IRVENTORY FORM

1. Name of Project and/or Report No.
Historical Survey of the Rock Springs Central Business District
Rock Springs Certified Local Government Committee

2., Name of Property: James and James Attocrneys _
Historic Name: Quaker Cash & Carry Store; Sewell's United Stores
Other names/site number: 485W7734

3. Property Owner: James & James Attorneys

Address: Roek Springs, WY

4, Location

Street & Number: 110 J Street Not for Publication
City, Town Rock Springs Vicinity

State: WY. Code: 56 County: Sweetwater Code: 037 Zip Code: 82901
TI9N-R105W, NW/NE Section 35 -

5. Classification

Category of Property No. of Resources within Property Physical Integrity
Contributing Nonconteibuting

1_Building(s) 1 Building(s) ___Excellent
___District Sites _ Good
__Site Structures __Fair
__Structure Objects X__Poor
__Object 1 Total

National Register Status: __ Eligible X__Not Eligibdle

Unevaluated District Potential

6. Function or Use
Historic Function Current Functions

Commerce/trade: restaurant Commerce/trade: Professional
specialty store

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
(Style or Building Form)
. Foundation: Stone
Walls: Wood frame; brick facing
Twentieth Century Commercial
Roof: Asphalt (shingles)
Other



Describe present and historic physical appearance

The building that currently houses James and James Attorney is a one-—
story wood frame falsefront with a gable roof located near the northeast
corner of North Front and J Streets, in the central commercial district of
Rock Springs, Wyoming. Portions of the building were constructed prior to
1890 with a dwelling in the rear. By 1903, it served as a drug store and
by 1912 it was a wood frame restaurant. In 1920, it was the Liberty Cafe
with E. Tom as the proprietor. Between 1920 and 1925, the building was
either rebuilt or received a brick facade with a recessed eantrance and
clerestory and became the Quaker Cash and Carry Store owned by H.J. Boice,
who had the next business to the west, a grocery store and bakery. In
1932, it became Sewell's United Stores with C.G. Boyce as manager. By
1937, it was still known as Sewell's United Stores with V.R. Shurtloeff as
manager., It specialized in groceries, meats, and had a bakery. It is
unknown what its relationship was to Boices' Store at this time.

The current building has a precast stone facade and a wood shingle
awning that extends east over the next business., It has double leaf glass
and aluminum doors in a recessed entrance and modern display windows. The
0ld South Pass Saloon and Boices Grocery and Bakery have been torn down to
create a parkiang lot. An new entrance with a wood shingle awning has been
built into the west elevation and is used by. James and James Attorneys at
110 J Street. It appears that the storefront on North Front Street is
vacant.

PHOTOS~~Please attach black and white photes

See attached sheets



8. Statement of Significance
Cecrtlfying official has consideved the significance of this property in
relation to other properties:

nationally: statewide: locally:
Applicable National Register Criteria: __A _ B __C _ D
.Criteria Considecrations (Exceptions) A _ B _C _D _E _F _¢@G
Areas of Significance Period of Significance Significant Date:

Not Applicable

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, critecria considera-
tions, and areas and periods of significance noted above,.

This building has been extensively remodeled. The facade which we
brick has been covered with precast stone panels squaring off the ol
stepped parapet. Modern doors and display windows have been added. ]
appears that the west elevation has been faced with brick and a ne
entrance has been built into it. Therefore the building has poor physics
and architectural integrity and does not retain feeling and associatic
with its period of historical significance as a grocery store and baker)
Therefore it is considered ineligible to the National Register of Histor:
Places and a noncontributing element to the propesed Rock Springs Centr:
Business National Register District.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Hill, James B., Hill's Pocket Directory & Business Guide of Rock
Springs, Wyoming, June, 1903.

Property Recovrds, Tax Assessoc's Office, Sweetwater County Courthouse,
Green River.

Sanborn Insurance Maps, 189C, 1894, 1903, 1912

Wyoming State Business Directory, 1908, 1910-11, 1917, 1920, 1925,
1926, 1929, 1932, 1937. :

Historic Photographs of Rock Springs, Sweetwater County Historical Museun,
Green River,

Primary location of additional data:
State Historic Preservation Office

___Other State Agency

__ Federal Agency

___Local Government

___University

X _Other
Specific repository: Sweetwater County Historical Museum, Green River

10, Geographical Data

Acreage of property: less than one
USGS Quad or City Base map: Rock Springs, Wyoming 7.5' USGS Quadrangle

UTM References
Zone 12 648400 mE 4605300 mN

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is located near the northeast corner of North Front and .
Streets, Rock Springs. It occupies lot 10, Block 3 in the Original Towr
plat. .

Boundary Justification

The boundary is the lot which the building occupies. The building i
considered a noncontributing element to and is located within the plannec
Rock Springs Central Business National Register District.

11. ¥orm Prepared By:

Name/Title: Robert G. Rosenberg

Organization: Rosenberg Historical Consultants Date: February 21, 1989
Street & Number: 739 Crow Creek Road Telephone: 307/632-1144
City or Town: Cheyenne : State: WY

Zip Code: 82009-9010



JAMES AND JAMES ATTORNEYS, 110 J Stxeet, Rock Springs

This building near the corner of North Front and J Streets contains a
portion that was built prior to 1890. The original building had a
dwelling in the rear and served as a drug store and restaurant in its
early days. It was rebuil: or remodeled in the 1920s, when it be-—
came the Cuaker Cash and Carry Store. It later became Sewell's United
Stores. The building has received tco many modifications for it to
resemble its historic appearance (lcoking north).



WYOMING HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE
INVENTORY FORM

1. Name of Project and/or Report No.
Historical Survey of the Rock Springs Central Business District
Rock Springs Certified Local Government Committee

2. Name of Property: New Grand Cafe
Historic Name: North Side State Bank
Other names/site number: 48SW7732

3. Property Owner: New Grand Cafe
Address: Rock Springs, WY

4, Location

Street & Number:; 117 K Street Not for Publication
City, Town Rock Springs Vicinity
State: WY. Code: 56 County: Sweetwater Code: 037 Zip Code: 82901

TI1I9N-R105W, NW/NE Section 35
5. Classification

Category of Property No. of Rgsources within Property Physical Integrity
Contributing Noncontributing

1_Building(s) 1 Building(s) ___Excellent
__District Sites X_ Good
__Site Structures __ Fair
__Structure Objects _ Poor
__Object 1 Total

National Register Status: X__ Eligible __Not Eligible

Unevaluated X_ District Potential

6. Function or Use , L
Historic Function Current Functions

Commerce/trade: financial institution Commerce/trade: restaurant
specialty store :

7. Description

Architectural Classificatien Materials
(Style. or. Building Form)
Foundation: Concrete
Walls: Stone
Late Victorian Italianate
Roof: Asphalt (relled roofing)
Other



Describe present and historic physical appearance

The building that currently houses the New Grand Cafe is a two-story
reinforced concrete and coursed ashlar structure located on K Street in the
central commercial district of Rock Springs, Wyoming. This Late Victorian
Italianate commercial bullding was built by John Bertagnoli in 1911. The
first floor was leased to the North Side State Bank when it was first
formed in 1912, The original building had a typical recessed entrance with
flanking display windows, kickplates, and a clerestory composed of snall
glass tiles, There was a second entrance for access to the second story.
The uppetr portion of the facade was finished in cut sandstone with a
decorative metal cornice. Second story windows were regularly-spaced one
over one-light double-hung units.

The cuvrent building is quite similar to the original (26' x75'). It
retains the decorative cornice and stone facade. The street level has been
opened up removing the northern display windows. The clerestory area has
been covered with a signboard bearing the current name of the business.
PHOTOS~-Please attach black and white photos

See attached sheet



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in
relation to other properties:

nationally: statewide: locally:
Applicable National Register Criteria: X A __B X _C __D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) A _B _C _D _E _F _G
Aveas of Significance  Period of Significance Significant Dates
Commerce (bank) 1912-1924
Commerce 1924-1939

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder

N/A John Bertagnoli?

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considera-
tions, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

This building is significant for its association with the history of
the growth of the central business district of Rock Springs in the early
twentieth century. It was built for or by John Bertagnoli in 1911 and
leased to the newly formed North Side State Bank in 1912. The bank
remained at this location until moving to new facilities in 1924, The
building then housed the De La Mare Hotel and the Nocrth Side Cafe through
the 1930s. Although the atreet level has been remodeled, the building
retains much of its original form, scale, and materials and therefore has
sufficient physical and architectural integrity to convey feeling and
association with its period of historical significance as a bank, hotel,
and restaurant.



9., Major Bibliographical References

Property Records, Tax Assessor's Office, Sweetwater County Courthouse,
Green River.

No Author, "Bertagnoli Building About Completed,”" Rock Springs Rocket,
Rock Springs, Wyoming, 12/8/1911.

No Author, ﬁNew Bank For the North Side," Rock Springs Rocket, Rock
Springs, Wyoming, 6/14/1912,

Sanborn Insucrance Maps, 1890, 1894, 1903, -1912

Wyoming State Business Directory, 1908, 1910-11, 1917, 1920, 1925,
1926, 1929, 1932, 1937, ‘

Primary location of additional data:
___State Historic Preservation Office
___Other State Agency
_ _Federal Agency
___ Local Government
___University
X _Other
Specific repository: Sweetwater County Historical Museum, Green River

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property: less than one .
USGS Quad or City Base map: Rock Springs, Wyoming 7.5' USGS Quadrangle

UTM References
Zone 12 648420 mE 4605420 mN

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is located at 117 K Street, Rock Springs, north of the old
Union Mercantile Building. Tt occupies Lot 3, Block 8, of the North
Addition.

Boundary Justification

The boundary is the lot which the building occupies. The building is also
considered a contributing element te and is located within the planned Rock
Springs Central Business National Register District.

11, Form Prepared By:

Name/Title: Robert G. Rosenberg

Crganization: Rosenberg Historical Consultants Date: Februacy 23, 1989
Street & Number: 739 Crow Creek Road Telephone: 307/632~1144
City or Town: Cheyenne State: WY

Zip Code: 82009-9010



NEW GRAND CAFE, 117 K Street, Rock Springs

This building (second from left) was built by or for John Bertagnoli
in 1911. It housed the North Side State Bank until 1924. Tt then
became the De La Mare Hotel and the North Side Cafe throughout the
1930s. It has been remodeled at street level, but most of the
building retains its historic appearance (looking northwest).



WYOMING HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE
INVENTORY FORM

1. Name of Project and/or Report No.
Historical Survey of the Rock Springs Central Business District
Rock Springs Certified Local Government Committee
2. Name of Property: Park Hotel
Historic Name: Park Hotel
Other names/site number: 48SW7688
3. Property Owner: Park Hotel, Inc.
Address: Rock Springs, WY

4, Location

Street & Number: 19 Elk Street Not for Publication

City, Town Rock Springs Vicinity
State: WY, Code: 56 County: Sweetwater Code: 037 Zip Code: 82901

TI9N-R105W, NW/NE Section 35
53, Clasgification

Category of Property No. of Resources within Property Physical Integrity
Contributing Noncoatributing

X_Building(s) Building(s) Excellent

1
__District Sites Good
__Site Structures X__Fairc
__Structure Objects Poor
__Object _ 1 Total
National Register Status: X__ Eligible Not Eligible

Unevaluated X_ District Potential

6. Function or Use A
Histocric Function Current Functions

Domestic: hotel Domestic: hotel

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
(Style or Building Form)
Foundation: Concrete
Walls: Brick
20th Century Commercial
Roof: Asphalt (crolled roofing)
Other



Describe present and historic physical appearance

The Park Hotel is a brick, four-story flat-roofed building located at
the northwest corner of North Front Street and Elk Street in the central
commercial district of Rock Springs, Wyoming. The building was constructed
in 1914-15 and is representative of 20th century commercial architecture.
" The chief architectural features are a contrasting white terra cotta-capped
parapet and secondary cornice and a darker shade of red brick used only for
the fourth floor. The fourth floor was added sometime in the 1920s. The
street level of the Park Hotel has been modified so that the south
elevation that once included a pedimented entrance and shops with display
windows has been covered and closed in with red bricks. This portion of
the hotel is now the "Sage Room" where a bar and lounge are located. The
east elevation has also been altered and modernized with bdbrickwork £illing
in arched windows, display windows, and recessed entrances and dinstalling
smaller rectangular plate glass windows. The old Park Grille portion is now
the Tumbleweed Coffee Shop. The remainder of the building including the
second through fourth floors remain essentially the same., Therefore the
building retains its original form, scale, and fabric and retains feeling
and association with its period of historical significance as the premier
hotel in the central commercial district in the early 20th century.

The Park Hotel is four-story and rectangular in shape (94' x 75') with
a concrete foundation, Tt is constructed with light red bricks with a dark
red brick used only on the fourth floor. The roof is f£lat and covered with
rolled roofing. It is surrounded by a terra cotta-capped brick parapet.
The street level was modified during a 1976 renovation of the building
generally closing or altering original arched windows, display windows, and
recessed openings with red brick walls and plate glass windows. The
remaining stories have regularly spaced and aligned rectangular window
openings with one over one-light double-~-hung windows with metal sash and
frames. The fourth story has four over one-light double-hung units. There
is a white terra cotta secondary cornice and a terra cotta decorative
cornice contrasting with the dark red pressed brick wall., The west
elevation of the building has no architectural embellishments and shows
that the building actually has north and south wings connected on the east
elevation and with an intervening space. The roof has two large metal signs
bearing the name of the hotel. These signs are early or original, The
sign on the southeast corner has lost most of its letters as well as four
spotlights which once 1lit the sign at night. The building was once flanked
by a row of small one-story frame stores on the west side and a large
three~story frame rooming house on the north. These have since been
removed, and a modern one-~story precast stone iansurance building has
replaced the rooming house.

PHOTOS-~Please attach black and white photos

See attached sheets



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in
relation to other properties:

nationally: statewide: locally:
Applicable National Register Criteria: X A _ B X C _ D
Critevia Considerations (Exceptions) & B _C _D _E _F G
Areas of Significance Period of Significance Significant Dates
Commerce 19141939

Cultural Affildiation

: N/A
Significant Pecrson Architect/Builder

N/A D.D. Spani, Acrchitect;
F.H. Cowell, Denver, brick work
Rock Springs Lumber Co., inside
work ‘

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considera-
tions, and areas and periods of significance noted above,

The Park Hotel is significant for its association with the history of
the growth of the central business district of Rock Springs in the early
twentieth century. It was constructed in 1914-15, and John Park, the
proprietor, advertised his establishment as the only modern hotel in Rock
Springs with hot and cold water in every room and rooms with baths. The
Park Hotel catered to "commercial men"™ and "automobile tourists," the
latter veferring to the completion of the Linceln Highway through Rock
Springs. The hotel was strategically located adjacent to the Union Pacific
Depot. The new hotel was located on the site of the wood frame Elk Hotel,
also owned by John Park. He purchased the neacrby Hotel Phoenix to expand
the building site. Portions of the old buildings were incorporated into the
new hotel, while other portions were moved to other lots owned by Park on
Elk Street. The new hotel was designed by Rock Springs architect D.D.
Spani, F.H. Cowell of Denver rveceived the contract for the brick work.
Cowell built a $15,000 brick plant at Rock Springs to manufacture bricks
for the Park Hotel and the new high school. The Rock Springs Lumber Company
received the coatract for the inside work. The foundation was begun in
October 1914, In the middle of construction, the plans were scaled down to
provide less ovnamentation, posgibly to save money. By December 1915, the
brick walls had been completed, and the roof was to be installed
immediately to allow inside work to continue through the winter, The Park
Hotel was not ready for occupancy until the fall of 1916, The new hotel
was described in a newspaper article as follows:

The hotel will be modern in every parcticularc, The corridors

and dining room will have tile floors which will be one most
important sanitary improvement. The £first story will be used



for stores on the street exposure, except the rear part of Elk
Street, which will be the dining room. The house will be
divided into units, so that if ficre breaks out in one place, it
can be cared for before it can spread to another portion., The
floors will be double, with sound deadening felt between.
There will be Mason safety treads on the stairs; automatic
elevator; baggage elevators; with stand pipe and hose to use in
case of fire.

The hotel building will have thirty-eight rooms, twenty of
which will have private baths and toilets. All rooms have
running water. Each floor will have public toilet and bath for
men and women, separate. The building will be heated with
vapor vacuum system. Each rvoom will be on the outside, built
around a court, and all exposed sides adjacent to frame
buildings, will have fireproof metal frames and doors. 4ll
halls and corridors are large and spacious, and open off from
the stairs and elevator... :

Basement story will be devoted to sample rooms, furnace and
basement for stores, lighted with plate and prism glass. This
story is re-inforced concrete, the upper stories of brick, the
face brick being pink mottled pressed brick, with dark mottled
trimmings, in connection with the terra cotta cocrnice,
balconies, belt and string courses.

The new hotel also boasted a vacuum cleaner system and an "automatic
enunciator."”

The Park Hotel represents the period of rapid growth and modernization
of Rock Springs. True to its advertising, it was the largest and most
modern hotel in Rock Springs during this time period. The building has
served the same function under the same name since it was established.
Despite modifications to the street level that are not wholly compatible,
the Park Hotel retains fair physical integrity.



9. Major Bibliographical References

No Author, "Splendid New Hotel Building to be Erected at Once in Rock
Springs," Rock Springs Rocket, Rock Springs, Wyoming, 6/26/14.

No Author, "Foundation Laid for the New $60,000 Modern Elk Hotel,"
Rock Springs Rocket, Rock Springs, Wyoming, 10/23/14,

Rock Springs Rocket, Rock Springs, Wyoming, 9/24/15.

No Author, "The New Park Hotel, Now in Course of Construction,"” Rock
Springs Rocket, Rock Springs, Wyoming, 12/17/15.

Rock Springs Rocket, Rock Springs, Wyoming, August 1916.

Property Records, Tax Assessor's 0ffice, Sweetwater County
Courthouse, Green River.

Primary location of additional data:
State Historic Preservation Office
Other State Agency
Federal Agency
Local Government
University
X _Other
Specific repository: Sweetwater County Historical Museum, Green River

—

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property: less than one
USGS Quad or City Base map: Rock Springs, Wyoming 7.5' USGS Quadrangle

UTM References
Zone lg_ 648280 mE 4605230 mN

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is located at the northwest corner of North Front Street anc
Elk Street at 19 Elk Street, Rock Springs. It occupies Lots 1-3 anrd ar

ad jacent tract, Block 5, in the Original Town plat.

Boundary Justification

The boundary is the lots which the building occupies. The building is alsc

considered a contributing element to and is located within the planned Rocl
Springs Central Business National Register Distriect. =

11. Form Prepared By:

Name/Title: Robert G. Rosenberg

Organization: Rosenberg Historical Consultants Date: 2/21/89
Street & Number: 739 Crow Creek Road Telephone: 307/632-1144
City or Town: Cheyenne State: WY

Zip Code: 82009-90Q10



PARK EOTEL, 19 Elk Street, Rock Springs

John Park constructed "the only modern hotel in Rock Springs with
hot andcold water in every rcom” -in 1914, although it was not open
to the public until the fall of 1916. It was built +o cater to
cemmercial men and automobile tourists, many of whom would drive
through Rock Springs on the newly completed Lincoln Highway.
Above: locking northwest; below: looking south.
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PARK HOTEL, 1% Elk Street, Reck Springs (looking northeast)
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WYOMING HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE
INVENTORY FORM

Name of Project and/or Report No.
Historical Survey of the Rock Springs Central Business District
Rock Springs Certified Local Government Committee

Name of Property: Model Boot/Mel's Barber Shop/Crafters Boutique
Historic Name:
Other names/site number: 48SW7736

Property Owner: Joseph J. and Sharon Lison
Address: Rock Springs, WY

Location

reet & Number: 211-221 Broadway Not for Publication
ty, Town Rock Springs Vicinity
ate: WY. Code: 56 County: Sweetwater Code: 037 Zip Code: 82901

T19N-R105W, NW/NE Section 35

Classification

tegory of Property  No. of Resources within Property Physical Integrity
Contributing Noncontributing
Building(s) _ 1 Building(s) Excellent
District Sites __Good
Site Structures Fair
Structure Ohjects Poor
Object - _1_ Total
tional Register Status: Eligible X_ Not Eligible
Unevaluated Distvict Potential

Function or Use _
storic Function ‘ Cutrent Functions
known Commerce/trade: specialty store

Description

chitectural Classificatdion Materials
tyle or Building Form)

Foundation: Concrete
Walls: Brick

th 'Century Conmmercial

Roof: Asphalt (rolled roofing)
Other

1N



Describe present and historic physical appearance

The building that houses the Model Boot, Mel's Barber Shop, and the
Crafters Boutique is a two-story vred brick commercial structure located at
the northwest corner of B Street and Breoadway in the central commercial
district of Rock Springs, Wyoming. The building was constructed in 1942
and is typical of the brick commecrcial building architecture of the 1930s
and 1940s seen in Rock Springs. It has a corner entrance as well as two
other entrances to small businesses on the south elevation and two entrances
to apartments on the second floor, The storefronts have wooden and glass
doors with transoms with flanking plate glass windows. Signboards are
placed above the window and door levels but there is no clerestory. The
second story has regularly-spaced paicred one over one-light double-hung
windows with brick sills. The building has a brick parapet and flat roof
and rests on a concrete foundation, There are no architectural
embellishments or decorations. The building does not appear to have
received any exterior modifications since it was constructed.

PHOTOS~~Please attach black and white photos

See attached sheet



8. Statement of Significance
-Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in
relation to other properties:

nationally: statewide: locally:
Applicable National Register Criteria: _ A _ B __C _ D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) _4 B _€ _D _E _F _G@G
Areas of Significance Period of Significance Significant Dates

Not Applicable

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder

N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considera-
tions, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The building is typical of 1930s-1940s brick commercial buildings in
Rock Springs. It is less than 50 years of age and has no exceptional
historical significance that would make it an exception to the National
Register fifty year eligibility qualification. It is therefore considered
to be ineligible to the National Register of Historiec Places.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Property Records, Tax Assessor's Office, Sweetwatecr County Courthouse,
Green River.

Sanborn Insurance Maps, 1890, 1894, 1903, 1912

Wyoming State Business Directory, 1908, 191C-11, 1917, 1920, 1925,
1926, 1929, 1932, 1937,

Primary location of additional data:
State Historic Preservation Office
___Other State Agency
___Federal Agency
Local Government
:::University
X Other

Specific repository: Sweetwater County Historical Museum, Greem River
106, Geographical Data

Acreage of property: less than one
USGS Quad or City Base map: Rock Springs, Wyoming 7.5' USGS Quadrangle

UTM Refecences

Zone 12 648320m E 4605070m N

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is located on the northwest corner of B Street and Broadway in
Rock Springs. It occcupies the south half of Lots 1l and 2, Block 6, in the
Original Town plat.

Boundary Justification

The boundacy is the lots which the building occupies. The building is
considered ineligible to the National Register of Historic Places and is
located outside the proposed Rock Springs Central Business National
Register District.

11. Form Prepared By:

Name/Title: Robert G. Rosenberg

Ocganization: Rosenberg Historical Consultants Date: February 20, 1989
Street & Number: 739 Crow Creek Road Telephone: 307/632-1144
City ocr Town: Cheyenne State: WY

Zip Code: 82009-9010



MODEIL, BOOT/MEL'S BARBER SHOP/CRAFTERS BOUTIQUE, 211-221 Broadway,
Rock Springs
This red brick commercial building was constructed in 1942 and is

typical of commercial architecture of the 1930s and 1940s in Rock
Springs (locoking northwest) .











































































WYOMING HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE

INVENTORY FORM

1. Name of Project and/or Report No.
Historical Survey of the Rock Springs Central Business District
Rock Springs Certified Local Government Committee

2, Name of Property: C & C Electronics i

Historic Name: Elk Saloon, Paris Cafe {%ﬁ%ﬁﬁh g
Lo W

Other names/site numbher:

48SW7693 g b

3. Property Owner: John Bunoing Jr. et al.
Address: Rock Springs, :

4. Location

Street & Number: 403 W,

T19N-R10QS5SW,
5. Classification

Category of Property

WY

Front Street

City, Town Rock Springs

State: WY. Code: 56 County: Sweetwater Code: 037
NW/NE Section 35

No.

of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

1_Building(s) _1_ Building(s)
___District Sites
_Site Structures
__Structure Objects
__Object 1 Total

National Register Status: X__ Eligible
Unevaluated

6, Function or Use
Bistoric Function

Commerce/Trade: restaurant

7. Description

Current Functions

Not for Publication
Vicinity
Zip Code: 82901

Physical Integrity

Excellent
Good

T

Not Eligible
X__District Potential

Commerce/Trade: specialty store .

Architectural Classification Materials
(Style or Building Form)

Late Victorian, Italianate

(Original building)

Foundation: Concrete/stone

Walls: Wood/stucco

20th Century Commercial with
ATt Deco elements {(remodeled
version)

Roof: rolled roofing
Other




Describe present and historic physical appearance

The building that currently houses C & C Electronics is located at

the northeast corner of North Front Street and Elk Street in the central

commercial district of Rock Springs, Wyoming. The building was constructed
in about 1908 and was a one-story wood frame building with an ornate
bracketed wood cornice and a typical store front with recessed entrance
flanked by display windows., It housed the Elk Saloon and barber shop. In
1920 the Paris Cafe moved to this building from its previous location one
Lot to the east after a fire and renovated the intecior. Sometime in the
late 1920s or early 1930s, the exterior was remodeled., The decorative
cornice was removed, the recessed entrance was alsc modified, and blue,
red, and black terva cotta tile was added to the facade on the kickplates
and window trim. A west entvrance with a Acrt Deco style metal awning and
terra cotta tile was added. This enttance was used as a taxi stand. In
the 1930s and 1940s, the building housed the Westecrn Cafe and Taxi Stand
and the exterior modifications had already taken place.

The cucrrent building is a one-story flat roofed wood frame commercial
structure (107' x 25"} with a concrete and stone foundation. The exterior
walls are covered with a light-colored stucco. Blue, red, and black.terra
cotta tile accents the kickplates and is used as trim around the digplay
windows on the facade. The entrance is a glass and aluminum door centered
in the south elevation. The west entrance has an Art Deco style aluminum
or steel awning with tecrra cotta tile trim acround the door. This entrance
has been sealed over and is no loanger in use. Qtherwise the exterior of
the building is unadorned. ‘

PHOTOS~~-Please attach black and white photos

See attached sheets
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8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this propecty in
relation to other properties:

nationally: statewide: locally:
Applicable National Register Criteria: X_A _ B __C _ D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) _A B _C _D _E _F _ @G
Areas of Signifiéance . Period of Significance SigﬁificantrDates
Commerce ca. 1908-1939 _ late 1920s5-1930s
Entertainment/Recreation . (exterior remodeled)

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Avchitect/Builder

N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considera-
tions, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

This property 1is significant for its association with the history and
growth of the central business district of Rock Springs in the early
twentieth century. Built in about 1908, this building first served as the
Elk Saloon and bacrber shop. In 1920, the Paris Cafe moved to this location
after a fire damaged its former location ome building to the east. The
interior of the building was remodeled at this time. The most interesting
feature of the remodeling were numecous paintings on the walls by S.J.
Svrensen of scenes in Yellowstone and Teton National Parks and around
Pinedale, Wyoming. The 1925 Wyoming Business Directory lists both the New
Paris Cafe and Leo Furg Restaurant at this location. By 1932, the the
building housed the Western Cafe owned by Tom Choi Chun. A taxi stand was
added late. The extecvior of the building was extensively remodeled sometime
in the 1930s with Acrt Deco or Acrt Moderne accents such as multi-colored
terra cotta tile and a wind-swept metal awning over the west entrance. The
curcrent building looks much the same as it did in the 1940s. While no
longer original, the architectural detailing represents commercial building
trends in Rock Springs during this time period.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Property Records, Tax Assessoc's Office, Sweetwatetr County Courthouse,
Green River.

Sanborn Insurance Maps, Rock Springs, Wyoming, 1%03, 1912,

Wyoming Business Directory, 1908, 1910-11, 1917, 1920, 1925, 1926,
1829, 1932, 1937,

Rock Sprinqé Rocket, Rock Springs, Wyoming, 12/26/19, 6/25/1920,.

Historic Photographs of Rock Springs, Sweetwater County Historical
Museum, Rock Springs.

Primacry location of additional data:
State Historic Preservvation Office
Other State Agency
Federal Agency
Local Government
University

X
Specific repository: Sweetwatecr County Histocrical Museum, Green River

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property: less than one
USGS Quad or City Base map: Rock Springs, Wyoming 7.5' USGS Quadrangle

UTM References

Zone 12 648310m E 4605240m N

Verbal Boundary Description

The propecty is located at the nocrtheast corner of Nocth Front Street and
Elk Street at 403 North Front Street, Rock Springs. It occupies Lot 12,
Block 4 in the Original Town plat.

Boundacy Justification

The boundary is the lot which the building occupies. The building is also
considered a contributing element to and is located within the planned Rock
Springs Central Business National Register District.

11, Form Prepared By:

Name/Title: Robert G. Rosenberg

Organization: Rosenberg Historical Consultants Date: 2/20/89
Street & Numbecr: 739 Crow Creek Road Telephone: 307/632-1144
City or Town: Cheyenne State: WY

Zip Code: 82009-9010




C & C ELZCTRONICS, 403 North Front Street, Rock Springs

This structure was built in about 1908 and originally housed
the Elk Salcon and Barber Shop. It has also housed the Paris

Cafe, the Leo Fung Restaurant, and the Western Cafe and taxi
stand (lcoking northeast).
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4.

WYOMING HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE
INVENTORY FORM

Name of Project and/or Report No.
Historical Survey of the Rock Springs Central Business District
Rock Springs Certified Local Government Committee

Name of Property: Custom Silk Screen/Vacant Woolworth's/ Second Floor
Photo

Historic Name: Paris Cafe/Thurmond's Toggery/Toastmaster Cafe/Elk
Recreation Parlor/Travelute Clothing/F. W Woolworths

Other names/site number: 488W7694

Property Owner: Cohen & Ormland
Address: Rock Springs, WY

Location

Street & Number: 407~11 North Froat Street Not for Publication
City, Town Rock Springs Vicinity
State: WY. Code: 56 County: Sweetwater (ode: 037 Zip Code: 82901

5.

T19N-R105W, NW/NE Section 35

Classification

Category of Property No. of Resources within Property Physical Integrity

7.

Contributing Noncontributing

1_Building(s) _ 1 Building(s) Excellent
__District Sites Good
__Site Structures - X__ Fairc
__Structure Objects Poor
__0Object 1 Total
National Register Status: X__ Eligible Not Eligible

Unevaluated X_ District Potential
6. Function or Use
Historic Function Cucrrent Functions
Commerce/trade: restaurant, specialty store/vacant

department store-

Description

Architectural Classification Materials

(Style or Building Form)

Foundation: Concrete

Late Victorian, Italianate Walls: Wood frame, brick facade
{original buildings)

Roof: Asphalt (rolled roofing)

20th Century Commeccial Other
(remodeled buildings)

in



Describe present and historic physical appearance

The building that curvently houses Custom Silk Screen, a vacant
Woolworth store, and Second Floor Photo is located on the north side of
North Front Street in the central commercial district of Rock Springs,
Wyoming. The building was oviginally a one-story structure that housed
three businesses and was constructed about 1911. From west to east there
was a moving picture theater, a confectionacy store, and a narcow
millinery shop. When constructed, the exterior walls except for the facade
were covered with pressed metal siding. In 1914, a wood frame second story
was added to the east portion of the building then known as the Danton
Building. At that time, the lowetr stocy contained the Moonlight Candy
Kitchen and the remaining portion was leased to Thurmond's Toggery. After
the second story addition, there were, in effect, two buildings. The one-
story and two- story portion each had decorative bracketed cornices. In the
late 1910s, the moving picture theatecr became the Paris Cafe. Fire broke
out in the Paris Cafe and Thurmond's Toggery on December 26, 1919, The
Paris Cafe then moved one building west to the Elk Saloon and remodeled it.
Thurmond's Toggery was still in the same location in 1925. 4.W. Travelute
Clothing succeeded Thurmond's. The Toastmaster Cafe was also located here
in the one-story portion., By 1937, F.W, Woolworth's occupied the two-story
building and Cohen's Store For Men occupied the one-story building in the
1940s. During the intervening time, a brick facade had been added and the
separate decovative cornices removed effectively joining the two buildings
as they appear today. '

The building is a combined one and two-story wood frame structure with
a flat roof and rests on a concrete foundation with a full basement.
Originally one building, a wood frame second story was added to the east
half in 1914. The east and west portions each had a separate decorative
cornice. Sometime in the 1930s, the facades were covered with brick and
joined. The two portions were combined for a F.W. Woolworth Department
store. There are two recessed entrances with double leaf doovrs flanked by
display windows with marble kickplates. The second-story portion has three
sets of three windows with one over one-light double-hung units separated
in the middle by a one-light fixed window. There is a white terra cotta
cornice and a brick parapet capped with cement, The Woolworth name is also
imbedded in the sidewalk at the entrance.

PHOTOS--Please attach black and white photos

See attached sheet -



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in
relation to other properties:

nationally: statewide: locally:
Applicable National Register Criteria: X A _ B _C _ D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) __A _B _C _D _E _F _G
Areas of Significance  Period of Significance Significant Dates
Commerce 1911~-1939 o 1914, second stocy

added to east half
ca. 19305, brick
facade

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Acchitect/Builder

N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify crdteria, criteria considera-
tions, and areas and peciods of significance noted above.

This propecty is significant for its association with the history and
growth of the central business district of Rock Springs. in the early
twentieth century. First built in 1911, this building housed a moving
picture theater, candy store, and millinery shop. In 1914, a wood frame
second story was added to the eastetrn half. The building then contalned
Thurmond's Toggery and the Moonlight Candy Kitchen. The motion picture
theatre became the Paris (Cafe. In 1919, fire broke out and damaged
Thurmond's Toggery and the Pacris Cafe. As a result, the Paris Cafe moved
one building west. Louis de Wit's Toastmaster Cafe was located in the one-
story porvtion by 1929, Travelute Clothing succeeded Thurmond's by 1929. In
the 1930s, a brick facade was added to the building effectively joining the
two segments. By the 1940s, the building housed Cohen's Store For Men and
F.W. Woolworths. It appears that Woolworths later occupied the entire
building. While not  original, the extetrior of the building has not been
significantly altered since the 1930s-era renovation. It also retains its
1914 one-and two-story preportions,



9. Major Bibliographical References

Property Records, Tax Assessor's Office, Sweetwater County Courthouse,
Green River.

Sanborn Insucvance Maps, Rock Springs, 1903, 1912,

Rock Springs Rocket, Rock Springs, Wyoming, 7/3/14, 12/26/19, 6/25/20.

Wyoming Business Directory, 1908, 1910-11, 1917, 1920, 1925, 1926,
1929, 1932, 1937,

Primary location of additional data:
State Historic Presecvation Office
Other State Agency
Federal Agency
___Local Government
_ University
X__Other
Specific repository: Sweetwater County Historical Museum, Green River

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property: less than one
USGS Quad or City Base map: Rock Springs, Wyoming 7.5' USGS Quadrangle

UTM References

Zone 12 648330m E 4605250m N

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is located on the north side of North Front Street at 407-11
North Front Street, Rock Springs. It occupies the W-1/2 of Lot 9, Lot 10,
and Lot 11, Block 4 in the Original Town plat.

Boundary Justification

The boundary is the lots which the building occupies. The building is also
considered a contributing element to and is located within the planned Rock
Springs Central Business National Register District. :

11. Form Prepared By:

Name/Title: Robert G. Rosenberg

Organization: Rosenberg Histotrical Consultants Date: 2/25/89
Street & Number: 739 Crow Creek Road Telephone: 307/632-1144
City or Town: Cheyenne State: WY

Zip Code: 82009-9010
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CUSTCM SILK SCREEN/VACANT WCOLWORTHS/SECOND FLCOR PHOTO,
407-411 North Front Street, Rock Springs

This commercial structure (second from left) was built in 1911 and
housed a theatre, candy store, and millinery shop. After medifica-
ticns made in 1914, it heoused Thurmond's Toggery and the Moonlight
Candy Kitchen. Subsequently, various businesses have operated
here-—the Paris Cafe, Cohen's Store for Men, and F.W. Woolworths.
{locking northeast)

































WYOMING HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE
INVENTORY TFORM

1. Name of Project and/or Report No.
Historical Survey of the Rock Springs Central Business District
Rock Springs Certified Local Government Committee

2, Name of Property: Warehouse Video
Historic Name: Miller Pharmacy, J.C. Penney
Other names/site number: 48SW7695

3. Property Owner: J.C. Penney
Address

4. Location

Street & Number: 421-425 North Front Street Not for Publication
City, Town Rock Springs Vicinity e

State:; WY, Code: 56 County: Sweetwater Code: 037 Zip Code: 82901 .,
T19N-R105W, NW/NE Section 35 : R

5. Classification

Category of Property  No. of Resources within Property Physical Integrity
Contributing Noncontributing

X Building(s) 1 Building(s) Excellent
__District Sites Good
__Site Structures X _Fair
__Structure Objects Poor
. __0Object 1 Total

National Register Status: X__Eligible Not Eligible

Unevaluated X__ District Potential

6. Function or Use .

Historic Function Current Functions

Commerce/trade: speciality store Commerce/trade: specialty store

Commerce/trade: department store

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
(Style or Building Form)
. Foundation: Concrete
Walls: solid masonry
Late Victorian, Italianate

(original building) Roof: Asphalt (rolled roofing

20th Century Commercial Other: There may be elements of the

(remodeled building) original wood frame structure remain-
ing
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Describe present and historic physical appearance

The building that currently houses Warehouse Videos 1s a two-gtory
brick structure with a flat roof located on the north side of North Front
Street in the central commercial district of Rock Springs, Wyoming. The
building was originally constructed im 1909 and was a wood frame two-staory
structure. It served as a drug store, possibly Anderson Drugs. By the mid-
1920s. it was occupied by the Miller Pharmacy and the Elk Pool Hall in the
eastern portion. In 1929, the building was radicaly remodeled with a brick
facade and solid masonry walls and became the J.C. Penney store, supposedly
the second outlet in what became a naticonal chain. The clerestory area has
been modifled with a ribbed aluminum signboard hiding the original-
signboard area. The recessed entrance areas are similar but decorative
stone has been used in the kickplate areas and for trim around the display
windows. ' '

The building is a two~story brick structure (60' x 38') with a ‘flat
roof. The building rests on a coancrete foundation with a full basement,
The facade or south elevation is constructed with brick. - The remaining
walls are of solid masonry construction. The original building was of wood
frame construction, The facade has a cement-capped stepped parapet and
three rectangualr-shaped areas with decorative brickwork. The second story
windows are one over one-light double-hung units. The first story has two
recessed entrances with plate glass display windows in aluminum frames.
The kickplates and trim areas are covered with decorative stomne. The
clerestory area has a ribbed aluminum signboard extending the width of the
building. Two additions have been added to the rear of the building.

PHOTOS~-Please attach black and white photos

See attached sheets
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B. Statement of Significance ,
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in
relation to other properties: '

nationally: statewdide: locallyy
Applicable National Register Criteria: X A _ B _C _ D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) A B _C _D _E _F _G
Areas of Significance  Period of Significance Significant Dates
Commerce 1909-1939 o 1929 (major reno-

vations)

Cultural Affiliation

N/A .
Significant Person Architect/Builder

J.C. Penney Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considera-
tions, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

This property is significant for dits association with the history of
the growth of the central business district of Rock Springs in the early
twentieth century. It was originally a wood frame building constructed in
1909 as a drug store. In 1929, it was remodeled or rebuilt using brick and
solid masonry walls to house the J.C. Penney store. This was reportedly
only the second such outlet in what became a national chain., The building
is typical of twentieth century commercial architecture and has received
only minor exterior modifications since 1929. The signboard area in the
clerestory could be easily uncovered to reveal the original area.




9. Major Bibliographical References

Property Records, Tax Assessor's Office, Sweetwater County Courthouse,
Green River. :

Sanborn Insuvance Maps, 1903, 1912,

Wyoming Business Dicectory, 1908, 1910-11, 1917, 1920, 1925, 1926,
1929, 1932, 1937.

Primary location of additional data:
State Historic Presecrvation Office
___Other State Agency
Federal Agency
Local Government
Univecrsity
Other _
Specific repository: Sweetwater County Historical Museum, Green River

X-—-—-——

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property: less than one
USGS Quad or City Base map: Rock Springs, Wyoming 7.5' USGS Quadrangle

UTM References

Zone 12 648340m E 4605260m N

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is located at 421-25 Nocth Front Street, Rock Springs. It
occupies Lot 8 and the E~1/2 of Lot 9, Block 4 in the Original Town plat.

Boundary Justification

The boundary is the lots which the building occupies. The building is also
considered a contributing element to and is located within the planned Rock
Springs Central Business National Regigster District '

I11. Form Prepared By:

Name/Title: Robert G. Rosenberg

Organization: Rosenberg Historical Consultants Date: 2/24/89
Street & Numbecr: 739 Crow Creek Road : Telephone: 307/632-1144
City or Town: Cheyenne State: WY

Zip Code: 82009~9010.
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WAREHOUSE VIDEO, 421-425 North Front Street, Rock Springs

This structure (at right) was originally a wood frame drug store
built in 190%. It was rebuilt or remodeled in 1929 and housed
the J.C. Penney store, the second outlet of the national chain.
It has received only minor modifications since 1929 (looking
northwest) .
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WYOMING HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE
INVENTORY FORM

1. Name of Project and/or Report No.
Historical Survey of the Rock Springs Central Business District
Rock Springs Certified Local Government Committee

2., Name of Property: Medical Group
Historic Name:
Other names/site number: 485W7737

3. Property Owner: G.M. Harrison et al.
Address: Rock Springs, WY

4, Location

Street & Numbecr: 430 Broadway
City, Town Rock Springs : Vicinity
Code: 037

State: WY. Code: 56 County: Sweetwater Zip Code: 82901
T19N-R1I05W, NW/NE Section 35
5. Classification
Category of Property No. of Resources within Property Physical Integrity
Contributing HNoncontcibuting
1 Building(s) 1 Building(s) Excellent
__District Sites Good
__Site Structures X__Fair
__Structure Objects Poor
__Object 1 Total
National Register Status: Eligible X Not Eligible
Unevaluated Distvict Potential

6. Function or Use

Not for Publication

Historic Function

Health Care:Medical business/office
7. Description

Architectural Classification

{Style or Building Form)

20th Century Commercial

Current Functions

Same

Materials

Foundaticon: Concrete
Walls: Concrete/brick

Roof: Asphalt (rolled and built up)
Other



Describe present and historvic physical appearvance

The building that houses the Medical Group 1s a one-story concrete and
brick, flat-croofed commercial building located on the south side of
Broadway in the central commeccial district of Rock Springs, Wyoming. The
building was constructed in 1940 on the site of the 0ld wood frame
Methodist Church. The parking lot is located where several dwelling once

stood. The building is essentially the same as when built except that
sealed windows have been added. The exterior walls are faced with brick
painted white, The building rests on a concrete foundaticon and a half-

finished basement. The building has a flat toof and a brick parapet capped
with cement. The entrance has double-leaf glass and aluminum deoors flanked
by cucrved glass brick panels. Decorative brick has been used around the
entrance. This portion of the building is slightly higher and extends
beyond the building lines of the remainder ¢f the buildiag. The rest of the
building is similar with a brick parapet capped with cement and regularly-
spaced two-light fixed windows in recessed bays with decorative .brick below
the brick sills contrasting with the white painted brick pilasters. There
is a cement belt course above the windows. The name "Medical Group" written
in metal letters is located above the door on a narrow cement awning.
Thervre is a brick-walled parking lot located Just east of this building
extending to the corner of the block,

PHOTOS--Please attach black and white photos

See attached sheet



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of thlS property in
relation to other properties:

nationally: statewide: locally:
Applicable National Register Criteria: A4 _ B __C D
Criteria Considevations (Exceptions) A _B _C _D _E _F _G
Aveas of Significance Period of Significance Significant Dates

Not Applicable

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Acrchitect/Buildec

N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify critevia, criteria considera-
tions, and areas and periods of significance noted above,

The building is less than fifty years of age. It has no known
exceptional historical orv architectural significance needed to waive the
fifty year Hational Register criterion. Therefore, the building is not
considerved eligible to the National Register of Historic Places,.

T e i e e s o I

.



or Bibliographical References
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{ Boundary Description

roperty is located on the south side of Broadway at 430 Broadway, Rock
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WYOMING HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE
INVENTORY FORM

1. Name of Project and/or Report No.
Historical Survey of the Rock Springs Central Business District
Rock Springs Certified Local Government Committee

2. Name of Property: New Life Ministries :
Historic Name: Crystal Meat Market, C.F. O'Donnell Meat Market
Other names/site number: 48SW7696

3. Property Owner: L.B. Enterprises c/o New Life Ministries

Address: Rock Springs, WY

4, Location

Street & Number: 431 North Front Street Not for Publication
City, Town Rock Springs Vicinity
State: WY. Code: 56 County: Sweetwater Code: 037 Zip Code: 82901

T19N-R105W, NW/NE Section 35
5. Classification

Category of Property No. of Resources within Property Physical Integrity
Contributing Noncontributing

X_Building(s) 1 Building(s) Excellent
_District Sites X__Good
__Site Structures __Fair
__Structure Objects Poor
__0Object 1 Total
National Register Status: X_ Eligible Net Eligible

Unevaluated X_ District Potential
6. Function or Use ‘ :
Historic Function Current Functions
Commerce/Trade: specialty store Religion: religious structure

Commerce/Trade: restaurant (bar)

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
(Style or Building Form)
Foundation: Concrete
Walls: wood frame covered with tin
20th Century Commercial
Roof: Asphalt (rolled roofing)
Other



Describe present and historic physical appearance

The building that curcvently houses the New Life Ministries is a one-—
story frame falsefront with a gable roof located on the north side of North
Front Street in the central commercial district of Rock Springs, Wyoming.
The building was constructed sometime prior to 1890 and served as a saloon.
In about 1899, Rudolph Ebeling established the Crystal Meat Market here,
and the building continued a long history as a butcher shop. J.W. and C.F.
0'Donnell tok over the Crystal Meat Market around the turn of the centucry.
The brothers manufactured sausage and lard on the premises. Oscar Henkel
became the owner in the late 1920s and continued the meat business through
the 1930s. Sometime after 1929, the clapboard siding on the facade was
covered with black and white ceramic tile. Otherwise the building is
gsimilar in form, scale, and fabric and therefore has feeling and
association with its period of historical significance as a butcher shop.

The building is a one-story wood frame falsefront (78' x 23'6") with a
concrete foundation, full basement, and a gable rvoof. The walls are
covered with pressed tin siding except for the facade or south elevation
which has been covered with small white and black ceramic tiles creating an
interesting diamond pattern mosaic. The recessed entrance has a transom
and is flanked by two large plate glass display windows. The original
facade did not have a recessed entrance and the display windows were
smaller,

PHOTOS~~Please attach black and white photos

See attached sheet
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8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property ia
relation to other properties:

nationally: statewide: locally:
Applicable National Register Criteria: X A _ B X C _ D
Criteria Considervations (Exceptions) _A _B _C€C _D _E _F G
Areas of Significance Period of Significance Significant Dates
Avrchitecture 1929-1939 . ca.‘1930, facade
Commerce 1890~1939 : remodeled

Cultuval Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder

N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considera-
tions, and areas and periods of significance noted above,.

This property is significant for its association with the history of
the growth of the central business distrvict of Rock Springs in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. It was constructed sometime
prior to 1890 and housed a saloon. In about 1899, Rudolph Ebeling
established the Crystal Market. The 0'Donnell Brothers hecame the ownecs
in the early twentieth century. A newspaper article published in 1910
described the Crystal Market as follows:

For more than 12 years this establishment has been a leader
in its line, and since the present owners took chatrge of the
business this market has been known as a place where the very
.best and highest class goods in its line were carrvied at all
times. All that is the finest and best in meats, suasage, lard
and vegetables finds a home at the Crystal Market...

The owners of this market make a specialty of their superior
sausage and lard, all of which is manufactured on the premises,
Modern and improved machinery is in use for the proper handling
of this department and all of the slaughtering is done by the
firm under careful personal supervision.

The Crystal Market continued in business through World War TII, making it
one of the most long-lived businesses in Rock Springs. The interesting

ceramic facade is indicative of the Art Deco style of architecture popular
in the 19308 and 1940s.



9. Major Bibliographical References

No Author, "Rock Springs--0One of Wyoming's Theifty and Up-To-Date Cities,'
Rock Springs Rocket, 9/23/1910. .

Property Records, Tax Assessor's 0Office, Sweetwater County Courthouse,
Green River.

Rock Spring§ Miner, Rock Springs, Wyoming, July 1899,

Sanborn Insurance Maps, 1890, 1894, 1903, 1912,

Wyoming State Business Dictectory, 1908, 1910-11, 1917, 1920, 1925,
1926, 1929, 1932, 1937.

Primary location of additional data:
State Historic Preservation Office
Other State Agency
___ Federal Agency

Local Government
___University
X__Other

Specific repository: Sweetwater County Historical Museum, Green River

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property: less thamn one
USGS Quad or City Base map: Rock Springs, Wyoming 7.5" USGS Quadrangle

UT™ References

Zone 12 648350m E 4605265m N

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is located at 431 Nocrth Front Street, Rock Springs. Tt
occupies Lot 7, Block 4 in the Original Town plat.

Boundary Justification

The boundary is the lot which the building occupies. The building is also
considered a contributing element to and is located within the planned Rock
Springs Central Business National Register District.

11. Form Prepared By:

Name/Title: Robert G. Rosenberg

Organization: Rosenberg Historical Consultants Date: 2/22/89
Street & Number: 739 Crow Creek Road Telephone: 307/632-1144
City or Town: Cheyenne State: WY

Zip Code: 82009-9010



NEW LIFE MINISTRIES, 431 Nerth Front Street, Rock Springs

This structure (at right) is cne of the oldest remaining buildings

in the commercial district. Constructed prior to 1890, it originally
housed a saloon. In 1899 it became the Crystal Meat Market, which
was soon zcquired by the O'Connell brothers. The market continued

in business through World War II, making it one of the most long-
lived concerns in Rock Springs (looking northwest) .
















































WYOMING HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE
INVENTORY FORM

Name of Project and/or Report No.
Historical Survey of the Rock Springs Central Business District
Rock Springs Certified Local Government Committee

2. Name of Property: A-1 T.V, Sales and Service
Historic Name: W.W. Paterson Hardware, Heitz Hardyare, Paris Hat Shop
Other names/site number: 48SW7697
3. Property Owner: Mike Kostakis et al.
Address: 129 J Street, Rock Springs, WY
4. Location
Street & Number: 443 North Front Street Not for Publication
City, Town Rock Springs Vicinity
State: WY. Code: 56 County: Sweetwater Code: 037 Zip Code: 82901
T19N-R105W, NW/NE Section 35
.
5. Classification
Category of Property No. of Resources within Property Physical Integrity

Contributing Noncontributing

X_Building(s) 1_ Building(s) Excellent
__District Sites {__Good
__Site Structures Fair
__Structure Objects Poor
__Object 1l Total
National Register Status: X _Eligible Not Eligible
Unevaluated X_ District Potential

6. Function or Use . :
Historic Function Current Functions
Commerce/Trade: specialty store Commerce/Trade: speéialty store
7. Description
Architectural (Classification Materials
(Style or Building Form)

‘ Foundation: Stone
Late Victorian, Italianate Walls: wood frame, shiplap siding

(19th Century Commercial bldg.)

Roof: Asphalt (rolled roofing); wood
shingles on addition
Other '



Describe present and historic physical appearance

The building that currently houses A-1 T.V. is located on the nortl
side of North Freont Street in the central commercial district of Rocl
Springs, Wyoming. This Late Victorian Italianate building is typical of
single storefront commercial building of the late 19th century. It wa:
constructed sometime prior to 1890 and is one of the few remaining 19t
century wood frame buildings in the commercial disteict that retain:
physical integrity. It first served as a saloon and bottle works, then :
bicycle and harness shope, and by the early twentieth century, it hac
become a hardware shop. Heitz Hardware Company was located at thi:
location in 1925, By the late 1940s, the building housed the Paris Hat Shoj
and a barber shop.

The building is a one-story wood frame falsefront (96' x 21') with
gable roof covered with volled roofing. The building rests on a stone
foundation with a small cellar area. The facade has a recessed single
entvance flanked by large plate glass display windows and stuccc
kickplates. The clerestory is composed squae black tiles. There is a plair
wood secondarty cornice and a decorative wood cornice with brackets anc
dentils. The exterior walls are covered with shiplap siding. A second wooc
frame one-story addition was built onto the rear or north elevation of the
building between 1903 and 1912, This addition has a gable roof covered witt
wood shingles. A third cement block addition was added to the nortt
elevation at an unknown date, so that there are a total of three north-
south segments forming the overall structure; however, the additions cannot
be seen from North Front Street.

PHOTOS~-Please attach black and white photos

See attached sheet,



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying offilcial has consldeved the significance of this property in
relation to other properties:

nationally: statewide: locally:
Applicable National Register Criteria: X A __ B X C _ D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) _4Ao _B _¢ _D _E _F _G
Areas of Significance Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture pre-1890-1939

Commerce

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Unknown

State significance of propecty, and justify criteria, criteria considera-
tions, and areas and periods of significance noted above,

This property is significant for its association with the history of
the growth of the central business district of Rock Springs in the late
ntineteenth and early twentieth century. The building was comnstructed
sometime prior to 1890. 1In that year it served as a saloon and bottle
works. By the late 1890s, it had become the W.W. Patterson Harness and
Bicycle Shop. Patterson continued to conduct business £from this address
into the early 1920s, augmenting his line with auto parts and sporting
goods. He then moved to the corner of Pilot Butte Avenue and M Street. The
Heitz Hardware Company then occupied the building. M.E. Davis Shoes moved
in in 1926, and the store was occupied by Leon and Pitsitos Barbers in the
1930s. By the 1940s, the building housed the Paris Hat Shop and bacber
shop. The building is one of the oldest remaining wood frame structures in
the Rock Springs central commercial district that retains good physical
integrity. It is representative of Late Victorian Italiante Commercial
architecture, and has received only minor exterior modifications since it
was built, -
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9, Major Bibliographical References

Property Records, Tax Assessor's Office, Sweetwater County Courthouse,
Green River.

Sanborn Insurance Maps, 1890, 1894, 1903, 1912
No Author, "Here They Are. Some Interesting Notes of Rock Springs' History

and Its Business Men," Rock Springs Miner, Rock Springs, Wyoming,
2/9/1899.

Yyoming State Business Directory, 1908, 1910-11, 1917, 1920, 1925,
1926, 1929, 1932, 1937. )

Primary location of additional data:
State Historic Preservation Office
__Other State Agency
____Federal Agency
___Local Government
__ University
X_ Other
Specific repository: Sweetwater County Historical Museum, Green River

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property: less than one .
USGS Quad or City Base map: Rock Springs, Wyoming 7.5" USGS Quadrangle

UTM References

Zone 12 648360m E 4605270 m N

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is located at 443 North Front Street, Rock Springs. It
occupies Lot 5, Block 4 in the Original Town plat.

Boundary Justification

The boundary is the lot which the building occupies., The building is also
considered a contributing element to and is located within the planned Rock
Springs Central Business National Register District.

11. Form Prepared By:

Name/Title: Robert G. Rosenberg

Organization: Rosenberg Historical Consultants Date: 2/23/89
Street & Numbecr: 739 Crow Creek Road Telephone: 307/632-1144
City or Town: Cheyenne _ State: WY

Zip Code: 82009-9010



A-1 T.V. SALES AND SERVICE, 443 North Front Street, Rock Springs

This is one of the oldest remaining wood Erame commercial structures

in the central commercial district that retains good physical integrity.
It was built before 1890, and housed several businesses, including a
salocon, a bicycle, harness and hardware store, a hat shop, and a bar-
ber shop. Above: locking northwest; below: looking east.




WYOMING HISTCRIC ARCHITECTURE
INVENTORY FORM

1. Name of Project and/or Report No.
Historical Survey of the Rock Springs Central Business District
Rock Springs Certified Local Government Committee

2. Name of Property: Kelley's Shoes
Historic Name: Tom Thum Candy Co., Parker Bros. Confectionary
Other names/site number: 48sW7598

3. Property QOwner: C. Leroy Russell
Address: Rock Springs, WY

4. Location

Street & Number: 447 North Front Street Not for Publication
City, Town Rock Springs Vicinity
State: WY, Code: 56 County: Sweetwater Code: 037 Zip Code: 82901

T19N-RI1IO5W, NW/NE Section 35
5, Classification

Category of Property No., of Resources within Property Physical Integrity
Contributing Noncontributing

I_Building(s) _1_ Building{s) Excellent

__District Sites Good

_ Site Structures Fair

__Structure Objects __Poor

__Object _ 1 =~ Total

National Register Status: Eligible X__Not Eligible
Unevaluated District Potential

6. Function or Use -

Historic Function Current Functions

Commerce/Trade: specialty store Commerce/Trade: specialty store

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

(Style or Building Form)
Foundation: Stone
Walls: wood frame
20th Century Commercial
Roof: wood shingles
Other



Describe present and historic physical appearance

The building that currently houses Kelley's Shoes is a one-story wood
frame commercial structure located on the aoth side of North Front Street
in the ceantral commercial district of Rock Springs, Wyoming. There was a
shorter wood frame building used as a saloonr at this location as early as
1890. By 1912, the building housed a stationery and confectionary store.
In the 1920s and 1930s, the building housed the Tom Thum Caandy Company
owned by Goetlieb Thon. By the 1940s, it was known as the Parker Bros.
Confectionery. In 1672, the building received an additiom to the novth
elevation and the facade was remodeled as it now appears., These
modifications radically altered the original Late Victorian Italiante
character of the building with its falsefront and ornate cornice. The
building no longer resembles the original structure in form or fabric.

The building is a one-story wood frame structure (142' x 24,5') with a
gable voof covered with wood shingles. It rests on a stone foundatioan and
has a small cellar, The facade or south elevation has a single recessed

entrance flanked by plate glass display windows in aluminum frames, The
building has brick kickplates. The remainder of the facade is composed of
tibbed aluminum with large metal letters spelling "Kelley's Shoes." There

is also a suspended aluminum awning over the entrance.
PHOTOS~~Please attach black and white photos

See atached shaet



8. Statement of Significance .
Cecrtifying official has considecvred the significance of this property in
relation to other properties:

nationally: statewide: locally:
Applicable National Register Critecria: _ A _ B _ C _ D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) A _B _C _D _E _F _G
Areas of Significance  Period of Significance Significant Dates
Not applicable N/A

Cultuvral Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Acchitect/Builder

N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considera-
tions, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

This property is not considered eligible to the Nationmal Register of
Historic Places because 1t no longer retains sufficient
physical/architectural integrity to convey feeling and association with its
period of historic gignificance, i.e., the late 19th-early 20th century
growth of the central business district of Rock Springs. Alterations to
the facade in 1972 have completely changed the character of the building
removing the distinctive falsefront with decorative cornice and altecing
the entrance and display window area and materials.



6, Major Bibliographical References

Property Records, Tax Assessor's Office, Sweetwater County Courthouse,
Green River.

Sanborn Insurance Maps, 1890, 1894, 1903, 1912,

Wyoming State Business Directory, 1908, 1910-11, 1917, 1920, 1925,
1926, 1929, 1932, 1937.

Historic Photographs of Rock Springs, Sweetwater County Historical Museum,
Green River. :

Primary location of additional data:
___State Historic Preservation Office
__0Other State Agency

___Federal Agency

___Local Government

. University

X Other
Specific repository: Sweetwater County Historical Museum, Green River

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property: less than one
USGS Quad or City Base map: Rock Springs, Wyoming 7.5" USGS Quadrangle

UTM References

Zone 12 648365m E 4605275a N

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is located at 447 North Front Street, Rock Springs. It
occupies Lot 4, Block 4 in the Oviginal Town plat.

Boundacry Justification

The boundary is the lot which the building occupies. The building is
considered a noncontributing element to and is located within the planned
Rock Springs Central Business National Register District,

11. Form Prepared By:

Name/Title: Robert G. Rosenberg

Organization: Rosenberg Historical Consultants Date: 2/23/89
Street & Number: 739 Crow Creek Road Telephone: 307/632-1144
City or Town: Cheyenne State: WY

Zip Code; B82009-9010



KELLEY'S SHOES, 447 North Front Street, Rock Springs

This structure {(at right) has housed a number of businesses over
the years, including a salcon in the 1890s, then a staticnery and
confectionary. The facade was remodeled in 1972, altering the
nistorical character of the building's appearance. Above: Kelley's
Shoes, at right, locking northwest.
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WYOMING HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE
INVENTORY FORM

1. Name of Project and/or Report HNo,

Historical Survey of the Rock Springs Central Business District
Rock Springs Certified Local Government Committee

2. Name of Property:
Historic Name: Senate Saloon

Other names/site number: 48SW7699

Chipp
WY

Property QOwner: W.
Address: Rozk Springs,

4, Location
Street & Number:

City, Town
State: WY. Code:

Rock Springs
56 County:

Toastmaster Bar

453 North Frount Street

Sweetwater

Not for Publication
Vicinity

Code: 037 Zip Code: 82901

Ti19N-R105W, NW/NE Section 35

5. Classification

Physical Integrity

Category of Property - No. of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing

1_Building(s) 1 Building(s) _ _Excellent
__District Sites _ _Good
__Site Structures __ Fair

Structure Objects X__Poor
__Object 1 Total
National Register Status: ___ Eligible X__Not Eligible

Unevaluated

6. Function or Use
Historic Function

Commerce/Trade: restaurant {(bar)

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Style or Building Form)

20th Century Commercial

District Potential

Current Functions

Commerce/Trade: restaurant (bar)

Materials

Foundation: Concrete
Walls: wood frame (brick rear)

Roof: Asphalt (rolled roofing)
Other



Describe present and historic physical appearance

The building that currently houses the Toastmaster Bar is located on
the nocth side of North Front Street in the central commercial district of
Rock Springs, Wyoming. The building was constructed sometime priov to
1890. It originally housed a saloon. By 1894, it housed a cestaurant and
an addition had built built onto the rear or north elevation, William
Griffiths ran the Senate Saloon at this location throughout the early 20th
century. By 1925, the building housed the Hing Jew Restaurant. The King
Fong Cafe succeeded this business in the late 1920s. By 1937, J.G. Deemas
had a restauvant at this location. By the late 1940s, the Toastmaster Bar
was located there. The building was remodeled in 1946, and the facade was
changed radically, removing the decorative cornice and pressed metal
siding. The glass bricks were added at that time. It appears that the
building has been remodeled again since 1946. As a result, the building has
poor physical/architectural integrity.

The building is a one-story wood frame structure (142" x 23') with a
gable roof covered with asphalt shingles. It rests on a concrete foundation
with a basement. The exterior walls are covered with shiplap siding except
for a brick addition on the rear or nocth elevation. THe fdacade is composed
of a plastic and aluminum material covecing the old falsefront area. There
are two entrances with aluminum and glass doors. The intecvening area has
two small plate glass windows with aa intecrvening area of glass bricks,
There is brickwork on the lower wall between the entrances.

PHOTOS-~-Please attach black aad white photos

See attached sheet



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in
relation to other properties:

nationally: statewide: localiy:
Applicable National Register Criteria: _ A& _ B _ C _ D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) _A B _C _D _E _F _G
Areas of Significance Period of Significance Significaant Dates
Not applicable N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder

N/A Unknown -
State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considera-
tions, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

This building is not considered eligible to the National Register of
Historic Places because i1t no longer retains sufficient
physical/architectural integrity to have feeling and association with its
period of historical significance, i.e., the late 19th-early 20th Century
Rock Springs central commercial district, Although the building is quite
old and was the location of the Senate Bar, exterior modifications have
irreversibly altered its original appearance.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Property Records, Tax Assessor's Office, Sweetwater County Courthouse,
Green River.

Sanborn Insurance Maps, 1890, 1894, 1903, 1912.

W. Yates, "Rock Springs When This Century Was Young," undated typewritten
manuscript, Rock Springs File, Sweetwater County Historical
Museum, Green River.

Primary location of additional data:
State Historic Preservation Office
Other State Agency
Federal Agency
Local Government
University
__ Other
Specific repository: Sweetwater County Historical Museum, Green River

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property: less than one :
USGS Quad or City Base map: Rock Springs, Wyoming 7.5' USGS Quadrangle

UTM References

Zone 12 648370 mE 4605280 mN

Verbal Boundary Descriptioun

The property is located at 453 North Front Street, Rock Springs.
occupies a portion of Lot 2, and all of Lot 3, Block 4 in the Original Town

plat.

Boundary Justification

The boundary is the lots which the building occupies. The building is
considered a noncontributing element to and is located within the planned

Rock Springs Central Business National Register District.
11, Form Prepared By:

Name/Title: Robert G. Rosenberg

Organization: Rosenberg Historical Consultants Date: 2/23/89
Street & Number: 739 Crow Creek Road Telephone: 307/632-1144
City or Town: Cheyenne State: WY

Zip Code: 82009-9010



¢
TOASTMASTER BAR, 443 North Front Street, Rock Springs

This building was constructed pricr to 1890 and originally housed
a salcon and by 1894, a restaurant. The Senate Salcon was located
here throughout the early twentieth century; it has been the Toast-
master Bar since the 1940s. It has been remodeled at least twice
since 1946, and no longer retains its historical appearance.

Above: Toastmaster Bar, at right, locking northwest.



WYOMING HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE
INVENTORY FORM

1. Name of Project and/or Report No.
Historical Survey of the Rock Springs Central Business District
Rock Springs Certified Local Government Committee

2. Name of Property: Callas Realty/Front Street News
Historic Name: Grand Opera House, Union Opera House, Labor Temple
Other names/site number: 48SW7624

3. Property Owner: W.R. Dickson, Louise Rushmore, Pete Delaurante .
Address: Dickson, 1937 Opal, Rock Springs; Rushmore, 1903 Coral, Rock
Springs; Delaurante, 908 Lee, Rock Springs, WY.

4. Location

Street & Number: 457 North Front Street Not for Publication
City, Town Rock Springs Vicinity
State: WY. Code: 56 County: Sweetwater Code: 037 Zip Code: 82901

T19N-R105W, NW/NE Section 35
5. Classification

Category of Property No. of Resources within Property Physical Integrity
Contributing Noncontributing

¥ Building(s) 1 Building{s) ____Excellent
__District Sites ___ _Good
__Site Structures X_ Fair
__Structure Objects ___Poor
__Object 1 Total

National Register Status: X_ Eligible ___Not Eligible

Unevaluated X__ District Potential

6. Function or Use :
Historic Function Current Functions

Recreation & culture: theater Commerce/trade: business
Commerce/trade: organizational

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
(Style or Building Form)
Foundation: Stone/sandstone
Walls: Stone/sandstone
Late Victorian, Italiante
(19th Century Commercial, Roof: Asphalt (rolled roofing)
corner building) Gther



Describe present and historic physical appearance

The building that cucrrently houses Callas Realty and Front Street News
is a coursed ashlar, two-story, flat-roofed and gambrel-roofed commercial
building located at the northwest corner of North Front Street and J Street
in the central commercial distcict of Rock Springs, Wyoming. This Late
Victorian Italiante building is typical of a corner commercial building of
the late 19th century. It was ovriginally a wood frame building constructed
in 1889 by H.H. Edgar and was the ficst opera house in Rock Springs. It
burned in December 18%4 and was reconstructed on the site. The United Mine
Workers of America obtained the building in 1911 and renamed it the Union
Opera House. It also bore the legend "Labor Temple, 1914" on the parapet.
The rear portion of the building, a somewhat lower two-story stone addition
containing stage and screen, has been removed. The street level has also
been modified with new display windows and doors, and the clerestory has
been covered with ribbed wood paneling to create a sign board area. The
second story and the east elevation remain original. The building retains
its essential original form, scale, and fabric and therefore has feeling
and association with its period of historical significance as a theater and
union hall.

The building is two-story and rectangular in - shape (68' x 52') with a
beveled corner entrance. It is constructed with coursed cut sandstone
blocks and rests on a sandstone block foundation with a full basement,
Although the roof appears flat due to the stone-capped parapet, the view
from the north elevation reveals at least a partial gambrel roof covered
with rolled roofing. Unaltered windows on the second floor are evenly
spaced and are typically one over one-light double-hung units set in wood
frames. ©Fach has a second separate fixed omne-light window located directly
above each bay. The second-story corner window has an arched fixed window
set above the double-hung unit with radiating voussoirs, One of the windows
in the east elevation was altered at an unknown date to provide an outside
entrance to the second stocry via a metal staircase that has been removed
except for a landing with rail, A secondary stone cornice exists above the
display window and street entrances area. The original building had a
nmulti-paned clerestory that has been filled in with rcibbed wood paneling
that 1s used as a sign board area. The display windows and entrances have
been replaced and altered and have aluminum frames. However, the windows
and entrances are located in the same position and have similarv dimensions.
The legend "Union Temple 1914" has been removed from the top of the parapet
on the beveled corner of the building, A lower stone two-story addition
with a flat roof and raised area at the vear for the stage and screen has
been completely rtemoved, It is not known if this addition was original,
but it is shown in photographs as early as 1915 (see attached xerox photo).

PHOTOS~~Please attach black and white photos

See attached sheets



the district congregate each night of the week and on every
other Sunday evening the Sweetwater Federation of Trades and
Labor meets in general council. This c¢rganization is made up
of delegates from the various unions and most of the
important work is accomplished by this executive board,

The building thus reflects the time period when the coal miners in Rock
Springs first effectively organized and negotiated with the Union Pacific
Coal Company.



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this propercty in
relation to other properties:

nationally: statewide: locally:
Applicable National Register Criteria: X_A _ B X C __ D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) _ A _B _C _D _E _F _G
Aveas of Significance  Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1889-1939 ] 1894 (burned &
Entertainment/Recreation rebuilt)

Performing Arts
Social History

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Pecrson Architect/Builder

N/A H.H., Edgar

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criterla considera-
tions, and areas and periocds of significance noted above.

This property is significant for its association with the history of the
growth of the central business district of Rock Springs in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth century. Built in 1889 by R.H. Edgarc,
lumber dealer and building contracterv, 1t was the first opeta house
constructed in Rock Springs. Stage plays were performed here by traveling
road shows who came to town on the Union Pacific Railroad. Rebuilt after a
fire in 1894, it is the oldest remaining theater in Rock Springs. In 1911,
it was obtained by the United Mine Workers of America and thus reflects the
era of union organizing in the Rock Springs coal mines. The building 1is
also significant as a fine example of nineteenth century commercial
architecture reflecting the Late Victorian Italianate style. The building
was constructed by a Rock Springs contractor using locally quarried
sandstone.

The original opera house seated five hundred people. When i1t burned in
December 1894, it.was veplaced by this larger, more substantial stone
building that was the pride of Rock Springs citizens. The new theater
seated 750 people and boasted electric lights and steam heat. Public
meetings and dances were also held here. After the union obtained the
building, it changed the name t¢ the Union Opera House, In 1913, the union
converted the second floor into a large hall and moved out of the basement,
4 1915 article described the building:

The lower part of this building is rvented to various
business concerns and the upper part is devoted to club
rooms and meeting halls of the local unions. They maintain
a fine library comprising 1100 volumes, all of which were
donated...In the meeting halls the members of some union 1in



9. Major Bibliographical References

E.L. Merritt, "Forces of Labor--The Patriotism of Rock Springs," The
New West Magazine, 1915: 12-21.

No Author, "Incidents of Pioneer Days in Rock Springs."” WPA Subject
1285, Wyoming State Historical Research and Publication Division,
Cheyenne, no date.

Rhode, Robert B., Booms & Busts in Bitter Creek, Boulder, Colorado,
Pruett Publishing Company, 1987,

Property Records, Tax Assessor's Office, Sweetwater County Courthouse,
Green River.

Rock Sprirgs Rocket, Rock Springs, Wyoming, 9/26/1913.
Sanbora Insurance Maps, 1890, 1894, 1903, 1912

Primary location of additional data:

State Historic Preservation Office

Other State Agency

Federal Agency

Local Government

University

__Other

T Specific repository: Sweetwater County Historical Museum, Green River

X

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property: less than one
USGS Quad or City Base map: Rock Springs, Wyoming 7.5' USGS Quadrangle

UTM References
A 12 Zone $48380m Easting 4605290m Northing

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is located at the northwest corner of North Front Street and J
Street at 457 North Front Street, Rock Springs. It occupies Lot 1 and a
portion of Lot 2, Block 4 in the Original Town plat.

Boundary Justification

The boundary is the lots which the building occupies. The building is also
considered a contributing element to and is located within the planned Rock
Springs Central Business District National Register Nomination

11. Form Prepared By:

Name/Title: Robert G. Rosenberg, Historical Consultant

Organization: Rosenberg Historical Consultants Date: 5/11/89
Street & Number: 739 Crow Creek Road Telephone: 307/632-1144
City or Town: Cheyenne _ State: WY

Zip Code: 82009



CATIAS REABLTY, 457 North Front Street, Rock Springs (48SW7624)

Above: Callas Realty currently cccupies the historic Grand Opera
House, which was constructed in the 1890s after the original wood-
frame structure burned. It cccupies the northwest corner of North
Front and J Streets (looking northwest) .

Below: <Callas Realty, locking northwest.




CATTAS REATLTY (48SW7624)
Rear elevation of building. A slightly lcwer, two-story stone
addition that contained the stage and screen hds bean completely

removed, as was an exterior metal staircase leading to the second
story. Above: locking south; below: looking southeast.
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Matt Morrison, recording secretary Loecal 2293

hand organized labor has made the
grave mistake of confining its publicity
almost entirely to trade journals.
While full explanations of their ideals
and basic principles have many times
been clearly and forcefully stated in the
pages of their unicn trade newspapers
and magazines, these publications are
for the most part circulated entireiv
among union men, who have already
imbibed a correct view of the zims
described, Those in other walks of
life who occasionally or often receive

- L

copies of these trade journals, seldom
take the time or trouble to investigate
the contents, assuming it would be
dull reading or at best of interest only
to.those who fully accord with the sen-
timents therein advocated.

Since the beginning of war a new
comprehension of organized labor has
been forced into the minds of the
American people.  When relations
were broken with Germany the timid
trembled, from fear that the suppos-
edly dissatisfied working classes would
take advantage of this opportunity and
display their claws against the mythi-
cally oppressive capitalistic class, and
even the thoughtful entertained grave
doubts regarding this possibility, The
fact that the American Federation of
Labor at the earliest opportunity de-
clared unswerving loyalty to the coun-
try and immediately demonstrated an
unlooked for intelligent comprehension
ot all the principles involved by democ-
racy, caused the people of the country
to hrst heave a great sigh of relief and

.then begin to revise their ideas regard-

ing laber.

The Labor Temple, Rock Springs
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Name of Project and/or Report No.

Historical Survey of the Rock Springs Central Business District
Rock Springs Certified Local Government Committee

Name of Property:
Historic Name: Scott's Bakery
Other names/site number: 48SW7735

Rose Belmain
WY

Property Owner:
Address: Rock Springs,

4, Location

Street & Number:

City, Town Rock Springs

State: WY. Code: 56 County: Sweetwater
T19N-R105W, NW/NE Section 35

587 Broadway

5. Classification

No.
Contributing

Category of Property of Resources

Rocky Mountain Service Bureau

Not for Publication
Vicinity

Code: 037 Zip Code: 82901

within Property Physical Integrity

Noncontributing

1_Building(s) __1_ Building(s) Excellent
__District Sites Good
_ Site Structures Fairc
__Structucge Objects L___Poor
__Object _1_ Total
National Register Status: Eligible X__Not Eligible

Unevaluated District Potential
6. Function or Use
Historic Function Current Functions

Commercial/trade: specialty store

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Style or Building Form)

Foundation:
Walls:

20th Century Commercial

Roof:

Same

Materials

Concrete
Brick

Asphalt (rolled roofing)

Other



Describe present and historie physical appearance

The building that houses the Rocky Mountain Service Bureau is a two-
story brick commercial structure located just east of the First Security
Bank on the north side of Broadway in the central commercial district of
Rock Springs, Wyoming. This building was constructed in 1941 and formerly
housed Scott's Bakery and Sweetwater Federal Savings and Loan. The facade
has been remodeled but was originally of brick with a recessed entrance and
display windows.

The curcent building is a two-story brick structure (24" x 70') with a
flat roof. Apartments are located on the second floor. It has a concrete
foundation and light brown brick walls. The facade has been covered with
dark brown stucco with regularly-spaced eight-light windows in the second
floor. The street level has a recessed entrance with double~leaf glass and
aluminum doors and flanking plate glass display windows. There is a small
aluminum awning above the entrance and wood trim has been used around the
windows and kickplate areas,.

PHOTOS-~Please attach black and white photoé

See attached sheet



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in
relation to other propecrties:

nationally: statewide: locally:
Applicable National Register Criteria: __ A _ B _C __ D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) _A _B _C _D» _E _F _G
Areas of Significance Period of Significance Significant Dates

Not Applicable

Cultural Affiliation

N/A . :
Significant Person Architect/Builder

N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considera-
tions, and areas and periods of significances noted above.

This building is less than fifty years of age and retains poor
physical and architectural integrity due to extensive remodeling of the
facade. It is wholly out of character with the neighboring First Security
Bank in terms of scale, proporation, materials, and architecture. It is
therefore consideved ineligible for the National Register of Historic

Places and is a noncontributing element to the proposed Rock Springs
Central Business National Register District.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Property Recovds, Tax Assessor's Office, Sweetwater County Courthouse,
Green River.

Sanborn Insurance Maps, 1890, 1894, 1903, 1912

Wyoming State Business Directory, 1908, 1910-11, 1917, 1920, 1925,
1926, 1929, 1932, 1937.

Primary location of additional data:
State Historic Preservation Office
Other State Agency

Federal Agency

Local Government

__University

Other
Specific repository: Sweetwater County Historical Museum, Green River

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property: less than one
USGS Quad or City Base map: Rock Springs, Wyoming 7.5' USGS Quadrangle

UTM References
Zone 12 648490 mE 4605180 miN

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is located east of the First Security Bank at 507 Broadway,
Rock Springs. It occupies the south half of Lot 12, Block 8 in the
Original Town plat.

Boundary Justification

The boundary is the lot which the building occupies. The building is
considered a noncontributing element to and 1s located within the planned
Rock Springs Central Business National Register District.

11. Form Prepared By:

Name/Title: Robert G. Rosenberg

Organization: Rosenberg Historical Consultants Date: May 4, 1989
Street & Number: 739 Crow Creek Road Telephone: 307/632-1144
City or Town: Cheyenne State: WY

Zip Code: 82009-9010



ROCKY MOUNTAIN SERVICE BUREAU, 507 Broadway, Rock Springs

This structure (second from left) was censtructed in 1941 and formery
housed Scott's Bakery and Sweetwater Federal Savings and Loan. The
facade has been remodeled, and no longer resembles its original ap-—
pearance (looking northeast).
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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual
properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16Aa}).
Complete 'each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the
information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable.” For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and
subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-3900a). Use a typewriter, word
processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name SLOVENGKY DOM
other names/site number N/A

2. Location

street & number 513 Bridger Avenue not for publication
city or town Rock Springs vicinity —__
state Wyoming code 56 county Sweetwater code 37

zip code 82901

3. state/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986,
as amended, I hereby certify that this _X _ nomination request for

- determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering

properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural
and professional regquirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the

property _X meets - does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend
that this property be considered significant nationally statewide _X
locally. ( ___ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

b Ll L }11/a7)

S{Qnature of certifying official Date'

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register
criteria. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau
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4. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register
___ See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the
National Register

____ See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
National Register

removed from the National Register

other (explain):

Signature of Keeper Date
of Action

5. Claggification

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply})
x_ private

____ public-local

public-State

public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
: _x_ building(s)

district

gite

structure

object

i

Number ©of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

1 buildings
gites
structures
objects

1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National
Register _ 0

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part
of a multiple property listing.) N/A
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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions {Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: . Sub:
Social meeting hall
Recreation and culture auditorium
Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: Sub:
Commerce/trade business

7. Description

Architectural Clagsification (Enter categories from instructions)
Other: PFrame meeting hall

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation concrete

roof T-lock asphalt shipngles
walls Asbestos siding
other N.A.

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the
property on one or more continuation sheets.)

R ESC o

The Slovenski Dom, or the Slovenian National Home, was built in 1913 to
serve as a public hall and meeting place for several Slovenian-American fraternal
lodges in Rock Springs. It is located on its original site at 513 Bridger Avenue
on Lots 9, 10 and 11, Block 2 of the Pilot Butte Addition in Rock Springs,
Wyoming. Bridger Avenue is a busy mixed business and residential street. The
houses surrounding the Slovenski Dom are older brick and frame buildings, most
dating from the first three decades of this century.

The Dom is a two-story frame building with a concrete foundation and a full
basement. The extericr is covered with shingle-style, asbestos siding that was
applied over the original wooden shiplap around 198C. The roof is sheathed with
T-lock asphalt shingles over the original weooden shingles. Two brick chimneys
pierce the roof, one from a stove in the second floor near the front, the other
from the furnace at the north (back) end of the building. All the wlndows,
including the banked windows on the second and third floors in the front of the
building, are 3=-over-l, double-hung. Most of the windows are covered with
aluminum storm windows. The windows at the north end of the building and in the
northwestern corner have been covered with plywood. A large, faded and chipped
painted sign located between the first and second floors on the building's front,
proclaims it as "Slovenski Dom."

The front entrance, reached by three concrete steps, is located in a
recessed porch in the gable end. It is flanked by square wood columns with
carved capitals and topped with a flared cornice at the second story level.



NPS Form 10-900 ' OMB No. 10Z4+—0018
{Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section 7 Page 4

The original wooden columns, brackets and cornice are all now coveresgd with white
aluminum siding, installed at the same time as the siding and the =storm window
coverings in the early 1980s. There are two small exterior doors at =sither eide
at the north end of the building, reached via concrete steps and woodes=n landings.

Throughout the first and second flcors of the interior are hardwwood floors,
plaster walls, dark varnished woodwork, and many original electr——ical 1light
fixtures and switches (including both push button and knob switche=s). Nickel
plate steam radiators of varying sizes stand in every room and halliway. Steam
heat for the building is supplied by a furnace and boiler, originalliy fueled by
coal and later converted to natural gas.

Inside the front entrance is a foyer with a small suite of rcooms leading
off to the left and right. The rooms on the left {west), includirng a storage
closet and a bathroom, were refurbished in the spring of 1996 tc =mserve as an
office for the business that has leased the building. The largest: —room in the
suite was originally used a2s a meeting room by the Slovenski Dom orrganization,
various Slovenian lodges, and United Mine Workers local. It also se=rved as the
ladies' dressing room for plays and festivals. The c¢loset has a =mall ticket
window used when tickets were being sold for special events in tkee Dom. The
bathroom was originally a ladies' room. Behind the closet is a stzorage space
underneath the second-floor stairway.

The suite of rooms on the right (east) served similar purpocssss. A small
alcove with a ticket window opening onto the foyer was used durinmas dances and
other events where tickets were sold. The largest room in the suite was used as
a meeting room, a men's dressing room, and a coat room during events.. The suite
also includes a men's bathroom.

From the right side of the foyer beyond the front rcoms, a flicont of stairs
ieads to the basement. From the left side beyond that suite are srtaire to the
second floor mezzanine. The main hall of the Dom is separated from —the foyer by
two steps and a pair of wide wooden pocket doors with inset brass :znandles.

The main hall measures 54 feet, 6 inches long by 41 feet wide=. Lighting
is provided by eight original chandeliers. Extending around three =sides of the -
room is a dark wood chair rail consisting of three 1 x 3 boards. Metal rails
were added on the east and west walle in the 1980s when the Dom wass rented out
for ballet classes. A large mirror, broken now, is mounted on the west wall.

At the north end of the main hall, opposite the entrance, _is a stage,
measuring 19 feet wide by 20 feet deep and hung with red velwvet <rcurtains. A
large screen is mounted on a roller above the front of the stage. it bears a
hand-painted scene of a Slovenian castle on an island. The scene wass painted in -
the early 1950s by a local sign painter; it replaced an earlier scressn featuring
advertisements for local businesses. Doors at either side of the mazin hall lead
up four or five steps to the stage. Bt the back of the stage is a lzarge opening
{(now boarded up), accessible by a truck from an exterior lcading raz=zmp, used for
bringing large items into the hall. The windows in the back and :sides of the
stage area are now covered with plywoecd. In both wings are lz=rge storage
cupboards made of varnished tongue-in-groove boards.
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A staircase off the wegst side of the foyer leads to a series of rooms on
the second floor in the front of the building. At this level is a small balcony
with a wooden railing overlooking the main hall. The balcony was reportedly a
favorite vantage point for older women who wished to watch festivities in the
hall. .

A large room (41 feet wide by 18 feet, 3 inches long) stretches the length
of the building*s front. Its ceiling is arched and the room is lighted by brass
chandeliers. The floor in this room is linoleum over wood. The room was (and
still is) used as a meeting and bangquet room. It is furnished with a slat bench,
a small oak roll-top desk, a few wooden chairs and tables, and an upright piano.

Along the interior wall are five tall glass-front bookcases containing a
collection of literature published in Slovenia and distributed by Slovenian
cultural organizationa to Slovenian Naticonal Homes throughout the United States
in the 19203 and 1930s. {Among the books is a copy of The Adventures of Tom
Sawver in Slovenian.) BAlso stored in the bockcases are recent and back issues
of Slovenian language newspapers. Adjoining the room on the northeast is a small
kitchen with a trap door leading to the attic.

From the east side of the foyer, a flight of stairs leads down to the
basement. At the foot of the stairs,is a short hallway with a women's bathroom
at the west end and a men's bathroom at the east end. Each bathroom contains two
~stalls of dark wood and a lavatory. The fixtures may not be original, but they
are not new., A small room in the short hallway is used for storage.

The hallway from the stairs opens into the main room of the basement, which
measures 41 feet at its widest peoint and is 69 feet long. - Running lengthwise
down the center of the basement, and dividing it inte public space and back
room/kitchen space, is. a 25-foot-long carved wooden and mirrored bar. The bar
counter, measuring 34 feet, 9 inches, is also of wood, without decoration, but
with an iron foot railing.

Behind the bar is a suite of rooms. From the south (front) of the building
to the north (back) they include a kitchen, used for preparing foods sold at the
dances and other gpecial events, a store room for bar supplies, a emaller store
room containing a cupboard and an old wooden icebox, and the boiler/furnace room.
A small boarded-up door leading to the outside from the store room immediately
behind the bar was used at one time for liquor deliveries. The furnace room
contains a natural gas furnace and boiler, and a hot water heater. The furnace
.was originally fueled by cocal; there is a boarded-up coal chute into the furnace
room. At one time the furnace was fitted with an automatic stoker which is still
buried in the floor of the furnace room. At the back of the basement is a tiny
washroom containing a toilet and washbasin.
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) The concrete floor of the basement is covered with dark linoleum tile. A
series of steel posts provides support to the floor above. The lower half of the
interior basement walls and the posts are decorated with green, yellow and red
enamel paint in a random abstract design, probably applied by stenciling. This
original -decoration has been covered.up along part of the interior and western
walls with plyboard to disguise damage caused by mine subsidence; the broken and
cracked tiles in the floor also reveal damage from subsidence.

Only a few original furnishings are left in the building. In the upstairs
meeting room and the basement are a dozen or so six-foot-long green wooden slat
benches used to provide seating during events in the main hall. Originally each
of the lodges that used the Slovenski Dom had its own desk. Now just Ltwo remain
in the Dom, one in the upstairs room, the other in the stage area. In the main
hall are two wooden, formica-topped tables that were built by loecal carpenters
for use in the Slovenski Dom, especially for food sales. An oil painting of a
Slovenian town hangs beside the bar downstairs. In the smaller storeroom behind
the bar are rolls of tickets used for dance admissions and tambullahs. The
original cash register purchased by the Slovenski Dom is also located in this
room. {On the bottom of the cash drawer is a label giving the name of the
purchaser -- an original member of the Slovenski Dom board —— and the date of the
purchase in 1913.) In the early years of the Dom, a spinning wheel and a large
hand-made table stood on the stage. The spinning wheel is now in the collection
of the Sweetwater County Historical Museum; the table now belongs to the grandson
of the man who built it.

The building throughout looks worn and scuffed but, aside from subsidence
damage, is in reasonably good condition. Few renovations, except for the
addition of siding and storm windows on the exterior, have altered the appearance
of the building over the years. sStanding in the main hall of the
Slovenski Dom, it is quite easy to imagine the bustle and excitement of the

crowds at the annual’ Grape Festival, the New Year's Eve dahce, the lodge
" meetings, and other events taking place there.
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Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the
criteria gqualifying the property for National Register listing)

_X__ A Property is associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in
our past.

|

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type,
period, or method of construction or represents the work of a
master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents.a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)
owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
removed from its original location.
a birthplace or a grave.
a cemetery. !
. a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past
50 years.

DCmmoaom P

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
7 p 3 “
e ecreatio

_Bocial history

Period of Significance 1913 - 1947

Significant Dates /A

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation N/A

Architect/Builder architect unknown
" , Thomas Alma James, builder

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on
one or more continuation sheets.)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Slovenski Dom is eligible for listing on the National Register of
Historic Places because of its association with events and experiences that have
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of American history. For
more than 80 years, the Dom has served as the social and cultural heart of Rock
Springs' Slovenian community, one of the largest ethnic groups in this town that
was built on the labor of immigrant coal miners. The Slovenski Dom is also a
symbol of the ethnic diversity that is the hallmark of Rock Sprlngs' civic
identity.

But the historical context in which the Rock Springs Slovenski Dom was -
conceived, built and used is national as well as local and regional in scope.
That context extends into the last third of the 15%th century, as the post-bellum
United states was beginning to stretch its industrial legs, and coal mining,
steel making, and rajilroad building dominated the BAmerican economy. it
encompasses as we&ll the regional forces that built the Rocky Mountain region
economically and socially.

The industrial boom of the 19th century created a demand for labor that
brought millions of European immigrants to this country. By the 1880s and 1890s,
many of those immigrants were pouring out of southern and eastern Europe --—
Italians, Slavs, and Greeks joining the older waves of British, Irish, German,
and Scandinavian immigrants who had arrived in the first half of the century.
The story of those immigrants and their descendants during the past one hundred
yvears is a familiar one. And the version played out in Rock Springs, Wyoming,
follows the national script closely.

Remote southwestern Wyoming, in 1868 still part of Dakota Territory, had
its role to play - in the national industrial scene, as the first transcontinental
railroad pushed through' its high desert plateaus. The route of the Union Pacific
through southern Wyoming was chosen in part because of the rich coal reserves
that lay beneath the surface -- coal that could not only be used toc power the
rallroad's steam locomotives but could also be shipped and sold to consumers in
" the East.

Rock Springs had its origing as a coal mining town. In 1868, the Union
Pacific began opening mines in and around Rock Springs and began importing labor
to work them. At first most of the miners were native-born Americans from other
mining areas of the country. But the Union Pacific also recruited large numbers
of workers from Europe, particularly from the British Isles. So the work force
in the Rock Springs coal mines during the first decade of their operations
consisted primarily of English, Scotch, and Welsh, along with a substantial
number of Finns. In 1875, following labor unrest, the company hired several
hundred Chinese miners. But a mob of white miners, angered at the Chinese
presence, led a violent attack against them in 1885, killing 28 Chinese miners
and - -driving the rest out of Rock Sprlngs. The company decided to look to Europe
again for its labor force.
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In the ‘late 1880s and 18903, southern and eastern European immigrants began
to arrive .at the Rock Springs coal mines ‘in large numbers. Their impact on
Sweetwater: County's populatlon can easily be read in the national and state
censuses from 1900 through 1925.

'By December 1896, 1,089 men were 'working in the Union Pacific Coal Company
mines in-Rock Springs. Of that humber, only 60 were identified as "Americans,"
while workers representing- 21 other nationalities were listed. . Eastern and
southern Europeans, including Austrians, Hungarians, .Italians, Polanders,
Slavonians, and Russians, comprised nearly 25% of the work force. .By- 1906, when
830 of the 1699 workers in the Rock Springs mines were socuthern or eastern
Buropeans, that percentage had risen .to nearly 50%. By 1917, 56% of Rogck Springs -
miners were from this part of the world. )

.

"In this ethnic mix, people of south Slavic descent —— including those who
identified themselves as BAustrians, Carniolians (Slovenians), Croatians,
Dalmatians, Montenegrins, Serbians, Slavs and sSlavonians —— made up a goodly
proportion -- 551 or 32% of the work force in 1906, and 477 or 37% in 1917.
By 1920, nearly one—-sixth of Reck Sprxngs' population was Slovenian. In fact,
a Slovenian, John Rosir, was elected in 1915 from Rock Springs to serve in the
state leglslature.

Ag the Union Pacific opened up one mine after another in Rock Springs, the
neighborhoods that sprang up around them were. known by the number of the mine.
For instance, the area just south of the railroad tracks was called "No. 1 Hill,"
while the area along Bitter Creek north of the tracks was known as "No. 4." The
Union Pacific deliberately mixed ethnic groups both in the mines and the mining
camps and neighborhoods in which the miners and their families lived. Workers
were assigned to company housing within the neighborhoods in which their mine was
located. This policy had the effect of discouraging the formation of ethnic
enclaves within neighborhoods, which was in keeping with +the company 8
determination to mix nationalities, and languages, at the work place and in the
camps to prevent miners from working together against the company -- e.g., to
form unions.

Nevertheless, melgrants in Rock Springs —-— as everywhere else in the
nation —- were able to develop and maintain a sense of ethnic identity in a wide
range of ways. One reason they were able to do so wag the result of stream
migration, in which immigrants from a particular village or province in the old
country followed relatives or acgquaintances tc a location in the new one. &
second reason was the strong emphasis in most ethnic groups on marrying within
the group. A third reason was that in the new country the ¢ld divisions between
villages and provinces gradually gave way to a new sense of identity with a
nation of Slovenia or Poland or Flnland.

Ethnic Ldentxty was malntalned in cultural forms such as foodways,
religion, language, music, and customs. The practice -- widespread nationally
—— of boarding one's newly arrived countrymen especially helped promote the
continuation of language and foocdways. New institutions were alsoc established
in the immigrants' new homes. that provided a base for ethnic identity. These
included church. congregations and fraternal lodges, both of which were
adaptations of familiar institutions from the old country.
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Most immigrant fraternal organizations served both economic and social
purposes. Some of the national lodges were affiliated with the Roman Catholic
church, while others were more political in orientation, specifically pro-union
and socialistic. One of the primary functions was to provide hospital and death
benefits to members -- especially. in the early years of American industrial
development when medical and life insurance were not routinely provided by
companies and the social security system was not yet in place. In addition, the
lodges provided a social base for immigrants and their children, a place to meet
friends and engage in social activities. Local chapters of the national lodges
gent delegates to the annual conventions. -

In Rock Springs, the Slovenian immigrants, along with other ethnic groups,
including the Finns, Croatians, and Tyroleans, formed local chapters of national
fraternal lodges or benevolent societies. The Slovenian organizations included
two chapters of the South Slavonic Catholic Union (one chartered in May 1904 and
the other in 1908} (later consoclidated as the American Fraternal Union); the
Grand Carniolian Slovenian Catholic Union (KSKJ), chartered in 1925; and the
Slovenian Progressive Benefit Society (SNPJ), chartered in 1910.

In 1912, representatives of the Slovenian lodges in 'Rock Springs met to
form a corporation, Slovenski Dom, Inc., for the purpose of cbnstructing a
building for lodge meetings and other public events. {This organizational
meeting was held in the Finn Hall.) - The establishment of such buildings, known
as "Slovenian National Homes," which accommodated the activities of the lodges
and helped maintain a sense .of cultural identity, was widespread in Slovenian
communities throughout the United States. Rock Springs' Slovenski Dom, in fact,
was one of the earliest such buildinga. A unique feature of the organization's
by-laws is the stipulation that the Dom was always to be known by its Slovenian
name -+~ Slovenski Dom -- rather than the English translation of Slovenian
National Home. ‘

Although there were other Slovenski Doms in the Rocky Mountain region,
including the Slovenian National Home in Spring Glen, Utah, which is listed on
the NRHP, the Rock Springs' Slovenski Dom is the only one in Wyoming. What makes
it of particular historic value is that it is still owned by the original
organization and remaxns pretty much in its original condition.

The. Slovenski Dom, Inc. purchased three lets on Bridger Avenue from the
Union Pacific Coal Company, on June 24, 1913 for $§783.75. The contract for
construction of the Dom was signed between the Slovenski bom, Inc. and Superior
Lumber Company of Rock Springs, on September 18, 1913, It stipulated that the
building be completed by December 25, 1913 at a cost of $9,440. Thomas A. James,
owner of the Superior Lumber Company of Rock Springs, signed the contract. The
contract states that the plans were supplied to Superior Lumber for bidding
purposes; it is not known who designed the building or who drew up the plans and
specifications. Construction was financed through the sale of building bonds in
the total amount of $7,000. The building was completed in time for a New Year's
Eve dance on December 31, 1913.
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once built, the Slovenski Dom was the site of ethnic lodge meetings -—-
Slovenian, Croatian and Italian lodges ~- as well as for the local chapters of
the United Mine Workers. It was also used for dances, including the annual Grapeé
Festival (sometimes called the Wine Festival or the Wine .Arbor). During the
1930s and 1940s, dances were held twice a month, on the miners® paydays. Often
‘the dances were preceded by humorcus skits in Slovenian. During the dances,
women lodge members staged raffles of donated items. These "tambullahs," as they
were. called, involved eselling tickets with numbers on them; the ticket you
purchased -entitled you to the item WLth the corresponding number.

The Grape Festlval was LnstLtuted in 1922 and was held annually through the
mid-19708, sponsored by each lodge in turn. The last Grape Festival was held in -
1988. . The Festival involved decorating the hall with fruit and leaves- a
volunteer troupe of young pecple performed an elaborate skit before the general
dancing began. Many adult residents of Rock Sprlngs still fondly recall
attending the Grape Festival as children.

Music for-the.dances was prov1ded by local musiclansg playing - button
accordions, tubasg, clarinets, pianos, and drums. The Willie Yugovich Orchestra
was the regular band for the Slovenski Dom dances and the Grape Festival -through
the 19308 and 1940s. In the 1950g, Elsie Frolic, who had played the button
accordion with the Yugovich band, organized her own band to provide music at the
Dom in the 19508 and 19608, The Slovenski Dom provided an important venue for
the preservation and promotion of Slovenian and cther ethnic musical traditions
- that eventually coalesced into the contemporary, national genre known as polka.
Sweetwater cOunty 8 annual Polka Festival, established in 1984 by a local
accordionigt, is now a regular stop on the natxonal polka circuit for musicians
and polka-lovers alike.

Other events at the Slovenski Dom included fund-raisers and bhenefite for
various causes. Food- and drink were regularly served at all Slovenski Dom
affairs.  These included -ethnic foods such as kronskis (garlic sausage} and
patica (a nut bread). 'Liquor was served at the bar downstalrs. Whether or not
there was something going on at the Dom, the bar downstalrs operated as a private
¢lub on weekends for lodge members.

In addition to lodge- and Dom-sponsored events, the Dom was often rented
out for private affairs, including weddings and parties. In the 1970s and 1980s,
the Dom was rented to a newly formed congregation for its services, and was also
uged by ballet and karate classes.

In the 1980g, as the immigrant generation passed away and their children
aged, involvement in the lodges and the Dom organization itself has dwindled.
The lodges now function almost exclusively as small insurance policy
administrators; the Dom organization finds itself struggling to maintain the
building and meet utility bills. In 1996, the building was leased to & realty
and auction business for a year. The future of the building is uncertain. But
generations of Rock Springs residents remember the Slovenski Dom with great
fondness as the "Sloppy Dom,"™ where.they learned to polka (or ballet or karate},
where they met their spouses, and where they socialized with members of a broad
gpectrum of 'ethnic groups.
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"The death of the immigrant generation, intermarriage among their
descendants, and the c¢losing of the coal mines in the 19508 put an end to the
golden age of ethnic life in Rock Springs. But ethnic identity and a
congciousness of the cultural diversity that shaped the community persists as a
strong element in civic consciousness. In the 1920s, that awareness was
promulgated through an annual event known as International Night that featured
representatives of the many nationality groups dressed in "native costume" and
performing ethnic songs, music, and dance. The spirit of International Night was
revived in the mid-1980s by an international festival sponsored by the Rock
Springs YWCA, as part of a .growing national interest in .ethnic heritage and
cultural diversity. Today, a sign greeting visitors at the western entrance to
Rock Springs from Interstate 80 proclaims "Welcome to Rock Springs -Home of 56
Nationalities.™ . o

Rock Springs is one of the few coal mining towns in Wyoming that retains
any of its mining heritage and the ethnic legacy associated with it. Other
Wyoming coal camps and towns, such as Cambria in Weston County, Monarch in
Sheridan County, and Cumberland in Linceoln County, have vanished frem the visible
landscape. ©Of the coal mining camps in Sweetwater County, only Reliance and
Superior retain any original architecture, and none of the extant structures are
related to ethnic groups per se. The Slovenski Dom thus reflects a significant
component of both the state's and the community's economic, social and cultural
history and is a powerful symbol for-insiders and outsiders alike of the ethnic
heritage that built the place and still contributes to its identity.
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9. Major Bibliographical References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one
or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS)
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested. . . :
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the Mational Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
recorded by Historic Bmerican Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data
State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency

Federal agency

Local government

University

X Other

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing
1l 12 648 300 4805 720

Verbal Boundary Descfiption (Describe the boundaries of the property on a
, continuation sheet.) )

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a
continuation sheet.)
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Verbal Boundary Description:
Lots 9, 10 and 11, Block 2 of Pilot Butte Addition, Rock Springs, Wyoming.
Boundary Justification:

These are the original boundaries of the lots purchased by the Slovenski
. Dom organizatlon for the building.
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name/title Barbara Allen Bogart

organization . Historical Congultant date March 7. 1997
street &:number P.- O, Box 1674 telephone 307-789-4968
city or town Evanston state WY zip code 82931

Submit the follow1ng Ltems with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage
Or numerous rescurces.

Phetographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items {Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this Ltem at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name ski . [s] a ov]
 street & number 1025 Lee Street telephone 307/362-2127
city or town Rock _Springs state WY zip code  £2901
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WYOMING HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE
IRVERTORY FORM

Name of Project and/or Report No.
Historical Survey of the Rock Springs Central Business District
Rock Springs Certified Local Government Committee

Name of Property: I.0.0.F./Nan Thompson Co.
Historic Name: Chicago Meat Market
Other names/site number: 48SW7700

Property OQOwner: IQOF No. 9 Excelsior Lodge
Address: Rock Springs, WY :

4, Location

Stfeet & Number: 515 North Front Street Not for Publication

City, Town Rock Springs Vicinity

State: WY. Code: 56 County: Sweetwater Code: 037 Zip Code: 82901
T19N-R105W, NW/NE Section 35

5. Classification

Categery of Property No. of Resources within Property Physical Integrity

Contributing Noncontributing

1_Building(s) 1 Building(s) ___Excellent
__District Sites ____Good
_Site Structures X _Fair
__Structure Objects ___Poor
__Object _ 1 - Total

National Register Status: X _Eligible __Not Eligible

Unevaluated X_ District Potential

6. Function or Use .

Historic Function Current Functions
Commerce/Trade: specialty store Commerce/Trade: specialty store
Social: meeting hall Social: meeting hall

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

(Style or Building Form)

Foundation: Stone
Walls: wood frame/stucco

Late Victorian Italiante
(19th Century Commercial, Roof: Asphalt (rolled rocofing)
double storefront) Other



Describe present and historic physical appearance

The building that curcently houses Nan Thomspn Co. and the I1.0.0.F is
located on the north side of North Front Street in the central commercial
district of Rock Springs, Wyoming. This Late Victorian JTtaliante building
was constructed in about 1909 and housed the Chicago Meat Market owned by
Eugene Rizzi, Louis Magagno, Frank and David Menkiney, and Alexander
Thaler. In 1912, the second story was vcemodeled and a side entrance was
added for the I.0.,0,F, Hall, The o0ld hall was located on South Front
Street. The Oddfellows have occupied the second floor since that time. The
second story of the building remains original, but the first story facade
has been remodeled. A wood shingle awning covered the original clerestory
area and the eastern recessed entrance was eliminated. However, the
building still retains its essential original form, scale, and fabecic and
therefore has feeling and association with its period of historical
significance as a meat market and Oddfellows Hall.

The building is a two-story wood frame falsefront commercial structure
(74" x 41') with a gable roof. It rests on a stone foundation with a
partial basement, The exterior walls are covered with stucco, and there is
a bracketed decorative cornice. The regularly-spaced pedimented windows are
two over one-light double-hung units with wood frames. The original
Oddfellow logo is sgtill located between the second story windows and the
cornice. There 1is a sepacate one-story gable-shaped falsefront entrance on
the east elevation for the I0OF facilities on the second floor. The street
level has a large wood shingle awning built over the old clerestory area
that extends the width of the building. There is one tecessed entrance
flanked by large plate glass display windows with small mosaic tile
kickplates, The IOOF entrance has double leaf metal doors that replaced the
original French doors. A large addition was built onto the reacr of the
building (nocrth elevation) in 1943, '

PHOTOS~--Please attach black and white photos

See attached sheet



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in
relation to other propecties:

nationally: statewide: locally: X
Applicable National Register Criteria: X_A _ B X_C _ D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) A _B _C _D _E _F _G
Areas of Significance Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1909-1939

Commerca
Entertainment/Recreation

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Pevson Architect/Builder

N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considera-
tions, and areas and periods of significance noted above,

This property is significant for its association with the history of
the growth of the central business district of Rock Springs in the early
twentieth century. Built in 1909, this building housed the Chicago Meat
Market and the I.0.0.F. The Chicago Meat Market was onrne of the more
important businesses in Rock Springs operating throughout the early
twentieth century. Frank Menkiney was the manager for most of this time.
The store advertised fresh and salted meats, poultry, fish, and vegetables
and game and oysters in season. By 1925, the business was listed as Magana
Bros. Meats (Angelo and Valentino). The building was later occupied by Ivor
Hiibacka, tailcr, and a barber shop. By 1937, the C.A. West Company which
specialized in dry goods and clothing was located here, The I1.0.0.F. moved
to this location from South Front Street in 1912,



9. Major Bibliographical References

Property Records, Tax Assessocr's 0ffice, Sweetwater County Courthouse,
Green River. .

Sanborn Insurance Maps, 1890, 1894, 1903, 1912.

Wyoming State Business Directorvy, 1908, 1910-11, 1917, 1920, 1925,
1926, 1929, 1932, 1937.

Historic Photographs, Sweetwater County Historical Museum, Green River

Rock Springs Rocket, Rock Springs, WY, 6/28/1912.

Primary location of additicnal data:
___State Historic Preservation Office
Other State Agency

Federal Agency
Local Government
University
__Other

Specific repository: Sweetwater County Historical Museum, Green River

10, Geographical Data

Acreage of property: less than one
USGS Quad or City Base map: Rock Springs, Wyoming 7.5'" USGS Quadrangle

UTM References

Zone 12 648420m E 4605320 mn N

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is located on the north side of Nocth Front Street at 513
Nocrth Front Street, Rock Springs. It occupies Lots 8 and 9, Block 3 in the
Original Town plat.

Boundavy Justification

The boundary is tHe lots which the building occupies. The building is also
considered a contributing element to and is located within the planned Rock
Springs Central Business National Register District.

I11. Form Prepared By:

Name/Title: Robert G. Rosenberg

Organization: Rosenberg Historical Consultants Date: 2/25/89
Street & Number: 739 Crow Creek Road Telephone: 307/632-1144
City or Town: Cheyenne State: WY

Zip Code: 82009-9010



I1.0.0.F./NAN THOMPSON SO., 515 North Front Street, Rock Springs

This structure was built in 1909 and housed the Chicago Meat Market,
cne of Rock Springs‘® early and important businesses. It later be-
came the Magana Brothers Meats, then the C.A. West Company. The
Oddfellows have occupied the second story since 1912. Above:
looking northwest; below: lccking northeast.
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WYOMING HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE
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Name of Project and/or Report No.

Historical Survey of the Rock Springs Central Business District

Rock Springs Certified Local Governmen

Name of Property: Sleep Center
Historic Name: P.J. Tronquet Billiards
Other names/site number: 48SW7701

C & C Rentals
WY

Property Owner:
Address: Rock Springs,

Location

527 North Front Street

City, Town Rock Springs
State: WY. Code: 56 <County: Sweetwater
TI9N-R105W, NW/NE Section 35
5. Classification
Category of Property No. of Resources w
Contributing ©Nonc
1_Building(s) 1
__District
__Site
__Structure
__Object- 1
National Register Status: X__Eligible -
Unevaluated
6. Function or Use
Historic Function Curre

Commerce/Trade:

restaurant (bar) Comme

7. Description
Architectural Classification Mater
{(Style or Building Form)
Found
Walls
20th Century Commercial
Roof:
Other

t Committee

, Central Cafe

Not for Publication
Vicinity

Code: 037 Zip Code: 82901

ithin Property Physical Integrity

ontributing
Building(s) ____Excellent
Sites — Good
Structures X__Fair
Objects _. Poor
Total

Not Eligible
X _District Potential
nt Functions

rce/Trade: spedialty store

ials

ation: Stone
: Wood frame/stucco

Asphalt {rolled roofing)



Describe present and historic physical appearance

The building that currently houses the Sleep Center is a one-story
wood frame commercial structure on the north side of North Front Street in
the central commercial district of Rock springs, Wyoming. The building was
constructed sometime prior to 1890 and served as a tin and hardware store
throughout the 18%0s. In 1903, it was used as a photograpn gallery. By
1912, it had become a saloon. By 1925, it was listed in business
directories as P,J. Tronquet Billiards., Starting in the late 1920s, the
building became a c¢afe under various names, By the 1940s, it housed the
Central Cafe. Sometime in the 1930s, the facade or south elevation of the
building was modified lowering the falsefront and covering the original
shiplap siding with stucco. Purple ceramic tile was used to cover the
kickplates and for trim. The clerestory and display windows were slightly
modified and the recessed entrance was retained. The exterior rencvation is
typical of the Art Deco influence on commercial buildings in the 1930s and
1940s. The building remains essentially the same as it appeared in the
1930s.

The building is a one-story wood frame falsefront commercial structure
(75' x 20'6") with a gable roof. It rests on a stone foundation. The
exterior walls are covered with stucco. There is a single recessed
entrance with transom flanked by display windows. Purple glazed tile has
been used to cover the kickplate area and as trim. The clerestory is intact
above a short awning.

PHOTOS~~Please attach black and white photos

See attached sheet



8. Statement of Significance

Certifyving official has considered the significance of this property in
relation to other properties:

nationally: statewide: locally: X
Applicable National Register Criteria: X_A B XC _D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) A _ B3 _C _D _E _F _G
Areas of Significance Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture ca. 1930-1939 ca, 1930 (facade
Commercial ca. 1890-1939 - remodeled)

Entertainment/Recreation
Cultuval Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder

N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, critervia considera-
tions, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

This propety is significant for its association with the history of
the growth of the central business district of Rock Springs in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. It was constructed sometime
prior to 1890 and houses a tin and hardware store in the 1890s. During the
early twentieth century, it usually secved as a saloon, billiacd hall, or
cafe. From the late 1920s through the 1930s, it was a Chinese restaurant.
It was occupied by the Central Cafe in the 1940s. Sometime in the early
1930s, the original falsefront was shortened and the facade modified with
stucco and purple glazed tile. Therefore, the building reflects the 20th
century commercial building trend using Art Deco elements to modernize. The
exterior has not received any modifications since the 1930s.

. [ v B
JR7ACT On Kotk Lo Sam Cmin mgr Foes T it gt v



9. Major Bibliographical References

James B, Hill, Hill's Pocket Directory & Business Guide of Rock Springs,
Wyoming, June 1903.

Property Records, Tax Assessor's Office, Sweetwatecr County Courthouse,
Green River.

Sanborn Insurance Maps, 1890, 1894, 1903, 1912,

Wyoming State Business Directory, 1908, 1910-11, 1917, 1820, 1925,
1926, 1929, 1932, 1937. -

Historic Photographs of Rock Springs, Sweetwatec County Historical Museum,
Green River

Primary location of additional data:
___State Historic Preservation Office
___Other State Agency
__ Federal Agency
Local Government
Univecrsity
_Other
Specific repository: Sweetwater County Historical Museum, Green River

X

10, Geographical Data

Acreage of property: less than one
USGS Quad or City Base map: Rock Springs, Wyeming 7.5' USGS Quadrangle

UTM References

Zone 12 648440m E 4605330m N

Vecrbal Boundary Description
The propecrty is located on the north side of North Front Street at 527
North Front Street, Rock Springs. It occupies Lot 7, Block 3 in the
Original Town plat.

Boundary Justification
The boundary is the lot which the building occupies. The building is also
considered a contributing element to and is located within the planned Rock
Springs Central Business National Register District.

11. Form Prepaced By:

Name/Title: Robert G. Rosenberg

Organization: Rosenberg Historical Consultants Date: 2/25/89
Street & Number: 739 Crow Creek Road Telephone: 307/632-1144
City or Town: Cheyenne State: WY

Zip Code: 82009-9010
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SLEEP CENTER, 527 North Freont Street, Rock Springs

This structure pre~dates 1820, and one of the first businesses here
was a tin and hardware store in the 18%0s. Thereafter it housed

a variety of businesses, usually a salcon, billiard hall, or cafe.
The facade was altered somerime in the 1930s, incorporating Art
Deco elements to modernize its apgearance. (Sleep Center at right,
looking  northwest)
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1. Name of Project and/ov Repoct No. '
Historical Survey of the Rock Springs Central Business District

Rock Springs Certified Local Government Committee e
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2. Name of Property: 531 North Front Street (Vacant) gwwnwaU¢wuX’5
Historic Name: Golden Rule Store

Other names/site number: 48SW7702

3. Property Owner: Albert T. Xolman
Address: Rock Springs, WY

4, Location

Street & Number: 531 Nocrth Froant Street Not for Publication

City, Town Rock Springs Vicinity

State: WY, Code: 536 County: Sweetwater Code: 037 Zip Code: 82901
TI9N-R105W, NW/NE Section 35 '

5. Clasgifdication

Category of Property No. of Resources within Property Physical Integrity
Contributing Noncontrvibuting

1 _Building(s) 1 Building(s) Excellent

__District Sites Good

__Site Structures X__Fair

__Structure Objects Poor

__Object 1. - Total

National Register Status: X__ _Eligible Not Eligible
Unevaluated X _District Potential

6. Function or Use :

RHistoric Function Cuccent Functions

Commerce/Trade: department store Vacant

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

(Style or Building Form)
Foundation: Stone
Walls: Stone
Late Victorian Italianate
(19th Century Commercial, Roof: Asphalt
single storefront) Other



Describe present and historic physical appearance

This building, currently vacant, is a commercial structure located on
the north side of North Front Street in the central commercial district of
Rock Springs, Wyomiag,. This Late Victorian Italianate building was
constructed sometime priocor to 1890 and is characteristic of the earliest
stone commeccial buildings constructed in Rock Springs from local quarries.
The early occupants cannot definitely bte determined but by 1899, the
building housed the Golden Rule Mercantile Company. W.F. Partin was the
proprietor, and the store specialized 1in c¢lothing and shoes. Partin had
been in pactnership with J.C., Penney in Kemmerer, and they remained
partners in the Golden Rule store during its first years of opervation.
Partin cremained the proprietor of the Rock Springs outlet through the 1910s
and eacrly 1920s. By that time, there were 65 othev affiliated Golden Rule
Stores throughout the west. J.C. Penney eventually became the sole owner of
the chain of stores buying out his business partnecrs. The Golden Rule
stovres then became J.C. Penneys. In the late 1920s, the outlet was moved to
a larger store at 421 North Front Street. The Stevens-Van Engelen Company,
a dry goods concern, then occupied the building. By the 1340s,
Swansons/Mode 0'Day occupied the building. The building retains its
essential original form and scale although the facade has been recently
remodeled, :

The building is a two-story coursed ashlar falsefront building (65" x
28') with a gable roof. It rests on a stone foundation with a full
basement. There is a one-stoty addition with a shed roof in the rear or
north elevation. The facade ov south elevation was remodeled ia 1983. The
street level was covered with brick, and the entrance moved to the left or
west where a display window was formerly located. Twin leaf wooden doors
are now in place. There is a plate glass display window om the east side
of the facade, There is also a wood frame awning covered with wood
shingles. The second story and falsfront were covered with clapboacd
siding. the second story windows are essentially the same except that
wooden shutters were added.

PHOTOS—-Please attach black and white photos

See attached sheet



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in
relation to other properties:

nationally: statewide: locally:
Applicable National Register Criteria: X_A X B _C _ D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) _A _B _C _D» _E _F _G6
Areas of Significance Period of Significance Significant Dates
Commerce ca, 1890-1939

Cultural Affiliation

N/ A
Significant Person Architect/Builder

J.C. Penney Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considera-
tions, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

This property is significant for its association with the history of
the growth of the central business district of Rock Springs in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth century. It is also associated with J.C.
Penney and the development of his national chain of stores, This 1is
reportedly the second store established by him, The building was
constructed prior to 1890 and is characteristic of the locally quarried
sandstone construction used in Rock Springs commercial buildings during
this time period. There are only a few remaining examples left in the
central business district today.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Hill, James B., Hill's Pocket Directory & Business Guide of Rock
Springs, Wyoming, June, 1903,

Property Records, Tax Assessor's (Office, Sweetwater County Courthouse,
Green River.

Sanborn Insuvance Maps, 1890, 18%4, 1903, 1912,

Wvoming State Business BDirectory, 1908, 1910-11, 1917, 1920, 1925
1926, 1929, 1932, 1937. :

Yates, W., "Rock Springs When This Century Was Young," undated type-

written manuscevipt, Rock Springs File, Sweetwatetr County

Historical Museum, Green River.

Primary location of additioamal data:
___State Historic Preservation QOffice
Other State Agency

Federal Agency
Local Government
University
__Other

Specific repository: Sweetwater County Historical Museum, Green River

X

10. Geogréphical Data

Acreage of property: less than one
USGS Quad or City Base map: Rock Springs, Wyoming 7.5' USGS Quadrangle

UTM References

Zone 12 648460m E 4605340m N

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is located on the nocrth side of North Front Street at 531
North Front Street, Rock Springs. It occupies Lot 6, Block 3 in the
Original Town plat,

Boundary Justifiéafion

The houndary is the lot which the building occupies. The building is also
considered a contvibuting element to and is located within the planned Rock
Springs Central Business National Register District., .

11. Form Prepared By:

Name/Title: Robert G. Rosenberg

Organization: Rosenberg Historical Consultants Date: 2/24/89
Street & Number: 739 Crow Creek Road Telephone: 307/632-1144
City or Town: Cheyenne State:

Zip Code:; 82009-90190



531 MCRTH FRONT STREET, Rock Springs

Currently vacant (as of August 1989), this structure is one of the
earliest commercial buildings, constructed before 1890. One of the
earliest occupants was the Golden Rule Mercantile Company, which was
eventually absorbed by J.C. Pennev's. By the 1940s, it housed the
Swanscns/Mode O'Day Store. The facade has been recently remodeled
(leoking northwest, at left).



WYOMING HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE
INVENTORY FORM

1. Name of Project and/or Report No.

Historical Survey of the Rock Springs Central Business District
Rock Springs Certified Local Government Committee

2, Name of Property: Fanelli Appliance Warehouse

Historic Name: Viaduct Saloon
Other names/site number: 48SW7712

L & L Rentals, Inc.

Rock Springs, WY

3. Property Owner:
Address:

4, Location

Street & Number: 535 North Front Street

City, Town Rock Springs

State: WY, Code: 56 County: Sweetwater
T19N~R105W, NW/NE Section 35

5. Classification

Not for Publication
Vicinity

Code; 037 Zip Code: 82901

Category of Property No. of Resources within Property Physical Iategrity
Contributing Noncontributing

1 Building(s) __ Building(s) ___Excellent

__District Sites ___Good

__Site Structures __Fair

__Structure Cbjects __Poor

__Object _1_ Total

National Register Status: _ _Eligible {__Not Eligible

Unevalueated

6. Function or Use
Historic Function

District Potential

Current Functions

Commerce/Trade: restaurant (bar) Commerce/Trade: warehouse
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials

(Style or Building Form)

Foundation:

Stone

Walls: Wood (alumiaum siding)

No Style

Roof: Asphalt (composition shingles)

Other



Describe present and historic physical appeavance

The building that currently houses the Fanelli Appliance Warehouse is
located on the north side of North Front Street in the central commeccial
district of Rock Springs, Wyoming. The building was constructed between
1890 and 1894, It first housed a harber and tailor, By 1903, it was the
location of the Viaduct Saloon s0 named because it was across from the
overhead pedestrian viaduct over the railroad tracks. During Prohibition,
its function as saloon had to cease. In 1920, it housed Joseph Gottardi,
soft drinks, and Victor Attelio, shoemaker: in 1925-26,. Tony Begovich,
soft drinks, and Rudolfo Fedrizzi, shoemaker. Mrs. J.s. Salmon had a flower
shop here in the late 1920s and early 1930s. With the end of Prohibition,
it became a saloon once again., The building was altevred in 1947. The
decorative cornice was removed and street level windows and doors were
altevred. The facade has since been covered with aluminum siding. These
changes have compromised its physical/architectural integrity.

The building is a one-story wood frame building (61'6" x 26') with a
gable roof covered with composition shingles. It rests on a stone
foundation with a full basement, The facade or south elevation has two
large plate glasgss display windows, a wood and glass door in the west side,
and a small metal awning. The clerestory has been filled in and the
remaining area to the parapet has been covered with aluminum. siding. There
is a sign board with the business name centered above the clerestory.

PHOTOS--Please attach black and white photos

See attached sheet



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in
relation te other properties:

nationally: statewide: locally:
Applicable National Register Criteria: _ A _ B _ C _ D
Criteria Considecations (Exceptions) A _B _C _ D _E _F _G
Areas of Significance Period of Significance Significant Dates
Not applicable N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Acchitect/Builder

N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considera-
tions, and areas and petriods of significance noted above.

This property does not appear to be eligible to the National Register
of Historic Places due to the exteasive and irveversible alteration of the
facade in 1947 and the addition of aluminum siding. Door and window
openings have also been altered. Therefore, the original. form and fabric
have been changed, compromising the physical and architectural integrity of
this building., The original structure was representative of Late Victorian
Italianate avrchitectural style,.



9. Majocr Bibliographical References

Hill, James B., Hill's Pocket Directory & Business Guide of Rock Springs,

Wyoming, June, 1903.

Property Records, Tax Assessocr's Office, Sweetwater County Courthouse,
Green River,.

Sanborn Insucance Maps, 1890, 1894, 1903, 1912,

Wyoming State Business Directory, 1908, 1910-11, 1917, 1920, 1925,
1926, 1929, 1932, 1937. '

Primary location of additional data:
____State Historic Preservation Office
- Other State Agency
___ Federal Agency
___Local Government
. University

X

Specific repository: Sweetwater County Historical Museum, Green River
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property: less than one
USGS Quad or City Base map: Rock Springs, Wyoming 7.5' USGS Quadrangle

UTM References

Zone 12 648475m E 4605345m N

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is located om the north side of North Front Street at 535

North Front Street, Rock Springs. It occupies Lot 5, Block 3 in the
Original Towan plat. S

Boundary Justification

The boundary is the lot which the building occupies. The building is
considered a noncdntributing element to and is located within the planned

Rock Springs Central Business National Register District.
11. Form Prepared By:

Name/Title: Robert G. Rosenberg

Organization: Rosenberg Historical Consultants Date: 2/23/89
Street & Number: 739 Crow Creek Road Telephone: 307/632-1144
City or Town: Cheyenne State: WY

Zip Code: 820809-9010
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FANETLI APPLIANCE WAREHOUSE, 535 North Front Street, Rock Springs

This building (at right) was constructed in the early 1890s and
housed a barber and a tailcr. It later became the Viaduct Saloon.
During Prohibition a variety of businesses functioned here; after
Prchibition it became a salcon once again. The building was modi-
fied in 1947, and its appearance greatly changed (locking north-
west).



WYOMING HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE
INVENTORY FORM

1. Name of Project and/or Report No.

Histovrical Survey of the Rock Springs Central Business District
Rock Springs Certified Local Government Committee

Historic Name: QOracle Theatre,
Rex Optical and Jewelry Company
Other names/site number: 48SW7713

3. Property Owner: Alpine Associates

Addvess: Rock Springs, WY

4. Location

Street & Number:
City, Town
State: WY.

Rock Springs
Code: 56 County:
T19N-R105W,

5., Classificatian

No.
Contributing

Category of Property

1_Building(s)
_ District

_ Site
__Structure
__Object

Al

National Registev Status: X__Eligible
Unevaluated

6. Function or Use
Historic Function
Recreation & Culture: theater
Domestic: Hotel

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Style or Building Form)

20th Century Commercial
elements of Late Victorian
Italianate

545 North Front Street

Sweetwater
NW/NE Section 35

of Resources within Property

Name of Property: Rex Hotel/Village Square
Lyric Theatre,

Rex Theatre, Rex Hotel,

Not for Publication
Vicinity
037 Zip Code:

Code: 82901

Physical Integrity
Noncontributing

Building(s) __Excellent
Sites X__Good
Structures __Fair
Objects __Poor
Total

Not Eligible
X__District Potential
Current Functions

Commerce/Trade:
Domestic: Hotel

specialty store

Materials

Foundation: Concrete
Walls: Solid concrete, brick facade
Roof: Asphalt (rolled roofing)
Other



Describe present and historic physical appearance

The building that currently houses Village Square and the Rex Hotel is
located on the nerth side of Worth Front Street in the central commercial
district of Rock Springs, Wyoming. The building was constructed in 1909 by
A.T. Chalice and housed a jewelry and candy store. The rear portion
contained the 250~seat Lyric Theater operated by Gilmore and Berta, The
Lyvic changed film and programs every night. The theater name was changed
to the QOracle sometime between 1911 and 1917. In 1924, the Rex Amusement
Company acquired the building and converted the old Oracle theater into a
modern facility with 600 seats, elaborate fresco and mural decorations, and
an electric sign that still hangs from the building. James Sartoris was the
manager of the theatev. The upper story served as the Rex Hotel. The Rex
Optical and Jewelry Co, moved into the building in 1926. J.N. Crocker was
the optometrist and H.S. Crocker was the manufacturing optician. The
company had a prominent, distinctive sign with a pair of eye glasses placed
on the roof of the building. Rex Optical and the Rex Hotel continued at
this location throughout the 1930s. The building latetr housed J.J. Newbecry
and Company 5 and 10 Cent Store.

The building is a two-story concrete building (140' x 52') with a
brick facade and a flat roof. The building rested on a concrete foundation
with a full basement. The building was remodeled in 1941 probably to
accomodate the J.J. Newberry store. The original building had a large
arched central entrance and a flat metal suspended awning extending to the
curb. The street level was remodeled as it appears today with a double
storefront with two recessed entrances flanked by display windows with
marble kickplates. There is a thicrd entrance on the east end for second
floor access, The awning was elither modified or replaced with a shocter
suspended unit. The 1924 neon sign was retained and the word "Theatre"
changed to "Hotel." The second story windows are three evenly spaced one
over one-light double-~hung units. There 1s a terra cotta decorvative
cornice still in place. Everything above the street level appears to be
original.

PHOTOS--Please attach black and white photos

See attached sheet



8, Statement of Significance
Cectifying official has considered the significance of this property in
relation to other properties:

nationally: statewide: lLocally:
Applicable National Register Criterdia: X A _ B X C _ D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) A _B _C _D _E _F _G
Areas of Significance Period of Significance Significant Dates
Entertainment/Recreation 1909-1939 . 1824 (theater re-
Performing Acts ' modeled)
1941 (facade re-

Cultural Affiliation modeled)

N/A
Significant Person Avchitect/Builder
N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considera-
tions, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

This property 1is significant focr its associlation with the history of
the growth of the central business district of Rock Springs in the early
twentieth centucy. Constructed in 1909, the Lyric Theater as it was first
called was the most up-to-date movie theater in Rock Springs. It was
described in a local newspaper as follows:

The house seats 250 people, has opera chairs, inclined floor,
handscme furnishings and no detail has been left undone,..

Complete changes of film and program occur every night, this
insuring to patrons a new performance and new features each
evening...

The Lyric 1s equipped with both an Edison and a Powers
machine and all other equipment is in line with the demands of
a modern and well patronized play house from top to bottom.

When Tom Berta and his associates opened the Rialto Theater in 1921, the
Oracle was purchased by the Rex Amusement Company and enlacrged and
remodeled. It then provided the chief competition to the Rialto. However,
the competition was soon removed when Becrta purchased the Rex.

The movie theaters in this era also featured road shows and vaudeville
acts and local programs. Thus the theaters became the chief recreational
and social activity of Rock Springs residents prior to the advent of the
television. Although the street level of the facade was changed in 1941,
the building retains its essential form, scale, and fabric and even retains
original architectural elements in the second story. The 1924 neon sign is
another interesting feature, -



9. Major Bibliographical References

No Author, "Rock Springs--One of Wyoming's Thrifty and Up-to-Date Cities,"
Rock Springs Rocket, Rock Springs, Wyoming, 9/23/1910.

Rock Springs Rocket, Rock Springs, Wyoming, August 1909; 2/22/24,

Propecty Records, Tax Assessor's Office, Sweetwater County Courthouse,
Green River,

Rhode, Robert B. Booms & Busts in Bitter Creek. Boulder, Colorado:
Pruett Publishing Company, 1987.

Sanborn Insutance Maps, 1890, 1894, 1903, 1912

Wyoming State Business Dicrectory, 1908, 1910-11, 1917, 1920, 1925,
1926, 1929, 1932, 1937.

Primary location of additional data:
State Historic Preservation Office
Other State Agency
Federal Agency
Local Government
University
__Other
Specific repository: Sweetwater County Historical Museum, Green River

1]

H|

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property: less than one
USGS Quad ocr City Base map: Rock Springs, Wyoming 7.5' USGS Quadrangle

UTM References

Zone 12 648480m E 4605350m N

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is located on the north side of North Front Street at 54!
North Front Street,.Rock Springs. It occupies Lots 3 and 4, BLock 3 in the
Original Town plat.

Boundary Justification

The boundary is the lots which the building occupies. The building is als«
considered a contributing element to and is located within the planned Rocl
Springs Central Business National Register District.

11. Form Prepared By:

Name/Title: Robert G. Rosenberg

Ovrganization: Rosenherg Historical Consultants Date: 2/22/89
Street & Number: 739 Crow Creek Road Telephone:” 307/632-1144
City or Town: Cheyenne State: WY

Zip Code: 82009-9010
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REX HOTEL/VILLAGE SQUARE, 545 North Front Street, Rock Springs

Censtructed in 1909, this building originally housed a jewelry and
candy store in front and the Lyric Theatre at the rear. It subse-—
quently became the Oracle Theatre, and finally the Rex Theatre, with
the Rex Hotel located on the second story (looking northwest).

Later it housed the J.J. Newkerry & Company S5 and 10 Cent Store.



WYOMING HISTORIC

ARCHITECTURE

INVENTORY FORM

1. Name of Project and/or Report No.

Historical Survey of the Rock Springs Central Business District
Rock Springs Certified Local Government Committee

2. Name of Property: Fanelli Music, Sewing, Appliances; Rushmore
Furniture Company
Historic Name: Heitz Hardware, Quirk Drugs

Otherv names/site number: 48SW7714

Lawrence Fanelli
WY

Property Qwner:
b4ddress: Rock Springs,

4, Location

553 North Front Street
19 K Street (Rushmore
Town Rock Springs
WY. Code: 536 County: Sweetwater
T19N~-R105W, NW/NE Section 35

Street & Number:
City,
State:
5. Classification

No. of Resources
Contributing

Category of Propercty

1_Building(s)

A1

National Register Status: X _ Eligible

Unevaluated

6. Function or Use
Historic Function

Commerce/Trade: specialty store
7. Descciption

Architectural Classification
(Style or Building Form)

Foundation:
Walls:

20th Century Commercial

Noncontributing

Commerce/Trade:

(Fanelli) Not for Publication
Furniture)
Vicinity
Code: 037 Zip Code: 82901

within Propecty Physical Integrity

Excellent

Building(s) .
Sites X Good
Structures __ Fair
Objects ____Poor
Total

Not Eligible
X District Potential

Current Functions

specialty store

Materials

Concrete
Brick

Roof: Asphalt (rolled roofing)
Other



Describe present and historic physical appearance

The building that currently houses Fanelli Music, Sewing, anc
Appliances and Rushmore Furniture Company is a brick and masonry two-storsy
commercial structure with a flat roof occupying the entire east side of
Block 3 on North Front and K Streets in the central commercial district of
Rock Springs, Wyoming. The building was constructed in 1923 and first
served as a hardware store. It is a typical 20th century commercial
structure with two main corner entrances.

The building is a large two-stery brick structure with a flat roof and
parapet with decorative brickwork. The building rests on a concrete
foundation with basement. There is an interesting cornice capped with red
tile contrasting with light terra cotta detailing below. The second story
windows consist of regularly-spaced, G-light windows with metal frames.
There is a suspended metal awning extending completely around the exposed
sides of the building. The street level has two main entrances at the
southeast and northeast corners. There are also secondary recessed
entrances. The intervening space consists of large plate glass display
windows with black glazed ceramic tiles covering kickplates and trim.
Green tile was used on the north side of the building. The building has
not received any significant exterior modifications since it was
constructed,

PHOTOS~~Please attach black and white photos

See attached sheets.



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in

relation to other properties:

nationally: statewide: locally:
Applicable National Register Criteria: X_A __ B X C _ D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) A _B _C _D _E _F _G
Acreas of Significance Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1923
Commertce 1923-1939

Cultural Affiliation

N/A :
Significant Person ' Acrchitect/Builder

N/4A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considera-
tions, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

This building is significant for its association with the history of
the growth of the central business district of, Rock Springs in the early
20th century. It was constructed in about 1923-24 and first housed the
Heitz Hardware Stove. In the 1930s, I.L. Quirk Drugs was located thece. In
the 1940s, Parker Brother Drugs occupied the building. The portion of the
store currently occupied by Rushmore TFurniture was the Hudak Department
Store in the late 1920s and 1930s. The architecture and materials are
typical of the commercial buildings constructed in the central business
district from the early 1920s through the 1940s. The exterior of the
building has changed little since it was built and therefore retains
feeling and association with its period of historical significance.



9, Major Bibliographical References

Hill, James B., Hill's Pocket Directory & Business Guide of Rock
Springs, Wyoming, June, 1903.

Property Records, Tax Assessor's Office, Sweetwatecr County Courthouse,
Green River.

Sanborn Insurance Maps, 1890, 1894, 1903, 1912

Wyoming State Business Directory, 1908, 1910-11, 1917, 1920, 1925,
1926, 1929, 1932, 1937, ‘

Primary location of additional data:
State Historvic Preservation Office
Other State Agency
Federal Agency
Local Government
University
__Other
Specific repository: Sweetwater County Historical Museum, Green River

|

ik

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property: less than one.
USGS Quad or City Base map: Rock Spriangs, Wyoming 7.5' USGS Quadrangle

UTM References

Zone 12 648485m E 4605360m N

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is located at the east end of Block 3 on North Front Street
and K Street, Rock Springs. The building has two businesses with separate
street addresses. The building occupies Lots 1-2, Block 3 in the Original
Town plat. '

Boundavy Justification

The boundary is the lots which the building occupies. The building is also
considered a contributing element to and is located within the planned Rock
Springs Central Business National Register District.

11. Form Prepared By:

Name/Title: Robert G. Rosenberg

Ocrganization: Rosenberg Historical Consultants Date: 2/25/89
Street & Number: 739 Crow Creek Road Telephone: 307/632-1144
City or Town: Cheyenne State: WY

Zip Code: 82009-9C10
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FANELLI MUSIC/RUSHMORE FURNITURE, 553 North Front Street/19 Elk Street,
Rock Springs

This building was constructed in 1923 and housed a hardware store.
It extends the width of the block at the east end of Rlock 3; Fanelli
Music, Sewing and Appliances cccupies the south end and Rushmore Fur-

niture occupies the north end. Above: locking northwest; below, look-
ing west.




FANELT,I MUSIC/RUSHMORE FURNITURE

Above: looking southeast; below: looking east.




WYOMING HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE
INVENTORY FORM

1. Name of Project and/or Report No.
Historical Survey of the Rock Springs Central Business District
Rock Springs Certified Local Goveranment Committee

2, Name of Property: North Side State Bank
Historic Name: North Side State Bank
Other names/site number: 48SW7687

3. Property Owner: North Side State Bank
Address: 601 N. Front, Rock Springs, WY.

4, Location

Street & Number: 601 N. Front Street Not for Publication
City, Town Rock Springs Vicinity
State: WY. Code: 56 County: Sweetwater Code: 037 Zip Code: 82901

T19N~R105W, NW/NE Section 35
5. Classification

Category of Property No. of Resocurces within Property Physical Integrity
Contributing Noncontributing

X _Building(s) 1 Building(s) ___Excellent
__District Sites X_Good
__Site Structures __Fair
__Structure Objects ____Poor
__Object 1 Total

National Register Status: X__Eligible __Not Eligible

Unevaluated X _District Potential

6. Function or Use .
Historic Function : Current Functions

Commerce/trade: financial Commerce/trade: financial institution
institution

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials: Brick
(Style or Building Form) Foundation: Concrete
‘ Walls: Brick
20th Century Commercial
Roof: Gravel
Other



Describe present and historic physical appearance

The building that houses the North Side State Bank is a 1light brown
brick, three-story, flat-roofed structure located at the northeast corner
of North Front Street and X Street in the central commercial district of
Rock Springs, Wyoming. This 20th century corner commercial building was
constructed in 1923~24 to replace an earlier stone structuvre that
originally housed the bank and was located north of the Union Mercantile
Company at 117 X Street, now the New Grand Cafe, The North Side State Bank
is one of the largest and most imposing buildings in the central commercial
district. The bank has received few exterior modifications since
construction, with the exception of a drive-up banking lane added to the
east elevation. The building retains its essential orviginal form, scale,
and fabric and therefore retaing feeling and association with its period of
historical significance as a banking institution,

The building is three-story and rectangular in shape (75" x 50') with
a beveled corner entrance. It is constructed with light-brown glazed brick
and rests on a concrete foundation with a full basement that extends under
the sidewalk, The roof is flat and covered with tar and gravel. The
decorative work on the building is limited to the elevations that face
North Front and X Streets, The remainder of the building is unadotned and
plain brick. There is a high brick parapet and a decorvative marble
cornice. The chief architectural feature is radiating voissiours above
arched windows on the street level that cleverly extend into raised and
recegsed brick decorative work on the walls. The main entrance is
surrounded with raised marble decorative work consisting of fluted square
columns, the bank name incised in the lintel and a shield with the bank's
initials centered in a marble arch above the door. There is a a side
entrance in the west elevation with an added aluminum canopy that procbably
provides access to the second and thivd story offices., The canopy was
obviously added at a later date. There is a secondary covnice that supports
neon and metal letters spelling "North Side State”" on the west and south
elevations and the wocrd "Bank"” centered on the beveled face in between. The
second and thicrd story windows consist of regularly-spaced three-light
units with aluminum or metal frames. The nocth side of the bank is a
parking lot and the east elevation has been modified for a drive-up banking
facility and vehicle lane. This facility is built with pre-cast stone and
concrete panels.

PHOTOS--Please attach bhlack and white photos

See attached sheeté



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in
relation to other properties:

nationally: statewide: locally:
Applicable National Register Criteria: X A __ B X _C _ D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) _ 4 B _C _D _E _F _G6
Areas of Significance. Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1924-1939

Commerce

Culfural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person ) Architect/Builder
N/A D.D. Spani, Architect;
Superior Lumber Company,
General Contractor

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considera-
tions, and areas and periods of significance noted above,

This property is significant for its association with the history of the
growth of the central business district of Rock Springs in the early
twentieth century. The North Side State Bank was founded by a group of
Rock Springs businessmen in 1912, Chris Juel was the president, August
Martello, first wvice-president, P.C. Bunning, second vice~president, and
V.J. Facinelli, cashier. Other directors were John Bertagnolli, A.C,.
Stephenson, F.S. Davis, W.B. Dunton, and Frank Kershisnik. The bank opened
for business on August 12, 1912 and was first housed in a two-story stone
building on K Street (now the New Grand Cafe). Construction of a new three-
story brick bank began in 1923 on the site of. the Hotel Belmont (old St.
James Hotel). The Superior Lumber Company of Rock Springs was awarded the

general building contract. The architect was D.D. Spani, the only
professional architect in Rock Springs. The building was finished and
opened for business in May, 1924, The total cost of the new facility was

approximately $135,000. The interior was finished in walnut woodwork with a
center desk and pillars composed of imported Italian rosette marble. Space
was provided for an elevator shaft, The main floor housed the bank with one
store space in the rear. The second and third stories contained office
suites. The North Side State Bank was built during a time when Rock Springs
was experiencing its greatest period of growth and represents the optimism
of its citizens that Rock Springs would become a great American city.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Facinelli, V.J. "Short History of the North Side State Bank of
Rock Springs." WPA Subject 1281. Wyoming State Historical and
Publication Division, Cheyenne, no date.

No Author, "New Bank for the North Side," Rock Springs Rocket,
Rock Springs, Wyoming, 6/14/1912.

No Author, "Opening of New Bank Building," Rock Springs Rocket,
Rock Springs, Wyoming, 5/23/1924.

Rock Springs Minecr, Rock Springs, Wyoming, 3/16/23.

Property Records, Tax Assessor's Office, Sweetwater County Courthouse,
Green River,

Primary location of additional data:
State Historic Preservation Office
Other State Agency

Federal Agency

Local Goverament

University

X
Specific repository: Sweetwater County Historical Museum, Green River
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property: less than one
USGS Quad or City Base map: Rock Springs, Wyoming 7.5' USGS Quadrangle

UTM References

A 12 Zone 648 500m E 4605 370m N

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is located at the northeast corner of North Front Street and [
Street at 601 N. Front Street, Rock Springs, It occupies the south eighty
feet of Lots 11 and 12, Block 2 in the QOriginal Town plat.

Boundary Justification

The boundary is the lots which the building occupies. The building is also
considered a contributing element to and is located within the planned Rock
Springs Central Business National Register District.

11, Form Prepared By:

Name/Title: Robert G. Rosenberg

Organization: Rosenberg Historical Consultants Date: 5/3/89
Street & Number: 739 Crow Creek Road Telephone: 307/632-1144
City or Town: Cheyenne State:; WY

Zip Code: 82009-9010



NORTH SIDE STATE BANK, 601 North Front Street, Rock Springs

Above: This bank was founded in 1912 and was originally housed
at 117 K Street {now the New Grand Cafe). In 13924, this building
was completed and has always been the North Side State Bank
{looking north). Below: close up of beveled entrance.
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WYOMING HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE
IRVENTORY FORM

1. Name of Project and/or Report No.
Historical Survey of the Rock Springs Central Business District
Rock Springs Certified Local Government Committee

2. Name of Property: 611 North Front Street (Vacant)
Historic Name: Bus Depot
Other names/site number: 48SW7715

3. Property Owner: Unknown
Address: Rock Springs

4, Location

Street & Number: 611 North Front Street Not for Publication
City, Town Rock Springs : Vicinity
State: WY. Code: 56 <County: Sweetwater Code: 037 Zip Code: 82901

T19N-R105W, NW/NE Section 35
5. Clasgsification

Category of Property No. of Resources within Property Physical Integrity
Contributing Noncontributing

1_Building(s) 1_ Building(s) Excellent
__District Sites X Good
__Site Structures Fair
_ Structuce Objects Poor
__Object 1 Total
National Register Status: X_ Eligible Not Eligible

Unevaluated X_ District Potential
6. Function or Use 7
Historic Function Caurrent Functions
Transportation: road-related Vacant

Commerce/Trade: restaurant (bar)

7. Description

Architectural Classification Matetvials
(Style or Building Form)
‘ - . Foundation:; Concrete
Walls: Wood frame with brick face
20th Century Commercial
: Roof: Wood shingles; tolled rocfing
Other



Describe present and historic physical appearance

This building is located just east of the North Side State Bank on
North Front Street in the central commercial distcict of Rock Springs,
Wyoming. This building was constructed bewteen 1890 and 1894 and originally
served as a saloon and billiard hall. Acround 1923, a brick facade was added
to this buildiag, as well as to several other buildings to the east. In
1925, John Deutsech sold soft drinks at this location. In 1929, Samuel Zuik
sold soft drinks. In 1932, the Cut-Rate 0il Company operated from this
location.- By the 1940s, the building served as a bus depot and it
currently looks the same as 1t did at that time.

The building is a one-story wood frame building (25" x 71') with a
dacrk brick facade. The remaining walls are covered with shiplap siding. It
has an addition on the rear (34' x 14")., The building rests on a concrete
foundation., The facade ocr south elevation has a centrally-located recessed
entrance with a single leaf wood and glass door flanked by display windows.
The clervestory is filled with corrugated translucent plastic. The stepped
parapet is capped with cement. The building is otherwise unadorned.

PHOTOS--Please attach black and white photos

See attached sheet



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in
relation to cother properties:

nationally: statewide: locally:
Applicable National Register Criteria: X_A _ B _C _ D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) A _B _C _D _E "F _G
Areas of Significance  Period of Significance Significant Dates
Commerce (bar) ca. 1894-1925 _ 1923, brick facade
Transportation ca., 1923 to 1939

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder

N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considera-
tions, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

This property is significant for its association with the history of
the growth of the central business district of Rock Springs in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. It was constructed between 1890
and 1894 and was originally a saloon and billiard hall. In about 1923, a
brick facade was added and possibly other alterations occurred, The
building was later used as a bus depot. It is possible that this building
and several others to the east were all rencvated at about the time the
North Side State Bank built its new facilities on the northeast corner of
North Front Street anmd K Street in about 1923. The old Hotel Belment aand
several other building were torn down or moved to make room for the bank.
This building remains essentially the same as when it was renovated and is
typical of the unadorned brick commercial architecture in Rock Springs
constructed from the 1920s to the 1940s. ‘



9. Major Bibliographical References

Hill, James B., Hill's Pocket Directory & Business Guide of Rock
Springs, Wyoming, June, 1903.

Property Records, Tax Assessor's Office, Sweetwater County Courthouse,
Green River.

Sanborn Insurance Maps, 1890, 1894, 1903, 1912

Wyoming State Business Directory, 1908, 1910-11, 1917, 1920, 1925,
1926, 1929, 1932, 1937. :

Primary location of additional data:

____State Historic Preservation Office

__ Other State Agency

Federal Agency

Local Government

Univecsity

QOther .

Specific repository: Sweetwater County Historical Museum, Green River

X——-
10, Geographical Data

Acreage of property: less than one
USGS Quad or City Base map: Rock Springs, Wyoming 7.5" USGS Quadrangle

UTM References

Zone 12 648510m E 4605380m N

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is located just east of the North Side State Bank at 611 ¥orth

Front Street, Rock Springs. It occupies Lot 9 Block 2 of the Original Town
plat. : '

Boundary Justification

The boundary is the- lot which the building occupies. The building is also
considered a contributing element to and is located within the planned Rock

Springs Central Business National Register District.
11. Form Prepared By:

Name/Title: Robert G. Rosenberg

Organization: Rosenberg Historical Consultants Date: 2/24/89
Street & Number: 739 Crow Creek Road Telephone: 307/632-1144
City or Town: Cheyenne State: WY

Zip Code: 82009-9010
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611 NMORTH FRONT STREET (vacant), Rock Springs

The old bus depot was originally built in the early 1890s and housed
a saloon and billiard hall. 1In about 1923, the wood frame was covered
with a brick facade, and soft drinks were sold here (locking northwest).
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1. Name

kistoric Gras House

and'or common  Boucyal t-Gras House
ST 2

2. Location

street & number (16 Elias

— not for publication

city, town  Rock Springs __.. vicinity of

state Wyoming code 056 county Sweetwater coda037

3. Classification

Category Ownership Statys, ., Present Use

— district . public X occupied — agriculture — museum

_X_building(s} _.X_ private — unoccupied — commerclat — park

— structure _... both —. Work in progress —- educational X private residence

. Site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment — - religious

—— Object n/ain process —_ yes: restricted .. Government — scientific
n/abeing considered X yes: unrestricted — indlusirial — transportation

—_no- .. .—— militery o other:

4. Owner of Property

name Doctor Roy P. Boucvalt

street & number 616 Elias -

e
H

city, town Rock Springs — vicinity of

state Wyoming 82901

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.  Syeetwater County Courthouse

street & number  Flaming Gorge Way

city, town Green River

state Wyoming 82935

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte University of Wyoming

haes this propesty been determined eligible? ___yes _X mo

date 1983

___tederat ____ state __X county ___ local

gepository for survey records

State Historic Preservation Qffice

eliy,tewn  Cheyenne

stale wv omi ng




’?., Description

Condition Checlk one Check one

_X_ excedlent —_ deteriorated . _X_ unaitered _X orginat site

—_ good . ruins . altered © ___moved  date _N/A
—— fmir —— uReXposed

Bescrike the present and original {if known) physica! sppearance
The Boucvalt-Gras house, 616 Eltas Street, Rock Springs, Wyoming is a distinc-
tive one story, detached, residential structure. As a building type, the house
is a bungalow, built in the California Bungalow tradition. Constructed in 1914,
the house is of frame construction, set on a poured concrete foundation, with
clapboard cladding, and a low hipped roof. Its short ridgeline perpendicular to
the street, covers the body of the house. The entrance is on the southeast
corner and therefore at a right angle to the facade. The entrance porch extends
off this corner and is covered by an intersecting gambrel roof carried on bat-
tered porch pedestals and square wooden piers. Two interior chimneys, one ser-
vicing the furnace and the other the parlor fireplace, project moderately above
the roof and on either side of the ridgeline. One gable dormer faces the
street.

The fenestration is asymmetrical with fixed and moveable sash as single, double,
and triple windows, with the tatter as canted bays. Glass division is one Tight
over one. Two porches service the house, the Targe entrance porch partially
enclosed by a cemented wall and decked with flooring, and a small concrete stoop
at the rear. In area the entrance porch is approximately the size of an
interior room. The porch roof supports are strongly battered pedestals with
cemented faces and heavy wooden piers. Thickly cut brackets, curved as knee
braces, mediate between the roof and the piers. The faces or gables of the
gambrels are finished with stucco and stickwork imitating Tudor framing. Each
is pierced for a wide louvered panel. The entrance door is a panel and glass
model with beveled glass, molding work and dentils.

There are no divisions of the walls and only a modest modulation of the wall
planes occurs for the two bay windows. One set of corner hoards marks the rear
porch enclosure, a later addition, and a wide watertable bands the entire house.
As in most bungalow design, the proportion of window to wall mass is high to
admit muych light, air, and sun to the interior. Ornament on the exterior con-
sists of exposed rafters on all the eaves, exposed purlins on the porch,
extended barge boards on the porch roof and dormer, a corbelled cap on the
fireplace chimney, and the brackets and gable finish on the porch roof.

As a house type, the Boucvalt-Gras house is a blend of two bungalow types--the
hipped bungalow which most often received colonial treatments, and the original
California gable-front, whose facade design focused on a broad porch, often with
battered piers, and successive gables. In the Boucvalt-Gras house, the position
of the entrance porch breaks with hipped roof form, indeed most bungalows in

any style have entrances on the facade. This entrance placement gave rise to
the opportunity for an alternative porch design, and that probably spawned the
gambrel roof-battered pier composition. The traditional gable roof porch on the
California bungalow established a series of receding planes. Such a design

{See Addendum)



8. Significance

Period Areas of Slgnificance-~Check and justify below

— prehistoric  ____ archeology-prehistoric . community planning - landscape architecture . refigion

e 1400--1489 . archeology-historic . conservation 0 .- _law . Beience

—— 15001599 __ agricuiture e RCONOMICS . leraiure ——— ScCuipture

— 1600-1699 _X_ architecture —__ education ... mtilitary e gOOCIEN

— 17001799 ___ art ... engineering .. MUSIE humanitarian

—_.1800~-189¢ __ commerce e exploration/settlement . philosophy —__fthesier

_X_ 1900~ . COmmunications _ industry e politice/government  ____ iransportation
e IVEDEION —— other (specify)

Specific dates 19)13_7914 Bublder/ Avchitect Unknown

Statement of Signiticance (in one paragraph}

The Boucvalt-Gras House embodies the distinctive characteristics of early
twentieth century bungalow construction as adapted to Rock Springs at the time
that it was an important coal mining center tied to the Union Pacific Railroad
and its fortunes. The earliest type of middle class architecture was the
expedient movable "shotgun" consruction which was able to be moved from site to
site, With the development of Rock Springs as a major coal source for the
railroad, more substantial architecture began to evolve, including stone
mansions and more importantly the architecture of the bungalow for a growing and
solid middle class. The Boucvalt-Gras House is probably the oldest of the
bungalow style houses in Rock Springs. The bungalow style continued its
popularity with the middle class into the 1930's, most assuredly because of its
attractiveness, affordability, and practicality. After the Boucvalt-Gras House
was constructed, Rock Springs continued steady growth until the Depression,
another steady economic climb just prior to World Warr II, and the tremendous
decline in 1952 as the Union Pacific changed from coal to diesel-fired
locomotives. The late 1960's until present has seen the character of Rock
Springs change forever because of an unparalleled economic boom. Each of the
prosperous economic cycles has led to alteration of most of the vernacular
architecture. Suzanne Sherwood Unger in conducting the Sweetwater County
Historical Survey became aware of these alterations and their cause, making a
declaration that the Boucvalt-Gras House was exceptional in design and
integrity. The majority of alterations in the vernacular architecture has
occurred in the last twenty years and with the upturn of the economy just prior
to World War II.

Contributors:

Suzanne Sherwood Unger (The Historical Survey of Sweetwater County)

David Kathka (Historian, Western Wyoming College)

J. Dudley Gardner (Historian, Staff Archeologist, Western Wyoming College)
Henry Chadey (Director, Sweetwater County Museum)
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ibliographical References

Unger, Susan.

Interview, former western regional representative for National Trust.

Rock Springs, Wyoming, July 15, 1983
University of Wyoming Historic Sites Survey 1983-84. Sweetwater County.

David Kathksa.

A history of Sweetwater County

10.

seographical Data

Acreage of nominated property

Less than 1 acre

Quadrangle name _Rock Springs, Wyoming Quadrangle scale 1224000

UM Raferences

Mz 5 RN R e

Zone Easting Morthing Zone Easting Northing

el Wbl b b lelggld Dl||||t|'|l||1L;||

el J ity ol b b o b el Flod bdabe 4 Ly ¢
| | | b el l L]

el L1

|1
LLIII!

|-

Verbal boundary description and justification

See Addendum

List ail states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state /5 code /5 county o f5 o code nla
state p/a code 4 ﬁa county /g code n/a

i1. Form Prepared By

nameftitle  Herbert Gottfried and Doctor Roy P. Boucvalt

organizatloﬁ n/a dateAugust 30, 1985

street & number

616 Hlias telephone 30G7-362-7555

ctyortown  Rock Sprines state  Svoming.

12. State Historic Preservation Officer @emflcaﬁmn

The evelusted significance of this property within the state is:

- pational e Slate _X__locai

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
eccording to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Sgwlce.

o F . . 7 /.4
State Historlc Preservation Officer signature - / (_gu(i{ L.‘;f’ /44 ‘)é}tﬁé»_i;b/"
\""‘- an
e Director and State Historic ervation Officer date lapuarsy. 21 19836
For PSS use only
i haraby cartify that this rty i= ingluded in the Natlonal Ragister
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Chisf of Registration
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would make no sense on the south elevation of te Boucvalt-Gras house. In
compasing an intersecting roof, the builder had the opportunity to stylize the
corner and enlarge an otherwise understated entrance. Of historic interest is
the fact that the technique of hiding the entrance from view was picked up in
English cottage and Spanish style bungalows in the 1920's.

Stylistically, the Boucvalt-Gras house exterior is as eclectic as its form. The
colonial motifs usually associated with the hipped type are referred to in the
gambrel roof of the porch. Here the stucco and stickwork, while inappropriate
for the style, make the porch more exotic. The gambrel roofs are scaled down
enough and their lower angle is wide enough to fit comfortably into the hipped
portion of the house. The fit is accomplished in part by extending the
bargeboards beyond the main roof eaves, and by repeating that effect in the
dormer. The extension calls visual attention to the lower portion of the roof
and distracts the viewer from looking at the juncture of the gambrel with the
edge of the hip. Other kinds of design articulations are borrowed too. Exposed
rafters and purlins are associated with the edge of the hip. Other kinds of
design articulations are borrowed too. Exposed rafters and purlins are
associated with the Craftsman style as pioneered by Gustave Stickley. Brackets,
usually thick and rectilinear in shape, are also associated with Craftsman
styling. Stucco is sometimes found in bungalow gables, but the Tudor sticking
is unusual and seems to allude to the desire to give this modest house more
historical character. That motif is reinforced by the center window of the
bays, which is a cottage type with a plain header. As the bungalow house
evolves during the 1910-25 period, cottage windows will disappear in favor of
new bungalow patterns. Lastly, corbelled chimney caps are common engugh, but
here the cap adds another dash of historicism in that corbelling is
traditionally a cottage effect.

The interior of the Boucvali-Gras house reflects the same combinations of motifs
expressed on the exterior. On plan, the house is one of the several common
arrangements of spaces, although there is less attention given to circulation
than in most bungalows. The single hall is small and in the back half of the
house. The configuration of rooms is typical for its plan with the exception of
the foyer fronting the parlor. The alignment of the dining room-kitchen-porch
on the south and parlor-bedroom-bathroom-bedroom on the north is typical.  The
walls and ceiling treatments are paint on a smoothly finished, perhaps floated,
plaster. There are picture moldings in the parlor and bedrooms. The floors are
tongue and groove boards with Tinoleum coverings. The lighting is a combination
of single pendants and clusters of semi-indirect globes both hung with chain,
The hardware is a bronze steel in a colonial pattern. The fireplace, which
traditionally serves the bungalow parlor, has a broad rectangular stack that is
stepped down to a thick pine mantle. The fireplace facing is painted common
brick that joins a shallow hearth. A colonnade with battered columns and book-
cases, their doors of beveled glass in a geometvic pattern of diamonds and hexa-
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gons, divides the foyer from the parlor. Bath fixtures include period ceramic
pieces, including a wall mounted sink, a toilet with a wall mounted tank and
separate stool, and a pedestal-based tub. The sink and toilet hardware appears
to be original, and the tub hardware, except for the stop, in nickel plated
brass of a Tater period. The radiators are Tow, wide models painted white to
match the woodwork. The only internal stair is at the rear of the house and
leads to the basement,

The interior style is tied to that of the exterior with colonial motifs
interacting with bungalow modern. The hardware, the door knobs, scutcheon
plates, hinges, and odd hooks are colonial--plain faced, with a few molded
edges. The light styles are mixed in that the single pendanis have a floral
globe. Each hangs from a chain, which after 1905 replaced the previous period's
pipes and tubes, and the parlor-dining room lights are shower Tights with
striking fluted globes. The Tatter are semi-indirect types which reflect light
of f the ceiling and project Tight toward the floor through the glass. Each
light is suspended by a chain, and a fluted glass column covers the lower half
of each chain and wire. This style is Greek Revival or neo-Grecgue as it was
called., The use of historic lights~-one Art Nouveau and the other
revival--flavors the interior, a flavor reinforced by the classical colonnade.
Its columns echo the battered piers of the porch and its general shape and plain
entablature suggest revival design systems. The bookcase doors' patterrn derives
from Queen Anne style windows. In this case the window pattern has been
slightly abstracted so that the pattern is more geometric and fills the entire
glass. On the contemporary side of things, the use of a colonnade that doubled
as storage was a modern concept or often sold as part of modern styling.

On the whole, the Boucvalt-Gras house can be considered a modern house, modern
in the sense that it's style and appointments are progressive. [is modernity is
subtle, as subtle as the extension of the house volume into the entrance porch,
thereby breaking the box-1like character of its street elevalion. Given the fact
that the bungalow house is evolving during the period when this house is being
built, indeed this house is an early bungalow nationally, and bearing in mind
that the bungalow had to be adapted to various climates, economic conditions and
marketing opportunities, the Boucvalt-Gras house seems important., Its
technology-~heating, water, Tights--is of the moment; its historicism is muted,
accents that extend the form and the plan generating a work that is unigue for
the city and the state. As for overall composition, for what it is worth, of
the thousands of bungalows reviewed in person or through literature, this is the
only design of its kind known to this writer in the United States.

The real significance of this property, however, lies in its current condition.
With only stight and, therefore, insignificant exceptions, this house is intact
on the exterior and the interior. It functions, therefore, as a catalog of what
was possible in bungalow housing in 1914, what could be ordered from a pre-cut
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manufacturer or built with a 1ittle imagination, with quality milled lumber and
finish goods, with decently crafted appointments, all available through the
railroad distribution system. 1In this way, Rock Springs, Wyoming played a role
in the proliferation of material culture and the transfer of technology in its
own terms, This condition is at the heart of the industrialization movement
especially as facilitated by railroad expansion. While the same kind of claim
could be made for other houses in Rock Springs, one could not discern those
houses' roles in cultural development so easily, because their record is hidden
under renovations and buried in changed perceptions as to what a house should
look Tike and how it should function. To this end, the Boucvalt-Gras house
makes a clear statement and reveals a thorough record of vernacular design in
Wyoming.
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The County Clerk lists this property as all of lot 4 and part of lot 5, block

10, Pilot Butte Addition, City of Rock Springs. The Boucvalt-Gras house has
historically been located on this site which retains original landscaping,
sidewalks and setback, The only other structure on the site is a garage which,
though it is not intrusive, does not demonstrate the architectural significance

of the house and is therefore called non-contributing. Because the lot lines
define adequately the historic setting of the house there is no need to include
additional land area. Only that part of lot 5 which is currently owned by Dr,

Roy P. Boucvalt is included within the boundary,which measures approximately 20 feer
of the south portion of lot 5.




WYOMING HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE
INYENTORY FORM

Name of Project and/or Report No.

Historical Survey of the Rock Springs Central Business District
Rock Springs Certified Local Government Committee

2. Name of Property: 617 North Front Street (vacant)
Historic Name: M & M Hotel
Other names/site number: 48SW7716
3. Property Owner: Joseph E. Pentilla
Address: Rock Springs, WY
4, Location
Street & Number: 617 North Front Street Not for Publication
City, Town Rock Springs Vicinity
State: WY. Code: 56 County: Sweetwater Code: 037 Zip Code: 82901
T19N~R105W, NW/NE Section 35
5, Classification
Category of Property Ho. of Resources within Property Physical Integrity
Contributing Noncontributing
1 Building(s) 1 Building(s) Excellent
__District _ Sites X__Good
__Site Structures Fair
___Structure Objects Poor
_Object 1 Total

National Register Status: X__ Eligible
Unevaluated

6. Function or Use
Historic Function

Domestic: Hotel
7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Style or Building Form)

20th Century Commercial

Not Eligible

X_District Potential

Current Functions

YVacant

Materials

Foundation: Concrete

Walls: Brick

Roof:
Other

Asphalt (rolled roofing)



Describe present and historic physical appearance

This building, currently vacant, is located on the north side of North
Front Street in the centrval commercial district of Rock Springs, Wyoming.
This 20th century commercial structure was built in 1923, TIts ocriginal use
is unknown, but in 1925 it housed Malcolm Matthews, Soft Drinks. In 1926,
it became the M & M Hotel., This business continued through the 19%930s and
1940s.

The building is a two-story brick building (60' x 25') with a flat
roof., It rests on a concrete foundation. The facade is composed of dark
vred bricks while the remaining elevations are constructed with light brown
bricks,. The facade has a stepped parapet capped with concrete or stone.
The street level has a recessed entrance with transom flanked by plate
glass display windows with brick kickplates. The clerestory is composed of
nine lights set in metal frames. There is an entrance to the second story
on the west side of the facade with a wood and glass deoor and transom.
There is a secondary cornice composed of concrete ot stone. The second
story windows consist of five eight over one-light double-hung windows.
The windows have concrete or stone sills and lintels. The building is
basically unadorned and is directly joined to the buijilding on either side.

PHOTOS--Please attach black and white photos

See attached sheet



8. Statement of Significance
Cecrtifying official has consideced the significance of this property in
relation to other properties:

nationally: statewide: locally:
Applicable National Register Criteria: X _A _ B _C _ D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) _A _B _C _D _E _F _G
Areas of Siénificance Period of Significance Significant Dates
Commerce ca, 1923-1939

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Avchitect/Builder

N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considera-
tions, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

This propecty is significant for 1ts association with the histoery of
the growth of the central business district of Rock Springs in the earvly
tweatieth century. It was constructed in 19623, In 1925, at least a
portion of it served as a soft drink parlocr. In 1926 it became the M & M
Hotel. It is possible that this building and several others in this block
were built and/ocr renovated at about the time the North Side State Bank
built its new facilities on the northeast corner of North Front Street and
K Street in about 1923, The old Hotel Belmont and several other buildings
were torn down or moved to make room for the bhank. This building remains
essentially the same as when it was built. It is typical of the unadocned
brick commercial acchitecture in Rock Springs constructed from the 1920s to
the 1940s.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Property Records, Tax ASSessop's Qffice, Sweetwater County Courthouse,
Green River.

Sanborn Insurance Maps, 1890, 1894, 1903, 1912

Wyoming State Business Directory, 1908, 1910-11, 1917, 1920, 1925,
1926, 1929, 1932, 1937.

Primacry location of additional data:
State Historic Preservation Office
Other State Agency

Federal Agency

Local Government

University

X
Specific repository: Sweetwater County Historical Museum, Green River
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property: less than one
USGS Quad or City Base map: Rock Springs, Wyoming 7.5' USGS Quadrangle

UTM References

Zone 12 648520 4605385m N

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is located on the north side of North Front Street and east of
the North Side State Bank at 617 North Front Street, Rock Springs. It
occupies Lot 8, Block 2 in the Original Town plat.

Boundary Justification

The boundary is the lot which the building occupies. The building is also
considered a contributing element to and is located within the planned Rock
Springs Central Business National Registecr District.

11, Form Prepared .By:

Name/Title: Robert G. Rosenberg

Organization: Rosenberg Historical Consultants Date: 2/24/89
Street & Number: 739 Crow Creek Road Telephone: 307/632-1144
City or Town: Chevyenne State: WY

Zip Code: 82009-9010



617 NORTH FRONT STREET (vacant), Rock Springs

This building was constructed in about 1923, at the same time ag
the nearby North Side State Bank. In its early days it housed .a
soft drink parlor, and by the 1940s, it housed the M & M Hotel.
It is now vacant and its appearance is essentially unchanged.
Above: locking northwest; 517 North Front at left.


















WYOMING HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE
INVENTORY FORM

1. Name of Project and/or Report No.

Historical Survey of the Rock Springs Central Business District
Roeck Springs Certified Local Government Committee

2. Name of Property: T.L. Utzingers Gunsmith/Broadway Barber Shop

Historic Name:
Other names/site number: 485W7738

3. Property Owner: David L. Utzinger
Address: 430 B Street
4., Location

Street & Number: 621 Broadway

Riley's Cafe and Barber Shop

Not for Publication

City, Town Rock Springs Vicinity
State: WY. Code: 56 County: Sweetwater Code: 037 Zip Code: 829Gl
TI9N-R105W, NE/NE Section 35

5. Classification

No.
Contvibuting

Category of Property

of Resources within Property

Physical Integrity
Noncontributing

1_Building(s) 1 Building(s) ___Excellent

__District Sites X__Good

__Site Structures __ Fair

__Structure Objects ____Poor

__Object 1 Total

National Register Status: ___ Eligible X_Not Eligible
__lUnevaluated ___ District Potential

6. Functicon or Use
Historic Function

Commerce/trade: specialty store
7. Description
Avchitectural Classification

(Style or Building Form)

20th Century Commercial

Current Functions

Commerce/trade: specialty store

Materials

Foundation: Concrete
Walls: Cement block/brick facing

Roof: Asphalt (tar and gravel)
Other

I



Describe present and historic physical appearance

The building that houses T.L. Utzingers Gunsmith and Broadway Barber
Shop is a two-story cement block and brick flat-roofed commercial structure
(30" x 105') located on the north side of Broadway in the central
commercial distcict of Rock Springs, Wyoming. It was constructed in 1942
and remains essentially the same as built. The building rests on a concrete
foundation and has cement block walls with dark red brick facing on the
facade or south elevation. The building is divided into twe businesses
with two separate entrances. Both are slightly recessed with wooden doors
with transoms and a small display window. The seconrnd story has a four-room
apartment, There are two windows with six-light windows with brick sills.
The building is devoid of any architectucval embellishments., In the 1940s,
the building housed Riley's Cafe and Barber Shop.

PHOTOS--Please attach black and white photos

See attached sheet



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this propecty in
relation to other propecrties:

nationally: statewide: locally:
Applicable National Register Criteria: _ A __ B _C _ D
‘Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) A _B _C _ D _E _F _G
Areas of Significance Period of Significance Significant Dates

Not Applicable

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/& Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considera-
tions, and areas and periods of significance noted above,.

This property was constructed in 1942 and is therefore less than fifty
years of age. It is located in an avrea that was formerly part of the Union
Pacific Railroad yards. It is a typical 1940s era commercial building and
has no known exceptional architectural or historical significance needed to
waive the National Register 50 year criterion. Therefore, it is comsideced
to be ineligible to the National Register of Historic Places.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Property Records, Tax Assessor's Office, Sweetwater County Courthouse,
Green River,

Sanborn Insurance Maps, 1890, 189%4, 1903, 1912

Wyoming State Business Directory, 1908, 1910-11, 1917, 1920, 1925,
1926, 1929, 1932, 1937.

Primary location of additional data:

__State Historic Presecrvation Office
Other State Agency

Federal Agency

Local Government

" Specific repository: Sweetwater County Historical Museum, Green River

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property: less than one
USGS Quad or City Base map: Rock Springs, Wyoming 7.5' USGS Quadrangle

UTM References

Zone 12 648630m E 4605290m N

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is located on the north side of Broadway at 621 Broadway, Rock
Springs. It occupies an unplatted area that formerly belonged to the Union
Pacific Railroad (tvact adjacent to Block 8).

Boundary Justification

The boundary is the building lines of the structure. The building is
considered ineligible to the National Register and is located outside of
the planned Rock Springs Central Business Nationmal Register District.

11. Form Prepared By:

Name/Title: Robect G. Rosenberg

Organization: Rosenberg Historical Consultants Date: May 4, 1989
Street & Number: 739 Crow Creek Road Telephone: 307/632-1144
City oc Town: Cheyenne State: WY

Zip Code: 82009-9010



T.L. UTZINGERS GUNSMITH/BRCADWAY BARBER SHOP, 621 Broadway ,
Rock Springs

This cement block and brick commercial structure was built in 1942
and originally housed Riley's Cafe and Barber Shop (looking north).



WYOMING HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE
INVENTORY FORM

1. Name of Project and/or Report No.
Historical Survey of the Rock Springs Central Business District
Rock Springs Certified Local Government Committee

2. Name of Property: 621-627-1/2 North Front Street (Vacant)
Historic Name: Roup and Chance Autos; Rock Springs Body & Fender Shop;
Motor Express Co.
Other names/site number: 48SW7717

3. Property Owner: Kelly B. Richards
Address: Rock Springs, WY.

4, Location

Street & Number: 621-627-1/2 North Front Street Not for Publication
City, Town Rock Springs Vicinity
State: WY. Code: 56 County: Sweetwater Code: 037 Zip Code: 82901

TI9N-R105W, NW/NE Section 35
5. Classification

Category of Property No. of Resources within Ptopecrty Physical Integrity
Conteibuting Noncontrvibuting

1 Building(s) 1 Building(s) ____Excellent
__District Sites __ Good
__Site Structures X_ Fair

_ Structure Objects ___Poor
__0Object _1_ Total

National Register Status: X_ Eligible ___Not Eligible

Unevaluated X__ District Potential

6. Function or Use .
Historic Function ) Current Functions

Commerce/Trade: specialty store Vacant

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
(Style or Building Form)
Foundation: Concrete
Walls: Brick
20th Century Commercial
Roof: Asphalt (rolled roofing)
Other



Describe present and historic physical appearance

This building, curvently- vacant, is located east of the North Side
State Bank on North Front Street in the central commercial disterict of Rock
Springs, Wyoming. Although a wood frame building previocusly stood at this
location, it appears that it was torn down when the new brick building was
constructed in 1923. In 1925, the building housed Roup and Chance Autos.
By 1929, it housed the Rock Springs Body and Fender Shop. In 1937, the
Motor Express Company owned by John De Bernardi operated from this
location.

The building is a two-story brick commercial structure (25' x 77')
with an attached one-story brick garage (25' x 80'), which has one wood and
glass overhead garage door, The facade is constructed with dark red bricks;
the remaining elevations are composed of light brown bricks, the two-story
portion has a wood shingle awning above boarded-over display windows. This
is an obvious modern addition. There is an offset somewhat recessed
entrance te the ground floor and a second door with transom just &to the
west that provides access to the second fleoor. The second story windows
consist of six over one-light double-hung units, at least two of which are
boarded over., The windows have cement sills and brick lintels., The
building has a stepped parapet with an arch and capped with cement or terra
cotta, There is also a decorative brick geometric design between the secoad
story windows and the parapet. The garage has an identical parapet and
geometric pattern. The garage portion also has a wood panel door with
transom Jjust east of the ovecrhead door and a boarded-over display window
and clerestory. Overall, the building lacks architectural adoraments. The
wood shingle awning is the only modification to the exterior since the
building was constructed. '

PHOTOS--Please attach black and white photos

See attached sheet



B. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in
relation to other properties:

nationally: statewide: locally:
Applicable National Register Criteria: X A4 _ B __C __D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) A _B _C _D _E _F _G
Aceas of Significance Period of Significance Significant Dates
Commertrce ca. 1923-1939

Cultural Affiliation

i N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder

N/A Unknown

State significance of propetty, and justify criteria, criteria consideca-
-tions, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

This property is significant for its association with the history of
the growth of the central business district of Rock Springs din the early
twentieth century. It was constructed in 1923. It housed auto and repair
shops and a motor express company through the late 1920s and 1930s. It is
possible that this Dbuilding and several others in this block were built
and/oc¢ renovated at the same time when the Nocth Side State Bank was built
on the northeast corner of North Front Street and K Street in 1923. The
old Hotel Belmont and several other buildings were torn down or moved to
make room for the bank. This building remains essentially the same as when
it was built except for the awning., It is typical of the unadorned brick
commecrcial acrchitecture in Rock Springs from the 1920s to the 1940s,.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Property Records, Tax Assessor's Office, Sweetwater County Courthouse,
Green River.

Sanborn Insurance Maps, 1890, 1894, 1903, 1912

Wyoming State Business Directory, 1908, 1910-11, 1917, 1920, 1925,
1926, 1929, 1932, 1937.

Primary location of additional data:
____State Historic Preservation Office
. Other State Agency
Federal Agency
Local Government
University
__Other
Specific repository: Sweetwater County Historical Museum, Green River

X

10. Geogfaphical Data

Acreage of property: less than one
USGS Quad or City Base map: Rock Springs, Wyoming 7.5' USGS Quadrangle

UTM References

Zone 12 648530m E 4605390m N

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is located on the north side of North Front Strveet and east of
the North Side State Bank at 621-627-1/2 North Front Street, Rock Springs.
It occupies Lots 6-7, Block 2 in the Original Town plat.

Boundary Justification

The boundarf is the lots which the building occﬁpies. The building is also
considered a contributing element to and is located within the planned Rock
Springs Central Business National Register District.

11. Form Prepared By:

Name/Title: Robect G. Rosenberg

Ocganization: Rosenberg Historical Consultants Date: 2/24/89
Street & Number: 739 Crow Creek Road Telephone: 307/632-1144
City or Town: Cheyenne State: WY

Zip Code: 82009-9010



621~627-1/2 NORTH FRONT STREET (vacant), Rock Springs

This commercial building was constructed in about 1923, and soon
housed Roup and Chance Auto. Other than the wood shingle awning,
its appearance has remained unchanged, and it is currently vacant.
Above: locking west, building and attached garage at right.
Below: Ilooking northwest at two-story portion.
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WYOMING HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE
INVENTORY FORM

1. Name of Project and/or Report No.
Historical Survey of the Rock Springs Central Business Distrvict
Rock Springs Certified Local Government Committee :

Name of Property: 625 Broadway (vacant; Apartments on second floor)
Historic Name: Unknown dairy and apacrtments
Other names/site number: 48SwW7739 Home RGN (0.

P{y pyuyha puwahaﬁﬂ&dchk

r chosdvo.
NO_\.W\J ‘%ﬂ. | ﬂ.\f'\k'\l o

David L. Utzinger
WY

3. Property Owner:
Address: Rock Springs,

4.

Location

Street & Number: 625 Broadway Not for Publication

City, Town Rock Springs Vicinity

State: WY. Code: 56 County: Sweetwater Code: 037 Zip Code: 82901
T19N-R105W, NE/NE Section 35

5. Classification

No.

Category of Property

of Resources within Property

Contributing

Noncontributing

Physical Integrity

1_Building(s) 1 Building(s) Excellent
__District Sites X__Good
_Site Structures Fairv
__Structure Objects Poor
__Object 1 Total
National Register Status: Eligible X_Not Eligible

Unevaluated District Potential
6. Function or Use

Historic Function
Commerce/trade: specialty store
{dairy)
Domestic: multiple  dwelling
(apartment)
7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Style or Building Form)

Art Moderne

Current Functions

Domestic: multiple dwelling

Materials

Foundation: Concrete

Walls: Concrete with brick facing
Roof: Asphalt (rolled roofing)
Other



Describe present and historic physical appearance

The building that 4is cuvrently vacant with apartments on the second
floor is a two-~story concrete and brick commercial structure located on the
nocth 3ide of Broadway in the central commercial district of Rock Springs,
Wyoming. This 20th century commercial building has elements of Acrt Moderne
architecture with the curved display window, its most prominent feature.
The building was constructed in 1948 with unknown modifications in 1952.
It was originally built for a dairy with 14 apartments on the second floor.
It does not appear that the exterior has been changed since the 1952
modifications. Tt is a two-story flat-roofed building (60' x 85') resting
on a concrete foundation. It has concrete walls faced with red brick.
There is a parapet capped with brick and a brick cornice. The main entrance
has a wood and glass door with transom with glass block sidelights. There
is a second entrance to the second floor with a wood and glass door and
transom. There is a lacrge cucrved window east of the main entrance
consisting of rectangular and round glass panels. The second story has six
over six-light double-hung windows with metal sash arranged in pairs on
either end with three evenly spaced single window openings in between on
the facade,

PHOTOS--Please attach black and white photos

See attached sheet



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in
relation to other properties:

nationally: statewide: locally:
Applicable National Register Criteria: _ A __ B _C _ D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) _A _B _C _D _E _F _G
Areas of Significance Period of Significance Significant Dates

Not applicable

Cultural Affiliation

N/A :
Significant Person Architect/Builder

N/A " Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considera-
tions, and areas and periods of significance noted above. '

The building was constructed.in 1948 with modifications in 1952. It
was originally built to house a daicy on the first floor and apartments on
the second floor. The building is less than 50 years o¢f age aand has no
known exceptional historical or acrchitectural significance needed to waive
the National Register 50 year requirement. "It is therefore considered
ineligible to the National Register of Historic Places.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Property Records, Tax Assessor's Office, Sweetwater County Courthouse,
Green River.,

Sanborn Insurance Maps, 1890, 1894, 1903, 1912

Wyoming State Business Directory, 1908, 1910-11, 1917, 1920, 1925,
1926, 1929, 1932, 1937,

Primary location of additional data:
State Historic Preservation Office
Othec State Agency
Federal Agency
Local Government
University
__Other
Specific repository: Sweetwater County Historical Museum, Green River

X

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property: less than one
USGS Quad or City Base map: Rock Springs, Wyoming 7.5' USGS Quadrangle

UTM References

Zone 12 648645m E 4605290m N

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is located on the north side of Broadway at 625 Broadway, Rock
Springs. It is located in a tract adjacent to Block 8 of the Original Town
plat.

Boundary Justification

The boundary is building lines of the structure, The building is
located outside the proposed Rock Springs Central Business National
Register District.

11. Form Prepared By:

Name/Title: Robert G. Rosenberg

Organization: Rosenberg Historical Consultants Date: May 4, 1989
Street & Number: 739 Crow Creek Road Telephone: 307/632-1144
City or Town: Cheyenne State: WY

Zip Code: 82009-9010



625 BROADWAY (vacant; Apartments on second floor), Rock Springs

This commercial structure was built in 1948 and modified in 1952.
It was originally built to house a dairy on the first floor, and
there were apartments on the second floor (locking northwest).
































































































































































































































































































	downtown district
	South Side Streets

	201 B St.
	210 B St.
	211 B St.
	218 B St.
	316 B St.

	230 C St.
	307 C St.
	D & Rennie St. -
Stone Warehouse
	106 Cedar

	Broadway

	211 Broadway
	430 Broadway
	507 Broadway
	621 Broadway
	625 Broadway

	South Main Street

	402 South Main
	410 South Main
	416 South Main
	422 South Main
	430 South Main
	432 South Main
	436 South Main
	440 South Main
	450 South Main
	502 South Main
	504 South Main
	514 South Main
	518 South Main
	South Main - UP depot
	depot blueprint

	South Main -frieght station
	freight station blueprint


	North Front Street

	403 North Front

	407 North Front
	421 North Front
	431 North Front
	443 North Front
	447 North Front
	453 North Front
	457 North Front
	515 North Front
	527 North Front
	531 North Front
	535 North Front
	545 North Front
	553 North Front
	601 North Front
	611 North Front
	617 North Front
	621 North Front

	North Side Streets

	513 Bridger
	105 K St.
	117 K St.
	110 J St.
	19 Elk St.
	616 Elias



